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throughoat his entire career maintained an unassailable reputation for business 
integrity and honor. His entire career was actuated by progressive methods 
and by just and generous dealing. He  was far-sighted and this, combined with 
his unfaltering determination, made him a power in the community. Preemi- 
nently a self-made man, his work and example remain as an inspiration to 
others. 

S. H. BLACK. 

S. H. Black is one of the venerable citizens of Vermilion county, having 
passed the eighty-third milestone on life's journey. He was born near Mil- 
lersburg, Bourbon county, Kentucky, on the 17th of December, 1837- His 
parents, Samuel and Nancy (Collins) Black, both of whom were natives of 
Virginia, removed from Kentucky to Illinois in 1834, the journey being made 
by wagon to Vermilion county. The father purchased three hundred and 
twenty acres of land for which he paid four dollars and sixteen cents per 
acre. This was situated near Indianola. The Black Hawk war had occurred 
only two years before and Vermilion county was still a pioneer district in which 
many evidences of frontier life were still to be seen. There were great stretches 
of prairie that were unclaimed and uncultivated, the forests were uncut and 
the streams unbridged. Deer were yet quite plentiful in the state and wild 
game was to be had in abundance. The family bore many hardships and trials 
incident to the establishment of a home in a frontier community. They did 
most of tlieir trading at Georgetown and took their grist to mill on the Big 
Vermilion river. In the early days the families of John Myers and Joe Frazer 
were killed by Indians and Frazer afterward compelled a band of Indians that 
were camping in the woods near the present site of the reservoir to break up 
winter quarters and move to the woods north of what is now the Hildreth 
place. This was about 1825, and these were the last Indians in the neighbor- 
hood. There was much arduous labor necessary to develop a farm and make 
it productive, and in the work the father was assisted by his sons. In the 
family of Samuel and Nancy (Collins) Black there were four sons and three 
daughters: William, Frank, John, S. H., Mrs. Marinda Jane Huth, Sarah, 
who became the wife of A. J. Swuek, and Margaret. 

S. H. Black was not yet seven years old when the family left Kentucky 
and came to Vermilion county, Illinois. Here he was reared, sharing with the 
family in all the hardships and privations which came to them in the early 
days. After attaining his majority he married Miss Sarah P. Hutt, who was 
born in Kentucky on the 3d of March, 1835. They were married in 1850 on 
the old Hutt place about a half mile north of the john Fleshen farm. The 
children of this marriage were : john M. ; Benjamin F. ; William ; Alice J., who 
became the wife of James Milton and is now deceased; and Rosanna, the wife 
of Harry Frazer. There are also twenty grandchildren and eight great-grand- 
children. 

In  1864 Mr. Black was drafted for service in the Civil war, but when ex- 
amined, was rejected. He has been a lifelong farmer of Vermilion county, 
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who is today one of the most venerable citizens. He has lived in this locality 
for seventy-six years and few are as familiar with the history of this part 
of the state or have been closer witnesses of the, growth and progress that has 
wrought a wonderful transformation, making Vermilion county one of the 
most populous and prosperous districts of Illinois. 

WILLIAM HENRY WEBSTER, D. D. 

Rev. William Henry Webster, who has devoted his life to the ministry, was 
born in Schoharie county, New York, in 1835, and is a descendant of John 
Webster, a native of England, who arrived in Connecticut in 1630. His prom- 
inence as a citizen of the newly established colony is indicated by the fact that 
he was appointed governor of the province of Connecticut in 1640. biost of 
the representatives of this family have remained residents of New England, and 
a number of them have entered the ministry, their efforts proving effective forces 
in the moral development of the communities in which they have lived and 
labored. The parents of Rev. William H. Webster were Shadrach and Betsy 
(Beach) Webster. The father was a school teacher by profession. Following 
the outbreak of the second war with England he volunteered for active service 
at the front and was at  Plattsburg, New York, and was with the American 
troops at  the time of McDonoughYs victory on Lake Champlain. 

Rev. Henry Webster was a youth of thirteen years when in 1848 he became 
a resident of Danville, Illinois. He continued his education in the public schools 
but later entered the Danville Methodist Seminary. He afterward attended the 
Asbury University of Indiana and the Ohio Wesleyan University, completing 
the classical course in the latter institution in 1859, when the degree of Bach- 
elor of Arts was conferred upon him. He has since received the honorary 
degrees of Master of Arts and Doctor of Divinity. In early manhood he was 
employed as a house painter and as a school teacher, and by his efforts therein 
continued his education until, qualified for the ministry, he engaged in preach- 
ing and in the fifty years of his connection with the Illinois conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal church he has labored untiringly, loyally and zealously for 
the cause to which he dedicated his life in early manhood. He was converted at 
a camp meeting held near Danville when he was fourteen years of age. At dif- 
ferent times he has occupied pastorates in Bloomington, Quincy, Springfield, 
Decatur, Champaign and Urbana, and has long since been recognized as one of 
the prominent representatives of the Methodist ministry in this state. For eleven 
years he was presiding elder of the Jacksonville, Springfield and Danville districts. 
H e  has been sent as a delegate to the general conferences of Cincinnati, Philadel- 
phia, New York and Omaha, and has been a trustee of the Women's College a t  
Jacksonville, Illinois, and of the Illinois Wesleyan University at  Bloomington. He 
has worked untiringly for the promotion of all those interests which have for their 
object the intellectual and moral progress of the race. H e  has visited many 
churches, strengthening the weak places in the cause. and for his labors in this 
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connection has refused to receive any remuneration. His zeal and efforts have 
been resultant wherever he has gone. He has received many converts into the 
church, has succeeded in erecting new houses of worship and in paying off 
large indebtedness. He was treasurer and financial secretary of the fund for 
superannuated ministers for nearly thirty years, and for many years was super- 
intendent of the domestic missionary society of the conference. He now makes 
his home in Danville and has farming interests in this locality. 

On the 3d of October, 1867, the Rev. WiIliam H. Webster was united in the 
holy bonds of matrimony to Miss Augusta Robinson, a daughter of William and 
Margaret (Davis) Robinson. She had one brother, Edward, who was a soldier 
of the Civil war, while her three sisters are: Elizabeth, the wife of John Short; 
Anna, the widow of M. M. Wright ; and Mrs. Emma Robinson. also a widow. 

Mr. and Mrs. Webster have one son living, John Wesley IVebster, who was 
born in Springfield, Illinois, pursuing his early education in the Danville schools, 
and was afterward graduated at De Pauw University. He then became a 
student of the law department of the University of Illinois and completed his 
legal training at Harvard. He was admitted to the bar about 1903 and is now 
engaged in practice in Danville. He is secretary of the Fidelity Building Asso- 
ciation. He married Esther Baum and they have one child, Elizabeth. 

Rev. Webster was one of the earliest supporters of the republican party, giv- 
ing his ballot for Fremont in 1856. He is now an independent anti-saloon re- 
publican, and during the period of the Civil war he espoused the cause of the 
Union and the supremacy of the federal governmerit; His broad reading has 
kept him in touch with the vital issues and significant problems of the day. He 
has always been a stalwart champion of the cause of education and for a num- 
ber of years served as president of the school board of Danville. Happiness 
has been defined in the following stanza, which seems an exposition of the life 
and work of Rev. Webster: 

"Serene with wrong undone, and good desired, 
A l a b r  loved and followed to a goal, 

Wealth sufficient for the needs acquired 
To keep the body, not to hurt the soul, 

W little over, that it may be spent 
In the high joy of generous giving; 

A faith so sure of the divine intent, 
I t  dignifies the deeds 03 daily living." 

MRS. MARTHA E. ENGLISH. 

Mrs. Martha E. English, who resides at No. 612 Hazel street, Danville, is 
a daughter of John A. and Melissa (Hamilton) Bradley. The father was 
born in Johnson county, Kentucky, in 1823, a son of James and Margaret 
Bradley, and the birth of the mother occurred in Indiana in 1822, her parents 
being Asa and Mary Hamilton. Mrs. English is a native of Illinois, born in 
the nwthem part of Vermilion county in 1857. Educated in the public schools, 
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she grew to womanhood under the parental roof. On the 18th of February, 
1904, she was united in marriage to Joseph English, a native of Newport, In- 
diana, who was born in 1857. His father, George W. English, was born in 
Perrysville, Vermilion county? Indiana, in 1831, and his mother, who bore the 
maiden name of Sarah J. Ludlow, was born in Alexandria, Ohio, in 1835. At 
seven years of age Joseph English came with his parents to Danville and was 
educated in the public schools of this city, later taking a business course in 
one of the commercial colleges of Chicago. He  early showed a fine business 
capacity and for nearly twenty years was general agent of the Chicago & 
Eastern Illinois Railroad, being placed in this position when the road was first 
built. After leaving the railway service he became auditor and secretary of 
the Kelly Coal Company and acted. as general sales agent of the company in 
Chicago. Mr. English was twice married, his first wife being Minnie Leonard, 
who was a native of Ohio and a daughter of Ezra Leonard. One daughter, 
Corinne, was born of that union. She married Birch C. Pollock. nour living in 
Alabama. 

Mr. English departed this life June I, 1906, at his home in Danville, death 
being caused by an attack of dropsy for which the best medical service failed 
to find relief. The esteem in which he was held by the community was in- 
dicated by the general expressions of regret which followed the announcement 
of his decease. Socially he was identified with the Tribe of Ben Hur, being 
a charter member of that organization. Politically he accepted the principles 
of the republican party and in church affiliation he  held membership in the 
Methodist denomination, accepting its teachings as those most expressive of 
the principles of life enunciated in the New Testament. He was a man of fine 
executive talent and was highly successful in business. In Vermilion county 
he had many warm friends and was recognized as one of its most progressive 
citizens who belong to the class which seeks to promote the permanent interest 
of their fellows. Mrs. English, after the death of her husband four years ago, 
at  No. 822 Walnut street, removed to her old home, where she now resides. 
She is a lady of intelligence and culture and is greatly esteemed for her many 
worthy qualities. 

WALTER R. WILSON, M. D. 

No history of the medical profession or  indeed of the business department 
of Hoopeston would be complete without mention of Dr. Walter R. Wilson, 
for thirty-four years an active practitioner here. I11 health then compelled him 
to retire and he has since engaged in the real-estate and insurance business. 
Aside from all personal considerations, moreover he has been a valued rep- 
resentative of the community, taking active part in the public life of Hoopeston 
as a supporter of all those t.hings which work for municipal honor and prog- 
ress. He was born in Oneida county, New York, February 20, 1852, and is 
a son of Otis E. and Mary Jane (Matthews) Wilson. The father came to 
Vermilion county in 1876, settling at East Lynn, where he engaged in the re- 
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tail grocery business, in which he continued up to the time of his death. H e  
was a native of Massachusetts, where his ancestors, who were of Scotch birth, 
settled at a very early day. His wife's people were of German lineage. Otis 
E. Wilson first came to the west about 1854, at which time he took up his 
abode in Little Rock, Illinois. His wife was a native of Oneida county, New 
York, and it was there that the marriage was celebrated. Mrs. Wilson is still 
living at the advanced age of eighty-four years, making her home with a 
daughter in Hoopeston. There were two sons and three daughters in the 
family: Charles E., who was born in Oneida county, New York, in October, 
1850, and died near Watseka, Illinois; Walter R., the second of the family; 
E l l e ~ ,  who was born in Kankakee county, Illinois, and is the wife of F. h9. 
Hall, a retired farmer of Hoopeston; Cornelia, who was born in Norton town- 
ship, Kankakee county. Illinois, and is the wife of Dr. Fallis, of Danville; and 
Hattie, the wife of William H. Elliot, a druggist of Hoopeston. 

In  the district schools of Kankakee county and in the city of Kankakee 
Dr. Walter R. Wilson pursued his education to the age of eighteen years. On 
attaining his majority he took up the study of medicine, matriculating in Hahne- 
mann Medical College at Chicago, from which he was graduated with the class 
of 1876. Two years later he received an honorary degree from the Chicago 
Homeopathic College. He  engaged in general practice in Hoopeston for thirty- 
four years and throughout that period was the loved family physician in many 
households. He never allowed his ability to grow less as time went on but 
ever kept in touch with the advancement of the profession through broad read- 
ing and research. H e  was quick to adopt any new methods which his judg- 
ment sanctioned as of value in the practice of medicine, though he was never 
hasty in discarding the old and time tried methods, the value of which years 
have proven. His ready sympathy, and cheery disposition, as well as his 
professional knowledge, constituted elements for good in the sick room, but 
at  length on account of his own health, he was obliged to retire in February, 
1910, after which he spent some months in Florida. He  returned much im- 
proved in health and is now engaged with his son Robert in the real-estate 
and insurance business and is also a member of the firm of Williams, Wilson 
& Son, shoe merchants of Hoopeston. He  worked his way through college, 
his laudable ambition prompting him to enter a field of labor demanding keen 
intellectuality, good business ability and quick discernment. That his choice 
of a profession was a wise one is indicated in the success which attended his 
efforts in that connection. Aside from his mercantile and real-estate business 
in Hoopeston, he is now the owner of a four hundred and six acre farm at 
Kewanna, Indiana, which he is operating and which is a valuable and pro- 
ductive property. 

Aside from all commercial and professional relations, Dr. Wilson has long 
been recognized as a leading factor in the public life of Hoopeston, giving of 
his time and talents unstintedly for the advancement and upbuilding of the 
city. He acted as mayor of Hoopeston for two years. During the first year 
his salary was twenty-five cents per annum and during the next year was fifty 
cents. Also for two terms of two years each Dr. Wilson served as city alder- 
man and in office exercised his official prerogatives in support of law and order, 
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justice and progress. In his political views he has always been a republican, 
while fraternally he is a Mason. That he enjoys the high regard of his breth- 
ren of the craft is indicated in the fact that he has for several terms been high 
priest in the chapter. He and his family are devoted members of the First 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

It was in Hoopeston, November 21, 1876, that Dr. Wilson married Miss 
Anna C. Muirhead, a native of Canada, born in Peterboro, January I. 1853, 
and a daughter of James and Mary Muirhead. Her father was a minister of 
the Methodist church, and for many years preached in different parts of Ver- 
milion county. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Wilson were born a daughter and two 
sons: Alice May, who was born in Hoopeston and is the wife of Charles \Vil- 
liams, a shoe merchant of Hoopeston; Robert E., who is associated with his 
father in the real-estate and insurance business and married Jessie Hooker, a 
native of Hoopeston; and Clarence J., who is engaged in the shoe business and 
lives at  home with his parents. There are three grandchildren: Kathryn, 
daughter of Robert and Jessie Wilson; Marian, a daughter of Charles and 
Alice Williams; and Walter J., a son of Clarence Wilson. The last named was 
born in Hoopeston, November 21, 1903. 

No life history in this volume indicates more clearly what may be accom- 
-plished through persona1 effort and honorable ambition than does that of Dr. 
Wilson. He is truly a self-made man, his success being the direct result of 
his own labors. As the years have passed on he has achieved success and 'at 
the same time has won the confidence, high regard and good will of his fellow 
townsmen, among whom he is most popular because of his unfailing courtesy, 
his kindly spirit and his deference for the opinions of others. 

CHARLES F. BUROW. 

. Charles F. Burow, the junior member of the firm of Uhlein & Burow, con- 
ducting one of the leading plumbing establishments of Danville, has spent his 
entire life in this city. H e  was b r n  on the 19th of February, 1881, his parents 
being Charles and Minnie (Remeana) Burow, who were born, reared and mar- 
ried in Germany and came to America about 1860. On landing in this country 
they came direct to Danville, where the father continued to make his home 
until called to his final rest on the 3d of May, rgq.  By occupation he was a 
miner. The children born to him and his wife are as follows: Rickie, now the 
wife of Charles Leverenz, a miner of Danville; Mary, the wife of James T. 
Myers, of Danville ; Minnie; Anna, the widow of Henry Krimmel and a resi- 
dent of Fort Wayne, Indiana; Lena, the wife of Harry Davis, of Danville; 
Emma, the wife of Clyde Swift, of Indianapolis, Indiana; Bertha, the wife of 
Henry Wyman, living at 702 Illinois street, Danville; Tilla, the wife of Joseph 
Strattman, whose home is at 619 Bryan avenue, Danville; and Charles F., of 
this review. 

Charles F. Burow was given god educational advantages, attending the 
Lutheran schoo~s of Danville and later the Walker Business College, where he 
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pursued courses in bookkeeping, arithmetic and penmanship. On leaving school 
at  the age of fifteen years he was apprenticed to Henry Krimmel to learn the 
plumber's trade, with whom he remained for a period of four years. Five 
years were spent in the employ of W. S. Hannum, a plumber, and in 1904 he 
embarked in business on his own account in connection with Charles F. Uhlein 
under the firm name of Uhlein & Burow. They now have one of the best 
appointed plumbing establishments of the city and have built up an excellent 
trade, which is constantly increasing. 

On the 12th of August, 1902, Mr. Burow was married in Danville to Miss 
Margaret M. Baumgart, a daughter of Christ and Lena Baumgart, of DanviIle. 
He affiliates with the' republican party, but aside from voting, has never taken 
an active part in politics, preferring to devote his entire time to his family and 
business interests. He  holds membership in the Lutheran church and finds 
his chief source of recreation in outdoor sports, of which he is very fond, es- 
pecially baseball. He takes an annual fishing trip to the lakes and different 
resorts throughout the country. His business has ever been so managed as to 
gain the confidence of those with whom he has had dealings, and he stands hi& 
in the esteem of all who know him. 

ANDREW BAKER. 

Andrew Raker, filling the position of county constable of Vermilion county 
and discharging his duties without fear or favor, was born in Sew York city 
October 31, 1860, his parents being David S. and Mary (1TcMahan) Baker. 
The father, who for a considerable period served as warden of the city prison 
on Blackwell's Island, died while discharging the duties of that position. He 
was a well educated man, was prominent in city politics and was recognized 
as one of the republican Ieaders of New York. The family is an old one in 
the Empire state, having been represented there through several generations. 
The paternal grandfather of our subject was Charles H. Baker, who served as 
captain of an artillery that was on active duty at Keiv Orleans in the war of 
1812. He was presented by the officers of the regiment with a gold watch- 
a token of their appreciation of his services. 

Left fatherless at a very tender age, Andrew Baker, when a lad of ten 
years, was sent west by the Sew York Juvenile Asylum to Danville, Illinois, 
and found a good home with S. P. LeSeve. a very prominent farmer of this 
locality. His education was largely acquired in the schools of this district 
and through practical experience. He remained wit11 Mr. LeNeve for three 
years and then at the age of thirteen started out to make his own way in the 
world unaided. Continuing in this locality, he gave his attention to farm 
work, and at length he turned his attention to merchandizing, in which he 
continued for twenty-one years, conducting a store at -Pilot. His long identifi- 
cation therewith indicates his success, for during much of that period he en- 
joyed a large and growing trade, the public according him a liberal patronage. 
As the years passed he made progress and eventually became the owner of 
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good property. H e  now owns a farm in Lake county of one hundred and 
eighty-two acres, on which he has a tenant. In 1885 he purchased his present 
residence and he also owns the building in which his office is located, at No. 
608 Seminary street. His realty possessions are the visible evidence of his 
life of well directed effort and industry and prove that success is not a matter 
of genius but results from clear judgment, experience and indefatigable energy. 

On the 1st of January, 1882, Mr. Baker was married to Miss Ida B. Piper, 
a daughter of Joseph H. and Rebecca (Trimmell) Piper. They have two chil- 
dren. The son, Walter E., who is a graduate of Illinois College and is now 
cashier of the Wells Fargo Company at Ottumwa, Iowa, married Miss Minnie 
A. Busch, who is a graduate of the Illinois University. ' Flossie J., who was 
educated in Vermilion county, is the wife of Ben Cox, of Oakwood township, 
and they have one child, Ross Baker. 

Mr. Baker and his family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and take an active and helpful part in its work and upbuilding. His political 
support is given to the republican party and at three different tirr.es he has 
been elected constable and is now serving his tenth year in that position. He 
also served as postmaster at Pilot and was assistant postmaster there for four- 
teen years. The cause of education has found in him a warm friend whose 
labors as school director' have been effective in promoting the advancement of 
the schools. No public trust reposed in him has ever been betrayed in the 
slightest degree. H e  is loyal to every public confidence, and in the discharge 
of his duties has proven his capability as well. 

WILLIAM J. SANDUSKY. 

The marvelous advancement of modern civilization is strikingly presented 
when we consider the contrast between the conditions that prevailed in the 
agricultural communities of Illinois in the pioneer times before the Civil war 
and those that prevail in the first decade of the twentieth century. In the 
earlier days the entire family generally lived in a log cabin of one or two 
rooms; people traveled on foot or on horseback; there were no macadamized 
roads; bridges were very few and far between; markets were many miles away; 
all farm produce and merchandise was conveyed by wagon or by boat; and 
means of communication with the great world were indeed uncertain. The 
family, which often included ten or twelve children, was supplied only with 
the simplest necessities, raising its own food--except what was secured by the 
use of the rifle in the forest-and the women of the household manufacturing 
the clothing of all its members. An economy prevailed of which we hardly 
have conception. Money was scance and a silver dollar was regarded with 
a greater respect than a twenty dollar gold piece under present conditions. 
When we consider the transformation to the beautiful homes of today, the 
elegantly equipped railway train or  the easy riding automobile, the newspaper, 
telegraph, telephone, the department store, well-conducted schools and colleges 
and numberless other accessories of modern life, then may we perceive that 
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the world has, indeed, moved and we are living in the midst of so many bless- 
ings that we have become almost inse~sible to  their presence. 

Such are the ideas suggested by a consideration of the opportunities of 
William J. Sandusky, whose name appears a t  the head of this review, as com- 
pared with those possessed by the earlier members of the family, who assisted 
so materially in the upbuilding of central Illinois. The father of our  subject, 
Josiah S, Sandusky, was born -in Vermilion county, Illinois. September I I, 1837. 
H e  early gained acquaintance with the hardships attendant upon the settle- 
ment of a new country and as the years passed k a m e  himself one of the 
instrumentalities in the wonderful transformation, fortunately living until he 
abundantly enjoyed the advantages that modem conditions supply. 

The Sandusky family is of Polish origin, the name originally having been 
spelled Sodowsky. The fwnder of the family in America was of noble an- 
cestry and was banished from his native land oneaccount of his efforts in be- 
half of liberty for his suffering countrymen. Attracted westward, he came to 
America in 1856 and was here married to a sister of Governor Inslip, of the 
colony of Virginia, but some years later, after the close of the Revolutionary 
war, was murdered through mistake as to his identity by Indians in northern 
Ohio, who had been imposed upon by white men and took revenge on the first 
member of the race they met, killing one of their best friends. The bay of 
Sandusky and also the city of Sandusky, Ohio, took their name from this 
brave pioneer. The grandparents of our subject on his father's side were 
Abraham and Jane (McDowell) Sandusky, both natives of Bourbon county, 
Kentucky, the former burn March 29, 1793, and the latter December 16, 1792. 
They emigrated with five children to Illinois in 1837 and the original cabin 
that sheltered the pioneer family stood near the spot now occupied by the 
beautiful and commodious family home which was erected by the father of 
our subject in 1872. Eight children blessed their union: Harvey, Elizabeth, 
Agnes, William, Abraham, Euphemia, Jane and Josiah. Harvey retained the 
original spelling of the family name-Sodowsky-all other members of the 
family adopting the Americanized style. 

Josiah Sandusky, the youngest of the children, became owner of a farm 
inherited from his father and added to it as the years passed until his place 
comprised more than one thousand acres and was known as one of the most 
valuable landed possessions in this part of the state. For many years he was 
in partnership with his brother Abraham in farming and stock raising and he 
become a leading breeder of fine stock and fast horses, buyers coming to visit 
his herds from all parts of the United States. As the years passed he gathered 
a fine library and became an unusually well informed man, although possessing 
limited opportunities of education in his youthful days. and he will long be 
remembered as a true gentleman and a man who never departed from the path 
of rectitude and honor. He  was called from earthly scenes February 13, 1301, 
at the age of sixty-four years, and his remains were deposited by loving hands 
in their last resting place in Sandusky cemetery in the region where he had spent 
his life and where he accomplished a noble mission and established a reputa- 
tion based upon the best qualities of American citizenship that will endure as 
a monument to  his memory. On December 18, 1873, he was married to hiiss 
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Susan Moreland, a daughter of Thomas and Catherine (13edges) Moreland, 
who.were both of English ancestry. Five children were born to the union, 
three of whom are living: Pearl, born January 27, 1878; Abraham J., October 2,' 

1883; and William J., our subject. 
Born on the home farm May 27, 1888, William J. Sandusky was educated 

in the district schools and the Danville high school, later taking an i&c=!t.;ra! 
course at the University of Illinois. Returning home, he assumed the man- 
agement of the family estate, which now comprises about twelve hundred and 
fifty acres of land and is one of the most complete farm properties in this part 
of the country. 

On June 20, 1909, Mr. Sandusky was married to Miss Pearl Burk, the 
accomplished daughter of William and Martha (Snyder) Burk, of Danville, 
and they have one child, Jane bandusky, born August 31, 1910. Mr. San- 
dusky is socially identified with the Phi Alpha Delta, a Greek college fra- 
ternity, and is in sympathy with the principles of the republican party, although 
he has strong prohibition tendencies, having observed the evil effects of al- 
coholic liquors. He holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal church and 
at the beginning of his active career possessed opportunities of usefulness that 
few can claim even under the most favoring conditions. As a representative 
of a prominent family he has many well wishers who have every reason to 
prophesy that he will prove a worthy successor to a long line of noted an- 
cestry. 

SAMUEL A. JENKINS. 

Samuel A. Jenkinq a prosperous and well known farmer of Newel1 township, 
Vermilion county, who is a native of this county, has spent his entire life here. 
He was born August 13, 1864, a son of Richard M. and Lucinda (Mullen) 
Jenkins, who came from Ohio to this state in 1863 and settled in this county. 
The father was a good farmer and became the owner of a highly cultivated 
place of two hundred and eighteen acres, upon which he lived, enjoying the 
prosperity which usually comes to one who performs his duty faithfully, until 
his death, which occurred January 22, 1902. The mother departed this life 
October 28, 1899, greatly mourned by her family and many friends in this por- 
tion of the county. There were born to Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins five children: 
John F., a sketch of whom appears in this work; Elnora; Clara Dell, who died 
in infancy; Samuel, the subject of this review; and Alice. 

Samuel A. Jenkins grew up upon the farm and gained his education in the 
district school, where he was an apt pupil, even in his early years giving evidence 
of an ability which has since manifested itself in carrying out the practical 
duties of life. He lived with his parents until their death and has since made 
his home with his sister at the old homestead. In addition, however, to  the 
operation of this farm, he has acquired seventy-five acres of land adjoining, 
which he has himself improved and which is one of the valuable tracts of farm- 
ing land in the township. Mr. Jenkins is not only a thorough agriculturist but 
he also understands stock-raising and marketing and all the details that con- 
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tribute toward the life of a successful farmer, fully awake to  the improvements 
of the age and occupying a high standing in the community. 

Mr. Jenkins has never married. From the time he cast his first ballot he 
has been identified with the republican party, believing that its principles are 
best adapted for free institutions and also that it is the party which best repre- 
sents the spirit of progress which is abroad all over the world, especially in a 
great republic. H e  has never been a candidate for the honors of party office, 
but for four years he acted as constable of the township, performing the duties 
of the position with the same interest and zeal that he bestows upon his own 
private affairs. Mr. Jenkins is a member of one of the stanch families of Ver- 
milion county whose name has always been a synonym for industry, integrity 
and right living. H e  is an enterprising and progressive citizen and has well 
earned the confidence and esteem not only of the people of his own township 
but of the well disposed citizens in the county. 

ANDREW C. DANIEL. 

Throughout Danville and Vermilion county Andrew C. Daniel is spoken 
of in terms of admiration and respect. His life was so varied in its activity 
and so honorable in its purposes, so far-reaching and beneficial in its effects, 
that it became an integral part of the history of the city, In no sense a man 
in public life, he nevertheless exerted an immeasurable influence in the city 
of his residence by the extent and importance of his business interests, by his 
unfeigned cordiality and charming personality that made him a favorite in 
social circles and by his generous support of those measures which he believed 
would be of benefit to the individual and to  the community a t  large. 

A native of New York, Mr. Daniel was born in Mooresville March 26, 
1835, the schools of the Empire state affording him his educational privileges. 
That he early became cognizant of the value of industry and integrity as 
factors in a successful business career is evidenced by the results which he 
achieved in later years. When a young man he came to Danville with the 
firm of Kirkland Brothers, mine operators, and remained with them for sev- 
eral years. Later he was associated with Roswell Smith, a former owner of 
the Century Magazine. Afterward he organized the Ellsworth Coal Company. 
His keen insight enabled him to see business openings and to look beyond the 
exigencies of the moment to the possibilities of the future. He eagerly grasped 
every opportunity for legitimate and honorable advancement, and his business 
career was therefore marked by continuous and admirable progress. After 
being associated for some time with the development of mining interests in 
this region he became a partner of the late IV. P. Cannon in organizing the 
local street railway system and also the Electric Light & Gas Company. which 
later disposed of its plant and stock to the McKinley system. His efforts in 
both directions constituted a valuable element in the city's growth and upbuild- 
ing. As opportunity offered, he made judicious investments in real estate. and 
his interests in city property became extensive. H e  was the owner of the 
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Daniel block and other valuable realty which returned t o  him an excellent in- 
come during the last twelve years of his life, in which he lived retired save 
for the management of his property. 

Mr. Daniel was married in Danville, in 1865, to Miss Jane C. Palmer, a 
daughter of Levin T. Palmer, who came to Illinois from Long Island, New 
York. Unto them was born a daughter, now Mrs. A. R. Samuel. 

The death of Mr. Daniel occurred on the 11th of October, 1907. H e  was 
always independent in politics, supporting the candidates whom he thought best 
qualified for office without regard to party affiliation. In his fraternal relations 
he was a Mason and attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He 
was greatly interested in schools and for several years served on the board of 
education, during which time he did all in his power to perfect the system of 
public instruction and make the schools of the city a force in character building 
as well as in the business life of the children who were soon to take their places as i 
factors in the workaday world. He attended the Presbyterian church and his life 
was exemplary in all that he did. His record conformed to the strictest principles 
of business honor and his success was never attained by the sacrifice of others' 
interests. He was known and honored for his genuine worth, for his progres- 
siveness in citizenship, his loyalty in friendship and his devotion to his family. 

JOSIAH SANDUSKY. 

Among the prominent farmers and successful stockmen of Vermilion county 
probably none were better known than Josiah Sandusky, who for many years 
was actively identified with the agricultural interests of this section of the 
state. His entire life was passed in this county, his birth occurring in Car- 
roll township, September 11, 1837, his parents being Abraham and Jane San- 
dusky. The family was founded in America by Sodowsky, a Polish exile of 
noble birth, proud spirit and lofty patriotism, who came to this country in 
1730 and settled in Virginia. Unable longer to tolerate the despotic rule of 
Russia, he became the leader in a rekllion against the czar and when de- 
feated, but not subdued, he came to America. Later he married the daughter 
of a wealthy planter named Inskip, of the colony of Virginia, and his son, Cap- 
tain James Sodowsky, joined Count Pulaski's Polish regiment of American volun- 
teers during the war of the Revolution. H e  was married in Hardy county, 
Virginia, in 1782, to Miss Mary Ball Brown, a direct descendant of Mary 
Ball, the mother of George Washington, and removed to Kentucky the same 
year. At his death he left six children, namely: Andrew, Thomas, Mrs. Sarah 
Parker, Jacob, Isaac and Abraham. For many years the father of James San- 
dusky. was employed as a trader with the Indians on Lake Erie, and the town 
and bay where the city of Sandusky now stands took their name from him. He 
was later killed by the red men. 

The name of Sandusky is derived from the word Out-Sand-Ouke, mean- 
ing clear water or Sa-Dusti, meaning large body of water. I t  has been va- 
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riously spelled by members of the family-Sodowsky, Sanduski and Sandusky 
-but the original spelling was Sodowsky, as used by the first American an- 
cestor, Jacob Sodowsky. His sons, James and Jacob Sandusky, removed from 
Virginia to Kentucky in 1773, shortly before the invasion of Daniel Boone, 
and later James settled in Bourbon county, that state, the family clearing large 
tracts of land in different sections of the country, while his two sons, Isaac 
and Abraham, subsequently came to Vermilion county, Illinois. Our subject's 
great-grandfather, Jacob Sodowsky, also joined the continental army during the 
war for independence and was present at the surrender of Cornwallis. Suhse- 
quent generations took part in the war of 1812, and the family has ever been a 
patriotic and loyal one, known for their strong traits of character, good common 
sense and loyal citizenship. 

Abraham Sandusky, the father of our subject, was born March 29, 1793, 
in Kentucky, and in early manhood married Jane >fcDowel, who was born De- 
cember 16, 1792, and died in 1865, while his death occurred in 1866. They be- 
came the parents of the following children: Harvey, Elizabeth, Polly, Agnes, 
William, Abraham, Euphemia, Jane and Josiah, all of whom are now deceased 
with the exception of Abraham, who with his brother William became a promi- 
nent farmer and stockman of Carroll township, Vermilion county, Illinois. Most 
of this family took the name of Sandusky, but Harvey retained the ancestral 
spelling of Sodowsky. 

During his boyhood Josiah Sandusky attended the district school near his 
home and later through reading, observation and experience became a well in- 
formed man. He was particularly fond of reading and possessed a retentive 
merliory. Throughout his business career he carried on general farming and 
stock-raising and remained at home until his father's death, which occurred when 
he was about twenty-nine years of age. Subsequently he formed a partnership 
with his brother Abraham, which connection continued for many years. He in- 
herited some land from his father's estate and, prospering in his farming opera- 
tions, he added to his property as his financial resources increased until he was 
the owner of one thousand acres of very valuable and productive land in this 
section of the state. He devoted considerable attention to the raising of stock and 
at the time of his demise possessed one of the largest herds of duchess cattle 
in the world. Stock dealers came to him from all parts of the United States 
and Canada not only to buy his cattle but also horses, for he was one of the lead- 
ing breeders of fast stock, both running and trotting, in this part of the country. 
At a sale which was held subsequent to his death his horses brought about five 
thousand dollars, while the sale of his cattle returned to the family ten thousand 
and seven hundred dollars. He did much to improve the grade of stock in this 
portion of the state and thereby materially advanced prices. In the management 
of his affairs he was careful, systematic and methodical, and above all he was 
strictly honest in every trade transaction. He became one of the owners of the 
Indianola Fair Association and did everything in his power to promote the in- 
terests of agriculturists. 

On the 18th of December, 1873, Mr. Sandusky married Miss Susan Margaret 
Moreland, a native of Bourbon county, Kentucky, who was educated at St. 
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Mary's School near Terre Haute, Indiana, and was a very bright, intelligent 
woman. Her parents were Thomas and Catherine (Hedges) Moreland, also 
natives of Kentucky, and on the paternal side she is of Scotch-Irish descent. 
Her great-grandfather, William Moreland, settled in Pennsylvania prior to the 
Revolutionary war and from that state his son William removed to Kentucky, 
where he married Margaret Whaley. They made their home in Morelandville, 
Fayette county, about twelve miles from Lexington on the Paris and Lexington 
pike. The village was named in his honor and the Masonic lodge of that place 
also bears his name. William Moreland and his wife were the parents of three 
sons and 3 daughter, of whom Thomas Moreland, the father of Mrs. Sandusky, 
was the third in order of birth. He engaged in breeding and dealing in fine 
horses in ICeiitucky and later, on account of ill health, came to Illinois, settling 
in Carroll townshinp, Vermilion county, in 1857. Here he died in 1864. In 
Bourbon county, Kentucky, he had married Miss Catherine Hedges, a daughter 
of Peter Hedges, a native of Virginia. The Hedges family was connected with 
the nobility of England, being descended from Sir Charles Hedges, who was 
prominent in the court of Queen Elizabeth. The first of the name to come to 
American was Joseph Hedges, who was disinherited by his father for marrying 
outside of the nobility, but he was true to the woman whom he loved and wedded, 
a merchant's daughter. He brought his bride to the new world, settling with the 
Virginia colony at Jamestown. To Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moreland were born 
nine children, four of whom are now living, namely: Susan M., the widow of 
Josiah Sandusky; Fannie Z., who makes her home with her elder sister; John T., 
of Columbia, Missouri; and Kate, the wife of Charles Cooper, of Greencastle, 
Indiana. The father of these children passed away in January, 1864, and the 
mother, who long survived him, died in August, 1897, at the age of sixty-nine 
years. 

The republican party found in Mr. Sandusky a stanch supporter of its prin- 
ciples but he never cared for the honors or emoluments of public office, prefer- 
ring to devote his entire time and attention to his business interests and to his 
family. After a useful and well spent life he passed away on the 13th of Feb- 
rury, 1901, and was laid to rest in the Sandusky cemetery in Carroll township. 
He is still survived by his wife, who ever proved to him a true helpmate and 
companion. He was a man devoted to his home and family, and he possessed 
those characteristics that won the friendship and lasting regard of those with 
whom he was brought in contact. 

Of the five children born to Mr. and Mrs. Sandusky the oldest, a daughter, 
died in infancy and the third, a son, also died in infancy. Pearl, the second 
child, was born January 22, 1878, and was married on the 29th of October, 192, 
to Forrest Fisher Pyne, of Los Angeles, California, who died on the 24th of 
June, 1903. He was born in Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1872, and after com- 
pleting his education at a college in Iowa was engaged in the piano business in 
California, owning two stores there. His father was an inventor and helped 
to install several flourmills throughout this county. Abraham H. Sandusky, the 
fourth of the family, who was born October 2, 1882, and is now living in Cali- 
fornia, was married on the 4th of October, I@, to Miss Suzanne Reynolds, of 
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Whittier, that state, who was born in Indiana, September 28, 1884. William J., 
born May 27, 1888, completes the family. He  was married June 20, 1909, to 
Miss Pearl Burk, whose birth occurred near Potomac, Illinois, October 4 1889. 
They have one child, James, born August 31, 1910. The family has become 
prominent in the various communities where it.s representatives have resided 
and those living in Vermilion county are held in the highest estem. 

COMMODORE PERRY BROWN. 

Among the successfuI citizens of Vermilion county now living retired may 
be named Commodore Perry Brown, who occupies a beautiful home at No. 1656 
North Vermilion street, Danville. H e  was born in Parke county, Indiana, in 
1852 and received his Christian name from Commodore Perry, who in 1852-4 
was successful in opening up Japan to American commerce, thus assisting largely 
in the progress of civilization on the Orient. The father of our subject, Will- 
iam Houston Brown, was born in Butler county, Ohio, in 1814 and was a suc- 
cessful farmer. H e  came to Vermilion county in 1856 and settled at  Ridge Farm, 
where he spent the remainder of his life, passing away in November, 1898. 
Lydia (Lusk) Brown, the mother of our subject, was a native of Parke county, 
Indiana, born in 1831. The grandfather, Samuel Brown, was the son of a Revo- 
tionary war patriot and served in a Pennsylvania regiment, while the mother's 
father, Salmon Lusk, was a soldier in the war of 1812. The latter married 
Mary Beard, a daughter in the family that baked and furnished the bread for the 
regiment in which Salmon Lusk served. Her  father, John Beard, came west 
in the early days and was extensively interested in building gristmills. He  built 
the first gristmill at Kankakee, Illinois, and was well known among the pioneer 
settlers. 

The subject of this review grew up under the favoring influences of a good 
home and attended the district school at Ridge Farm, Illinois, and for one year 
was a student in Wabash College. Going to Chicago, he took a business course 
in one of the commercial schools of the city and also a medical course in Rush 
Medical College. Since arriving at manhood he has been deeply interested in 
medical and scientific subjects but he has never followed the practice of medicine. 
After leaving school he began his business career as a farmer at  Murdock, Doug- 
las county, Illinois, and also at Ridge Farm, applying himself with such diligence 
that he became in a large degree independent financially. Progressive and en- 
ergetic in business affairs, he was not obliged to wait long years before reaping 
the benefits of his efforts. His farming interests at Ridge Farm assumed such 
favorable proportions that in 1893, on account of his wife's health, he retired 
from active work and has since made his home in Danville. Here lie has had 
opportunity for reading and investigation in science and iiterature, a t  the same 
time possessing the advantages of society and recreation not readily available 
in a rural community. 
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In 1885 Mr. Brown was united in marriaeg to Miss Ella Campbell, who was 
born at Murdock, Illinois, in 1865, a daughter of William and Sarah (Helm) 
Campbell. The father was born in Tennessee in 1836 and the mother in Owen 
county, Indiana, in 1835. One child, Oliver P., has blessed the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Brown. He was born in 1887 and received a good education in Dan- 
ville. 

Mr. Brown is not affiliated with any local religious organization but he is an 
active member of the Masonic order and a stanch believer in its fraternal princ- 
ciples. Politically he is inclined to be independent, being of the opinion that a 
strict adherence to one party is detrimental to the best interests of the country. 
He  votes for the man he regards as best adapted to meet the requirements of the 
situation and is opposed to the introduction of national politics into local affairs. 
He has never cared for political honors but as a patriotic citizen assists to the 
extent of his ability in forwarding the best interests of those with whom he is 
associated. 

Lewis Williams, one of the enterprising and industrious business men of 
Danville, is now serving as buyer, secretary and treasurer of the Webster Grocer 
Company. His early home was on the other side of the Atlantic, for his birth 
occurred in England, January 12, 1871, and he is of English descent. His par- 
ents were Richard and Elizabeth (Pike) Williams, both of whom are now de- 
ceased, the father having passed away in November, 1884, and the mother on 
the 14th of October, I*. Having learned the plumber's trade in early life, 
Richard Williams followed that occupation after coming to Danville, where he 
located in 1874. Prior to this, however, he had spent a short time in Chicago, 
but the remainder of his life was passed in Danville. 

To  the public schools of this city Lewis Williams is indebted for the edu- 
cational advantages he received during his boyhod and youth. On starting out 
in life for himself he was first employed as clerk in a shoe store, where he remained 
but a short time, however. He then became connected with the Webster Gro- 
cer Company as a general utility boy. By taking an active interest in the busi- 
n s s  and by being prompt and reliable in the discharge of his duties. he was 
promoted from time to time and has filled every position known in an establish- 
ment of that kind. -4t present he is buyer, secretary and treasurer of the com- 
pany which enjoys a large wholesale trade and for the past twenty-two years 
Mr. Williams has devoted his entire time and energies to pron~ote its success. 
Today he is also financially interested in the concern and the success that he has 
achieved in business is certainly well merited. 

Mr. Williams was married in Chicago on the 24th of April, 1897, to Miss 
Catherine Musgrove, a daughter of Thomas and Lucy hlusgrove, who are of 
Pennsylvania Dutch extraction and are old residents of Danville, where they 
still make their home. Mr. and Mrs. Williams have two children, both born 
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in Danville : Joseph Richard, whose birth occurred November 22, 1905, and Mar- 
tha Elizabeth, born December 14, 1908. 

Mr. Williams' religious faith is indicated in his membership in Trinity Epis- 
copal church, in which he is now holding the office of treasurer, and he has ever 
taken an active and prominent part in church work. At the polls he gives s u p  
port to the republican party and is at all times interested in public affairs, but 
the honors and emoluments of public office have no attraction for him, pre- 
ferring as he does to direct his entire energy to the conduct of his personal af- 
fairs. He  has a t  all times realized the value of perseverance and industry and 
throughout his entire business career these elements have been the salient char- 
acteristics. Having passed almost his entire life in Danville, he has gained an 
extensive circle of friends who entertain for him high regard, while he enjoys 
the respect, confidence and good will of all with whom he has come in contact. 

WIILIAM BOND. 

There is nothing so encouraging to those who have to start out in life empty 
handed as the history of success of a self-made man such as was William Bond. 
His life record proves that prosperity and an honored name may be won simul- 
taneously. From the age of sixteen years he was dependent upon his own re- 
sources and his industry and the utilization of the opportunities that came to 
him enabled him in the later years of his life to live retired. 

His birth occurred in Baltimore county, Maryland, on the 18th of July, 1818, 
and he pursued his education in the schools of that city to the age of sixteen years, 
when he put aside his text-b&ks and made his initial step in the business world. 
Going to New Market, a small village near Baltimore, he there learned the wood- 
worker's trade with his brother and became very proficient in his efforts along 
that line. In 1837 he made his way to Jefferson county, Ohio, in company with 
his brother, the journey being made overland by wagon. There he assisted his 
brother in the manufacture and sale of threshing machines and subsquently re- 
moved to Harrison county, Ohio, settling near Cadiz. There he continued in 
the manufacture of threshing machines and general farm machinery until 1878, 
building a business of large and profitable proportions. He then came to Hoopes- 
ton after selling his farm in Ohio at a very gratifying figure. Following his 
arrival in Vermilion county he purchased a farm near Hoopeston and became a 
well known agriculturist and stock-raiser, carrying on the business here for many 
years but retiring in the latter part of his life. He brought his fields under a 
high state of cultivation, using the latest improved machinery to  facilitate the 
work, and he also kept upon this place high grades of stock for which he found 
a ready sale on the market. In all of his business methods he was practical as 
well as determined and perserving and the results of his activity were measured 
in the tangible terms of success. 

Mr. Bond was married twice. On the 25th of February, 1846, he wedded 
Elizabeth Williams, of Harrison county, Ohio, and they traveled life's journey 
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together for forty-seven years. Mrs. Bond passed away in 1893. Of their five 
children, three died of fever in 1860. The t<in sons are John and Nathan, the 
former a farmer of Minnesota and the latter connected with a publishing com- 
pany in Chicago. On the 29th of August, IWI, Mr. Bond was again married, 
his second union being with Mrs. Amanda C. Bilbo, a daughter of Thomas and 
Ann (Newman) Butt, who were well known farming people of the Antioch 
neighborhood. Mrs. Bond still resides in Hoopeston, where she is well known. 

In the death of Mr. Bond the community lost a citizen whose worth was 
widely acknowledged. His political support was given to the republican party 
and he was not slow to assist any worthy project which promised for the benefit 
and upbuilding of the community. H e  preferred home life to office holding, how- 
ever, enjoyed the companionship of his friends and was ever loyal in all of his 
social relations. In business affairs his integrity was above question and thus 
by a well spent and honorable life he gained the respect and esteem of all with 
whom he was brought in contact. 

HOMER MOORE. 

Homer Moore is a representative of one of the oldest families of Vermilion 
county. Eighty-seven years have passed since his grandparents, Nelson R. and 
Ann (Milligan) Moore, came to this section of the state, arriving in 1823. The 
former was a son of Carroll Moore. In 1764 there were seven brothers who 
sailed from Ireland and made their way to Raleigh, North Carolina, Carroll be- 
ing among this number. At the time of the Revolutionary war he espoused 
the cause of the colonists and aided in the attainment of American independence. 
One of his brothers, however, remained loyal to  the English cause and was 
killed at the battle of Brandywine. 

Elijah Moore, the father of Homer Moore, was born in Georgetown, Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, in 1825, upon the same farm where the birth of his son 
Homer occurred. What a picture of pioneer life the country then presented! 
Its lands were undeveloped, its forests uncut and its streams unbridged. There 
were a few settlers who had recognized the richness of the soil and the oppor- 
tunities here offered and had, therefore, taken up their abode in this district, 
Elijah Moore turned his attention to farming and spent all of his life upon 
the old homestead, where he died when seventy-two years of age. His remains 
were interred in this county. In early manhood he had married Rena Cham- 
bers, who came from Indiana to Illinois. On the 7th of September, 1910, at 
the age of eighty-one years, she passed away a t  the old homestead where she 
had lived since 1848. The farm was originally five hundred acres in extent, 
embracing what is now the southwestern portion of the city of Georgetown. It 
was one of the early developed properties of this part of the state and the rich- 
ncss of the soil made ready response to the care and labor which were bestowed 
upon the fields. 

Homer Moore was educated in the schools of Vermilion county, where his 
birth occurred June 6, 1851. Throughout his youth he worked upon the farm 
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and attended school, his thorough mental training well qualifying him for the 
duties which afterward devolved u p  him. He continued on the old horn* 
stead until twenty-one years of age, when he went to Colusa county, California, 
where he entered one hundred and sixty acres of land. His nearest neighbor 
a t  that time was eight miles away and thus isolated he remained upon the ranch for 
two years. At the end of that time he went to Los Angeles, California, where 
he engaged in the transfer business, but, becoming convinced that the oppor- 
tunities of the middle west were superior to those of the district in which he 
had located, he came back to the old homestead and turned his attention to the 
poultry business in 1878. He maintained an office in Georgetown for a time, 
but afterward, owing to better freight facilities, removed his business to Dan- 
ville in 1889, securing quarters on West Main street. He continued to deal in 
poultry for thirty years and at the end of that time turned the business over to 
his two sons, Paul F. and Homer, Jr. In the intervening three decades he had 
built up a large trade, becoming one of the extensive poultry handlers of this 
part of the state. The city has offered him an excel16nt market and his ability 
in making purchases and sales brought to him the success that now numbers 
among Vermilion county's men of auence .  

On the 12th of October, 1881, Mr. Moore was united in marriage to Miss 
Emma Fisher, and unto them have been born three children: Grace, who is now 
the wife of Harry Kay and has one son, Harold; Paul F., who married Ruth 
Jones ; and Homer, Jr., who wedded May Houck and has one child, Paul Homer. 
On the 23d of November, 1892, Mr. Moore was again married, his second union 
being with Miss Emma Clark, and unto them has been burn a son, Clark, who 
is now a freshman in the high s~hool  of Danville. Mr. Moore is a member of 
the Tribe of Ben Hur and his religious faith is that of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. The members of the family through four generations have been con- 
nected with the vital interests of Vermilion county-with its upbuilding along 
material, intellectual, social and moral lines. They have ever stood for progress 
and Homer Moore, like his father and grandfather, has ever been recognized 
as one of the representative citizens of this part of the state. While he has not 
sought to figure prominentiy in public affairs, he belongs to that class whose 
stable manhood constitutes the source of real strength in the community. 

ALLEN W. BAILEY. 

Allen W. Bailey, a well known butcher and representative business man of 
Danville, was born in Hillsboro, Indiana. February 3. 1871. H e  is the second 
in order of birth in a family of seven children, whose parents are Sanford 
and Sarah Jane (Riston) Bailey, who are now residents of Danville, the father 
carrying on business here as a grocery merchant. In t.he family were the 
following children: Lena, now the wife of Hugh McDermott, a resident of 
Chicago; Allen W. ; Hattie, deceased; William H.! a resident of Danville; 
Callie, the wife of Logan Sloan, of Danville, who is a tinner by trade; and 
Frances, deceased. 
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Allen W. Bailey obtained his education in the public schools of Danville 
and later learned the butcher's trade. Becoming a thorough, practical work- 
man, he embarked in business on his own account in 1898, his first shop being 
a t  308 South street, but in 1901 he removed to 403 South street. 

Mr. Bailey was married in Covington, Indiana, October 10, 1890, to Miss 
Anna Meyers, a daughter of John Meyers, one of the early residents of Dan- 
ville, and they have become the parents of six children, namely: Leon F.; Don- 
ald A*, deceased; Bernard E. ; Russell Sanford; Anna Margaret, and Mary 
Ellen. 

The wife and mother is a communicant of the Roman Catholic church, 
while Mr. Bailey holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. He 
is also a member of the Modern Woodmen of America and in politics is identi- 
fied with the republican party, though he takes no active part in its work and 
has never been a politician in the sense of office seeking. He  is a good, re- 
liable business man and prefers to devote his entire time and attention to his 
business interests. 

SAMUEL CAMPBELL. 

Samuel Campbell, deceased, was the owner of an'excellent farm of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres in Oakwood township, which paid tribute to the care and 
labor which he bestowed upon it. He was born in Newel1 township, Vermilion 
county, in 1847, a son of Joseph and Eliza (Makernson) Campbell, natives of 
New York and of Kentucky respectively. The parents were married in Illinois 
and became farming people of Newel1 township, Mr. Campbell carefully and 
successfully conducting his agricultural interests, so that his financial resources 
increased and he made further investment in real estate until at the time of his 
death he owned six hundred acres of valuable farm land. He died at the age 
of forty-one years and his widow, long surviving him, passed away at  the age 
of eighty-nine. They were among the worthy pioneer people of this section of 
the state and enjoyed the warm regard of all who knew them. Their family 
numbered five children: J. D., of Newel1 township; Jane, who is a resident of 
St. Louis ; Andrew, living in Vermilion county; Mary, whose demise occurred in 
1905; and Samuel, of this review. 

As an Illinois farm boy of the latter part of the nineteenth century Samuel 
Campbell was reared, his time being divided between the duties of the school- 
room, the pleasures of the playground and the work of the fields. On attaining 
his majority he started out for himself, beginning with the cultivation of the old 
homestead. He  followed farming in Newel1 township for a few years and then 
removed to Oakwood township, where he purchased the farm upon which he con- 
tinued to  reside throughout the remainder of his life. He brought the fields un- 
der a high state of cultivation and everything about the farm presented a neat 
and thrifty appearance, indicating his careful supervision and progressive 
methods. 

I n  1879 Mr. Campbell was married to Miss Angie Lynch, a native. of this 
county, and unto them was born a son, William, who died in infancy. The 
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death of Mrs. Campbell occurred in 1881 and about three years later Mr. Camp 
bell wedded Miss Phebe Bradbury, a native of Pennsylvania. They became the 
parents of two children: Bessie E., who died August 12, 1889, at the age of two 
years; and Russell J., at home. The son was provided with a college education. 
In 1906 Mr. Campbell was called upon to mourn the loss of his second wife, who 
died on the 12th of May of that year. In 1909 he married Miss Mary E. Huber, 
a native of Indiana and a daughter of Reuben and Eunice (Simpson) Huber, 
natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio respectively. Their family numbered three 
children but the firstborn died unnamed in infancy and Josephine died at the age 
of two years, leaving Mrs. Campbell as the only surviving member of the family. 

A stalwart republican yet not an office seeker, Mr. Campbell kept well in- 
formed on the questions and issues of the day. He belonged to Collison Lodge, 
A. F. & A. M., and to the Odd Fellows lodge of Danville. He was an earnest 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which his wife also belongs, and 
their many sterling traits of character gained for them the warm and enduring 
regard of a large circle of friends. After a useful and well spent life Mr. Camp- 
bell passed away on the 6th of October, 1910. He had long been a resident of 
Vermilion county and his history was well known to a large circle of friends, 
and there was naught in his life but what commanded high regard and esteem. 

HENRY SILL FORBES. 

Along the highway of usefulness and activity Henry Sill Forbes traveled 
to the goal of success. His start in the business world was a comparatively 
humble one but gradually he advanced until he became well known as a repre- 
sentative of the real-estate and brokerage business in Danville. He was a native 
of Middletown, Connecticut, born October 21, 1829, but being brought to Illinois 
in early manhood he pursued his education in the Danville schools. He then 
entered the employ of local business men, under whose direction he received 
thorough training, and there awakened in him the ambition and desire to one 
day engage in business on his own account. Toward that end therefore he con- 
tinually worked and when he felt that his experience and capital were sufficient 
he embarked in the real-estate and brokerage business, in which he secured a 
large clientage. He handled much property and also commercial paper and was 
well informed concerning the value of both. 

In 1858, in Danville, Mr. Forbes was united in marriage to Miss Lucy H. 
Wright, who died in 1862, leaving two sons, Chester IV. and Frederick A., but 
the latter died in infancy. For his second wife Mr. Forbes chose Miss Geor- 
giana Dann, of Avon, New York, whom he wedded in 1865. She died in 1867, 
leaving a daughter, Georgia. In 1871 Mr. Forbes was again married to Kathe- 
rine G. Harris, who survives him. His son Chester married Eva Snapp, and 
his daughter, Georgia D., is the wife of Alpheus Cruzan, a general contractor. 

Mr. Forbes gave his political allegiance to the democratic party and was al- 
ways interested in matters of progressive citizenship but never sought or de- 
sired office. He held membership in Holy Trinity church and a well spent life 
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made his death greatly repetted by all who knew him. H e  passed away in 1886, 
and his memory is yet cherished by many friends, for he has spent almost his en- 
tire life in Danville and his many good traits of character gained him the confi- 
dence and esteem of those who knew him. 

L. A. CHESLEY. 

The manufacturing interests of Danville find a worthy representative in L. A. 
Chesley, who is now secretary and treasurer of the Danville Foundry and Ma- 
chine Company. H e  was born in this city March 2, 1863, and is a son of Robert 
V. Chesley, who in his day was one of Vermilion county's most prominent and 
brilliant lawyers. The father was born on the 9th of May, 1832, in Vir- 
ginia, his father being Alexander P. Chesley, who at one time served as post- 
master of Danville. Robert Chesley attended school in Columbus, Ohio, and 
on leaving that city came to Vermilion county, Illinois, where he learned the 
harnessmaker's trade, at  which he worked for a number of years, and later en- 
gaged in clerking in a drug store and dry-goods store. He next conducted a 
harness and saddlery shop of his own but later resumed clerking, following that 
occupation until September, 1861. The Civil war having broken out, he then 
enlisted in Company C, Twelfth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, under the com- 
mand of Captain McArthur and General U. S. Grant. H e  participated in a num- 
ber of engagements, including the battle of Fort Donelson, where he was wounded 
in the leg, and was then sent to a hospital. On his recovery he took up the study 
of law, to which he had previously devoted some time while working at his trade. 
H e  was at length admitted to the bar and opened an office in Danville, eventually 
becoming one of the leading attorneys of this section of the state. He was often 
employed on the same cases with Lincoln and Douglas and was regarded as one of 
the most brilliant orators of his time. In politics he was an ardent republican, while 
fraternally he was identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
religiously was a member of the Presbyterian church. 

On the ~ 1 s t  of October, 1852, Robert V. Chesley was married in Danville 
to Miss HeIen M. Russel, who was born in Litchfield county, Connecticut, August 
16, 1830, a daughter of William F. and Emeline (Bradley) Russel, also natives 
of that state. Her father brought his family to Vermilion county in 1833 and 
became one of the leading business men of Danville, taking a prominent part in 
public affairs. H e  was a supporter of the democratic party and a member of the 
Universalist church, the Masonic fraternity and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. He  died in March, 1856, and his wife passed away November 7, 1866. 
There were five children born to Mr. and Mrs. Chesley: Charles E., proprietor 
of the Chesley Boiler Works of Danville; Frederick H., also a resident of Dan- 
ville; John L. and L. A., who make their home in the same city; and Helen g a y ,  
the wife of W. S. Rowlson, of Danville. 

L. A. Chesley attended the public schools of this city until he entered the 
high school, when he was obliged to put aside his text-books and enter upon his 
business career, as his father had died and it was necessary for him to provide 
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for his own support. At the age of fourteen he entered upon an apprentice- 
ship to his uncle, William Reynolds, who was engaged in the jewelry business, 
but, finding that work too confining, a year later he sought employment in the 
general store of Villars Brothers, where he worked as office boy and bookkeeper 
for some time. He was next in the employ of Owens & Pixley, clothiers, with 
whom he remained for three years and then for  a year and a half was with the 
firm of Carson, Pirie, Scott & Company of Chicago. On his return to Danville 
a t  the end of that time Mr. Chesley became connected with the Danville Machine 
Works as bookkeeper, which establishment was organized by William Stewart 
in 1872 and incorporated in 1891 as the Danville Foundry & Machine Company, 
and was conducted by him until his death M2jr 29, 191. hlr. Ghesley was 
elected secretary and treasurer, in which capacity he has since served. They do 
an extensive and profitable business and much of the success of the enterprise is 
due to the untiring and well directed efforts of our subject. 

On the 9th of January, 1882, Mr. Chesley married Miss Helen Stewart, a 
daughter of William Stewart, the founder of the company, and they became the 
parents of three children: Frederick Goulding, born May 13, 1883, is now de- 
ceased. He  was married September 29, I@, to  Mary Winifred Hess, of Dan- 
ville. William Stewart, born November 20, 1885, is the next of the family. 
Helen D., born February 14, 1888, was married January 20, 1909, to J. Gilman 
Oswalt, and they have one child, Fred Chesley, b r n  October 15, zgog. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Chesley is a republican and, although he has 
never taken a very active or prominent part in politics, he is deeply interested in 
public affairs and served three terms as alderman of the fourth ward. In  his 
fraternal relations he is connected with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Royal Arcanum. Such in 
general outline is the history of L. A. Chesley, a man whose activities have 
wrought for good not only to  his own benefit but also to the welfare of the public, 
He has been a champion of progressive measures which have been the motive 
force of Danville's industrial and business development, and in social and busi- 
ness circles he occupies an enviable position. 

HARPER DANIELS. 

The history of Harper Daniels is one which indicates clearly that success is 
ambition's answer; that it is the logical sequence of industry, intelligently di- 
rected. For long years he was connected with agriculture and with mercantile 
interests and is now living retired in the enjoyment of well earned rest. 

He was born at Beverly, West Virginia, October 23. 1841, and is descended 
from ancestry represented in the colonial army in the Revolutionary war. He 
is also a distant relative of Senator Daniels of Virginia. His father. Madison 
Daniels, was born in West Virgina, in 1808, and was a farmer by occupation. 
He  wedded Ellen Skidmore, who was born in 1812. Their family numbered 
nine children, six sons and three daughters. The mother had been previo~sly 
married and by her first husband. William Moore, had one son. David, who is 
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now deceased. The children born unto Mr. and Mrs. Daniels were: George H., 
who married Martha Stemple; Harper, of this review; William P., who 
married Mattie McClain, but both are now deceased; John Allen, deceased, who 
married Marcia Hobart, now conducting the Danville Furniture Company; 
B. W., who is married and resides in Wichita, Kansas; Samuel, who is married 
and lives in San Bernardino, California; Elizabeth, the deceased wife of Alpheus 
Buckey; Mary E., the wife of Aiken Harper, of Davis, West Virginia; and 
Christina, the wife of George E. Elborn, living in Elkins, West Virginia. 

Harper Daniels pursued his early education in the schools of his native state 
and also attended the Old Red Seminary on Pine street in Danville, the highest 
schoc! of the county at that time. He spent the period of his boyhood and youth 
in his native city and was twenty-one years of age when, in response to the call 
of the Confederacy, he joined the First Virginia Battery in the year 1862. He 
was with the Army of the Potomac throughout the period which he spent at 
the front and in Virginia was taken prisoner on the retreat from Gettysburg. He 
was incarcerated from July until Christmas, when he was paroled. 

I t  was subsequent to this time that Mr. Daniels worked in order to earn 
money with which to come to Illinois and in 1865 he arrived in Vermilion county. 
For six months thereafter he was employed as a farm hand and it was subse- 
quent to that time that he completed his education by attending the seminary here. 
In the year 1866 he was married to Miss Elizabeth Chenoweth, who was born 
April 25, 1843, a daughter of William Uhenoweth, a farmer. She has two 
brothers who are yet living and has lost three brothers and three sisters. 

Following his marriage Harper Daniels took up the occupation of farming 
as a life work, purchasing three hundred and twenty acres of land, which he cul- 
tivated and improved, making his home thereon for twelve years. In 1878 he 
rented his farm and removed to Danville. The first three years after taking 
up ifis abode in the city he bought and shipped stock and then turned his atten- 
tion to the furniture and undertaking business. He continued in that line for 
twenty-three years and was one of the leading merchants of the city, having a 
well appointed store. Knowing that satisfied patrons are the best advertisement, 
he put forth' every effort to please his customers and his reasonable prices and 
straightforward dealing won him substantial and well merited success. His ef- 
forts, too, were of a character that contributed to the commercial activity and 
consequent prosperity of the city. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Daniels were born three children. Alice is the wife of 
William K. Johnson, who resides upon a farm near Armstrong, Vermilion county, 
and unto them have been born three children-Harper, Thomas Griffith and Inez. 
Charles M. wedded Mamie Henshaw and with their two daughters, Charline and 
Miriam, they now reside in Los Angeles, California. Laura, the youngest, is 
deceased. The home of Mr. Daniels is a beautiful residence at No. 410 North 
Franklin street and he also owns the building at No. I I I Vermilion street occu- 
pied by J. D. Brosman, from which he receives a good rental. 

Politically Mr. Daniels is a democrat. He served as school director while 
living in the country, but otherwise has not sought to figure in connection with 
public affairs other than through his business interests. He is a member of the 
Woodmen camp of Danville and the Odd Fellows lodge and he also belongs to 
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the Methodist church, serving as a member of its official bosrd for fifty years 
and at all times guiding his life in accordance with its principles. He has traveled 
quite extensively, seeing most points of interest in his own country and visiting 
Alaska as well. He has never faltered in the performance of any duty whether 
of a public or private character and has long since proven himself a worthy and 
valued citizen of Vermilion county, his labors constituting an element in the work 
of general progress and improvement. 

ARTHUR H. JEFFERS. . . 

That the life history of Arthur H. Jeffers is a record of success is due tn 
the persistent effort and intelligently directed industry which he has displayed 
through the years of his connection with agricultural interests in Vermilion 
county. A native of this county, he was born August I ,  1877, a son of Philip 
and Elmira (Dye) Jeffers, who were born in Ohio and came to Vermilion county, 
Illinois, in 1855. The father, who engaged in farming here for a number of 
years, still survives, but the mother passed away in February, 199. In this 
county they reared their family, consisting of seven children, five of whom are 
yet living. 

Fortunate in having his lines cast among the wholesome conditions and health- 
ful environment of the farm, Arthur H. Jeffers grew up amid the busy activi- 
ties of rural life and early became a factor in that life as he assumed the tasks 
that fall to the lot of the country lad. Under the direction of his father he 
learned many lessons concerning the value of industry, energy and integrity, and 
as the years passed he gained a thorough and comprehensive knowledge of the 
various branches of agriculture. He remained at home until attaining man's 
estate, when, deciding to enter the business world on his own account, he chose 
the occupation to which he had been reared as a life vocation. His independent 
career was begun as a renter, in which capacity he operated a farm for nine 
years, and then he purchased his present farm of one hundred and twenty acres, 
situated upon sections g and IS,  Catlin township, upon which he has since made 
his home. Besides his home place he operates a rented farm of three hundred 
acres, and in addition to general farming he engages in the raising and feeding 
of stock, making a specialty of Poland China hogs. He handles a very good 
grade, and the quality of his product insures him high prices and ready sale upon 
the market. Thus his time is fully occupied with his business interests, and to 
the fact that he has never felt any inclination to direct his attention into other 
channels, but has concentrated his energies upon his agricutural pursuits, is 
doubtless due in large measure the success which he now enjoys. 

On Christmas Day, of 1901, Mr. Jeffers was united in marriage to Miss 
Jennie Curtis, whose birth occurred in Vermilion county. She is a daughter of 
F. M. and Mary (Bogger) Curtis, the former a native of Ohio and the latter 
of Vermilion county. The parents are still living, as are also their four children. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jeffers were born two children but Merle H., the elder, is 
the only one now living, the other having passed away in infancy. 
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The Methodist Episcopal church finds in Mr. and Mrs. Jeffers most exemplary 
members, for they have ever sought to govern themselves according to its pre- 
cepts and teachings. Having passed their entire lives within the borders of Ver- 
milion county, both are well known here where they are held in the highest re- 
gard and esteem. Mr. Jeffers has voted with the republican party since age 
conferred upon him the right of franchise, but he has never sought nor desired 
office as the reward for party fealty. Preeninently a home man, he has pre- 
ferred the companionship of his family to outside interests, and yet he has at- 
tained a high place among his fellow citizens who honor him in large measure 
no less for the success which he has attained in agricultural circles than for his 
many excellent traits of character. 

WILLIAM H. GARDNER. 

William H. Gardner, whose Christian character was such as to command 
confidence and respect wherever he was known, was born in Otsego county, New 
York, March 10, 1832, and his life covered the intervening years to the 6th of 
March, I@, when he was called to his final rest. His parents were Potter and 
Mary (Thurston) Gardner, natives of New York, where the father fdlowed 
farming. The son, William H. Gardner, pursued his education in the public 
schools of the Empire state and spent his early life on the old homestead farm, 
where his experiences were such as usually fall to the lot of farm lads. His 
training developed the traits of industry and honesty and he came to recognize 
the fact that diligence and perseverance are the only qualities that constitute a 
substantial foundation for success. In the summer seasons he assisted his father 
in the operation of the home farm and in the winter months engaged in teaching 
school. He remained in the Empire state until he reached the age of twenty- 
four years and in 1856 he moved westward, settling in Woodford county, Illinois, 
where both he and his wife engaged in teaching, Mrs. Gardner even conducting 
classes in her own home before a schoolhouse was built. Following his arrival 
in the mid&e west Mr. Gardner taught school in the winter months and followed 
farming in the summer seasons. H e  displayed pronounced ability as an educator, 
imparting readily and clearly to others the knowledge he had acquired. In time 
he was made superintendent of schools, filling that position acceptably for six 
years. He afterward took up his abode in Butler township, near East Lynn, in 
1875 and remained upon that farm for seventeen years, during which period he 
carefully and systematically tilled his fields, which rendered him ready returns 
in substantial harvests. He then removed to Harvey in 1S92 and there remained 
for ten years. He also spent a year and a half in Rensselaer, Indiana, after 
which he came to Hmpeston and from 1903 until his death lived retired in this 
city. His former success had made it unnecessary for him to again resort to 
labor for a livelihood, for his investments and his capital were such as to provide 
him a goodly annual income. 

I t  was on the 16th of October, 1855, that Mr. Gardner was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Mary E. French, a daughter of James and Cynthia (Baker) 
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French, of Norwich, New York, the former a farmer by occupation. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gardner became the parents of two sons who are yet living: Bert O., a 
resident of Los Angeles, California; and Frank J., of Hoopeston. 

Mr. Gardner was preeminently a man of domestic tastes and regarded no per- 
sonal sacrifice or effort on his part too great if it would promote the welfare and 
happiness of his wife and children. He was also interested in the welfare of 
the community at large and for many years served as county supervisor in Ver- 
milion and Woodford counties. He .c.ras also several times supervisor of Butler 
township and his personal popularity is indicated in the fact that he was elected 
on the democratic ticket in a republican township. He was chosen school treas- 
urer in Harvey, which position he resigned on removing from that place. In 
1870 he joined the Baptist church at Panola, Woodford county, and took an ac- 
tive part in its work. He assisted liberally toward the erection of new churches 
in Panola, East Lynn, Harvey and Hoopeston and was regarded as a pillar of 
the church in all the different localities in which he made his home. After 
coming to Hoopeston he joined the First Baptist church, served as deacon and 
was for many years Sunday school superintendent at Harvey. Whatever he 
could do to advance the interests of the church was cheerfully, willingly and 
quickly done. He belonged to the Masonic fraternity and the organization 
found him an exemplary representative. In fact he was loyal to every cause 
which he espoused and his support of any measure had its root in a desire for 
the public welfare. His influence was a potent force for g o d  and his life record 
constitutes an example well worthy of emulation. 

CLARK S. JONES. 

Clark S. Jones, who has been actively and successfully engaged in general 
agricultural pursuits throughout his entire business career, resides on a farm in 
section 12, hnvi l le  township. His birth occurred in Vermilion cn~inty, Illinois, 
in 1868, his parents being Edward P. and Mary E. (Villers) Jones, the former 
likewise a native of this county and the latter of Ohio. Edward P. Jones, who 
was born in the year 1830, obtained his education in the district schools of Ver- 
milion county and after completing his studies took up the work of the fields. 
Farming claimed his undivided attention throughout his active business career 
and he met with a gratifying measure of success in his undertakings. Any move- 
ment or measure calculated to advance the general welfare has ever found in 
hitn a stanch and helpful champion, and he enjoys a wide and favorable acquaint- - 

ance in the county which has always been his home. 
Clark S. Jones, who was one of a family of six children, began his education 

in the district schools of this county and afterward attended the Danville Semi- 
nary for two years, while subsequently he spent a similar period at Valparaiso 
University. After returning to this county he located on a farm on section 12. 
Danville township, where he has since carried on his agricultural interests with 
marked success, the well tilled fields annually yielding golden harvests as a re- 
ward for the care and labor which he bestows upon them. 
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As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life, Mr. Jones chose Miss 
Lillian S. Smith, of Vermilion county, Indiana, who was educated at Perrys- 
ville, that state. Unto them were born two children, Carl S. and Winifred. The 
wife and mother was called to  her final rest in 1906, her death being the occa- 
sion of deep and widespread regret. 

Mr. Jones has ever proven a most loyal and public-spirited citizen, doing every- 
thing in his power to  promote the best interests of the people at large. As he 
has lived in this county throughout practically his entire life, he has an extensive 
acquaintance here and his friends know him as an enterprising agriculturist and 
a man of genuine worth. 

GRANT W. GOODWINE. 

Among the general farmers of Vermilion county Grant W. Gaudwine, of 
Potomac, occupies a prominent pIace, belonging as he does to one of the lead- 
ing families of the county and being the owner of one of the finest farms in this 
part of the state. Mr. Goodwine was born in Vermilion county, August 7, 1879, 
and is a son of John W. and Arminda (Sperry) Goodwine, and grandson of 
Erastus and Ruth (Reese) Sperry. The maternal grandfather was a native of 
Ohio and came to this county with his parents and lived in Blount township, 
where he died May 14, 1852, being then thirty-two years of age. The grand- 
mother was burn near Indianapolis and they were married in 1840. They had 
five children, three of whom are now living: Wallace, a merchant of Muncie, 
Indiana; Arminda, the mother of our subject; and Amanda, the wife of S. B. 
Dearnude, of this county. 

Grant W. Goodwine was reared under the protective care of a loving father 
and mother and was educated in the common schools. Having grown up in the 
atmosphere of the farm, he became thoroughly familiar with its various labors 
and at eighteen years of age he began farming in Pilot township, where he con- 
tinued with marked success until five years ago, since which time he has resided 
in Potomac. He and his mother are the owners of nine hundred and fifty acres 
of land, which is ultimateIy to become the property of the son. The farm is 
one of the finest in the county and is supplied with every convenience for carry- 
ing forward all operations pertaining to agriculture and the raising of live stock. 

In 1903 Mr. Goodwine was united in marriage to Miss Pearl Lee, of Ross- 
ville; this county, and one child was born to them, Harold Fremont, who makes 
his home with his grandmother, Arminda Goodwine. By the visitation of death 
the household was deprived of the wife and mother in 1904 and four years later, 
in 1908, Mr. Goodwine was again married, the lady of his choice being Frances 
Amelia Price. One child has come to bless this union : Lee Ruth, who was born 
July 18, 1910. ' 

Since reaching his majority Mr. Gpodwine has been a supporter of the re- 
publican party, voting for those men and measures that he considers most im- 
portant in subserving the interests of the country. He and his wife afe con- 
sistent members of the Christian church and are active supporters of all good 
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works in which the church or the community is interested. While Mr. Good- 
wine is just fairly stated in his career as a leading business man in his part of 
the county, his friends have confident expectations that he will exert a great 
influence for the upbuilding of this region. As a citizen he is justly held in 
high esteem and as a representative of an honored family no record of the 
county would be complete without his name. 

JAMES HART. 

A period of thirty-eight years spent in Jamaica township, Vermilion county, 
has made James Hart well known to the residents of this district, among whom 
he is recognized as one of the most progressive and prosperous farmers and 
representative citizens of the community. Born on the farm which is yet his 
home, on the 24th of June, 1872, he is a son of Michael and Rosa (Kelly) 
Hart, natives of Ireland, the former's birth occurring in County Belfast and 
the latter's in County Connaught. Extended mention of them is given in con- 
nection with the sketch of John E. Hart. 

Upon the home farm James Hart was reared to manhood, no event of 
special importance coming to vary the routine of life for him during the period 
of his boyhood and youth. He attended the common schools near his home in 
the pursuit of an education, and later profited by a commercial course in the 
Dznville Business College, from which he was graduated with the class of 
1894. Thus well equipped for the practical and responsible duties that come 
with business life, he returned to the homestead and was there identified with 
his father and brother, John E. Hart, in cooperative farming, which relation 
was maintained until the death of the father in 1905. At that time he inherited 
eighty acres of the homestead, as did also his brother, and the remaining five 
hundred and eighty acres of the father's estate were divided equally between 
the sons at the death of the mother, who was to retain the use of it through- 
out her lifetime. Thus James Hart is operating two hundred and ninety acres 
of land in connection with his home farm of eighty acres, and his efforts are 
proving resultant forces in the acquirement of a prosperity which ranks him 
among the substantial and prosperous agriculturists of Jamaica township. The 
early practical experience received on the old home farm under the direction 
of his father, supplemented by thorough commercial training, served as an 
excellent foundation upon which he has subsequently builded a successful ca- 
reer, and with the passing of the years, prosperity has come to him as the 
direct and well merited reward of earnest labor and unfaltering diligence, so 
that he is now ranked among the substantial and successful agriculturists of 
his section of the county. 

On the 6th of November, 1895, Mr. Hart was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth Kelly, of Danville, a daughter of William KeIly, now deceased, Unto 
this union were born seven children; but two, Kelly E. and Rosalie, have now 
passed away. Those surviving are William J., Lola R., Everett, Teresa and 
Helen E. The parents hold membership in the Catholic church and the high 
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place which they occupy in the regard and esteem of all who know them, has 
its root in their many excellent traits of character. 

Although one of the salient features in the success of Mr. Hart has been 
his close application to business, his personal affairs demanding almost his en- 
tire time and attention, he has, nevertheless, never been too busy for partici- 
pation in those things which are matters of interest to all true American citi- 
zens. His  standing in the local ranks of the democratic party is indicated by 
the fact that several times he has represented his township as central commit- 
teeman, and he is now serving in the capacity of a member of the school board, 
educational interests finding in him a stanch champion. In every instance he 
has served his community to the best of his ability, and his interest in the 
public welfare has never been questioned. The substantial qualities which he 
has manifested in both his business and public life have gained for him a promi- 
nent position among the representative citizens of Jamaica township, and yet 
his success in life is measured not less by the high place which he has won in 
the respect, confidence and good will of all who know him than by reason of the 
honorable and manly principles which have ever governed his private life. 

MRS. ANN M. ROSS. 

Mrs. Ann M. Ross, who lives upon a beautiful farm in Grant township and 
is highly esteemed throughout the entire region on account of her praiseworthy 
qualities, is a native of Grant county, Indiana, where she was born in 1856. She 
is a daughter of Thomas Tribbey, a native of Clarksville, Clinton county, Ohio, 
who came to Vermilion county after the close of the Civil war, about 1867, and 
here he engaged as a farmer and upon his retirement removed to the village of 
Hoopeston, where he departed this life in 1901. Mr. Tribbey was a man of 
upright character and a sincere believer in the Christian religion, being identi- 
fied for many years with the Methodist Episcopal church. The mother of our 
subject was before her marriage Priscilla Ann Ward and was born in North 
Carolina. Eight children came to bless the home of Mr. and Mrs. Tribbey, 
seven of whom are now living: Elizabeth; Ann M.; Belle; George; Mary; 
Sadie, now Mrs. James Wallace; and William. 

The  subject of this review was educated in the district schools and grew up 
under the sheltering care of a kindly home. In 1887, she was united in mar- 
riage to Nelson Ellsworth Ross, who was born in Ohio, August 31, 1842, and 
in 1860 came to Vermilion county, where he engaged in farming and by diligence 
and economy became the owner of a well improved farm of one hundred and 
eighty-four acres, also being identified with several important business enterprises. 
Upon the organization of the Farmers Grain Company he was selected as its 
president, serving until the time of his death. H e  was a man of great publilcl 
spirit and, while he did not possess aspirations t o  hold political office, he dis- 
charged with special ability the duties of several official positions in his town- 
ship, being also president of the board of commissioners for many years. He 
was a man of fine social qualities, liberal in the support of all public or  private 
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enterprises that aimed t o  advance the permanent interests of the region, and 
his departure from a useful career was. regarded as a heavy loss not only to  his 
family but t o  the entire community. Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ross, one of whom, John Thomas, is now living a t  Hoopeston. 

Mrs. Ross is an  active member of the United Brethren church, whose tenets 
she receives as expressive of the divine word. She has always aimed to be 
true to her church and to her responsibilities and the world is better for her 
presence. She is a woman of broad sympathies and generous spirit and has 
many warm friends in Vermilion county, where for more than forty years she 
has made her home. 

ABEL W. PAYNE. 

To Abel W. Payne, a farmer, and also for some years justice of the peace 
of Newel1 township, belongs the honor of having been the third man to enlist 
in the army from Vermilion county in response to President Lincoln's call 
for volunteers to put down the rebellion. Three times he enlisted during the 
war, and it is doubtful whether any soldier of the Union attempted more con- 
scientiously to perform his duty. 

He  was born in Vermilion county in 1841 and is a son of J. and Verletta 
(O'Neal) Payne. The parents were both natives of Indiana and came to this 
state in 1832, settling on a farm in Vermilion county, where they continued 
until the death of the mother. The father went to Texas in 1849 and 
there remained for six years, at the end of which time he returned to Illinois 
and married as his s eco~d  wife Priscilla Beasley, a native of Illinois. He 
took up his residence in Danville, where he met his death in a political riot in 
1863. Mrs. Payne died shortly afterward, leaving two children: J. B., now 
in the insurance business at Potomac, this state; and Hattie, now Mrs. J. hl. 
Barrows. The subject of this review was the sixth of seven children born to 
J. Payne by his first wife, the names of the others being: William O., Alonzo 
G. and Malinda, all deceased; Permelia, Addison C., deceased, and George, 
who died in infancy. 

Until his mother's death Abel W. Payne continued with his parents. He 
had then arrived at the age of nine years, and from that time he has provided 
for himself. Up to the period of the Civil war he worked by the month among 
the farmers of the neighborhood. In 1861 he enlisted in Company C, Twelfth 
Illinois Volunteers, under Captain Samuel Frazier. At the close of the term 
of enlistment, which was for three months, Private Payne reenlisted in Com- 
pany K, Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers, under Captain Charles Black. for 
a period of three years, but at  the end of eight months was discharged on zc- 
count of disability after participating in the battle of Pea Ridge. However, he 
quickly recovered and again enlisted, serving now in the Sixteenth Regiment 
of Illinois Cavalry under Captain Wolcott. At the battle of Jonesville, Vir- 
ginia, he and a number of companions were taken prisoners by the Confederate< 
and confined at Andersonville prison, Georgia. At the close of the war he re- 
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place which they occupy in the regard and esteem of all who know them, has 
its root in their many excellent traits of character. 

Although one of the salient features in the success of Mr. Hart has been 
his close application to business, his personal affairs demanding almost his en- 
tire time and attention, he has, nevertheless, never been too busy for partici- 
pation in those things which are matters of interest to all true American citi- 
zens. His standing in the local ranks of the democratic party is indicated by 
the fact that several times he has represented his township as central commit- 
teeman, and he is now serving in the capacity of a member of the school board, 
educational interests finding in him a stanch champion. In every instance he 
has served his community to the best of his ability, and his interest in the 
public welfare has never been questioned. The substantial qualities which he 
has manifested in both his business and public life have gained for him a promi- 
nent position among the representative citizens of Jamaica township, and yet 
his success in life is measured not less by the high place which he has won in 
the respect, confidence and good will of all who know him than by reason of the 
honorable and manly principles which have ever governed his private life. 

MRS. ANN M. ROSS. 

Mrs. Ann M. Ross, who lives upon a beautiful farm in Grant township and 
is highly esteemed throughout the entire region on account of her praiseworthy 
qualities, is a native of Grant county, Indiana, where she was born in 1856. She 
is a daughter of Thomas Tribbey, a native of Clarksville, Clinton county, Ohio, 
who came to Vermilion county after the close of the Civil war, about 1867, and 
here he engaged as a farmer and upon his retirement removed to the village of 
Hoopeston, where he departed this life in 1901. Mr. Tribbey was a man of 
upright character and a sincere believer in the Christian religion, being identi- 
fied for many years with the Methodist Episcopal church. The mother of our 
subject was before her marriage Priscilla Ann Ward and was born in North 
Carolina. Eight children came to bless the home of Mr. and Mrs. Tribbey, 
seven of whom are now living: Elizabeth; Ann M.; Belle; George; Mary; 
Sadie, now Mrs. James Wallace; and William. 

The subject of this review was educated in the district schools and grew up 
under the sheltering care of a kindly home. In 1887, she was united in mar- 
riage to Nelson Ellsworth Ross, who was born in Ohio, August 31, 1842, and 
in 1860 came to Vermilion county, where he engaged in farming and by diligence 
and economy became the owner of a well improved farm of one hundred and 
eighty-four acres, also being identified with several important business enterprises. 
Upon the organization of the Farmers Grain Company he was selected as its 
president, serving until the time of his death. He was a man of great publib 
spirit and, while he did not possess aspirations to hold political office, he dis- 
charged with special ability the duties of several official positions in his town- 
ship, being also president of the board of commissioners for many years. He 
was a man of fine social qualities, liberal in the support of all public or private 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 829 

enterprises that aimed t o  advance the permanent interests of the region, and 
his departure from a useful career was regarded as a heavy loss not only to  his 
family but to the entire community. Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ross, one of whom, John Thomas, is now living at Hoopeston. 

Mrs. Ross is an active member of the United Brethren church, whose tenets 
she receives as expressive of the divine word. She has always aimed to  be 
true to her c b r c h  and to her responsibilities and the world is better for ber 
presence. She is a woman of broad sympathies and generous spirit and has 
many warm friends in Vermilion county, where for more than forty years she 
has made her home. 

ABEL IV. PAYNE. 

To Abel W. Payne, a farmer, and also for some years justice of the peace 
of Newel1 township, belongs the honor of having been the third man to enlist 
in the army from Vermilion county in response to President Lincoln's call 
for volunteers to put down the rebellion. Three times he enlisted during the 
war, and it is doubtful whether any soldier of the Union attempted more con- 
scientiously to perform his duty. 

He was born in Vermilion county in 1841 and is a son of J. and Verletta 
(O'Neal) Payne. The parents were both natives of Indiana and came to this 
state in 1832, settling on a farm in Vermilion county, where they continued 
until the death of the mother. The father went to  Texas in 1849 and 
there remained for six years, at  the end of which time he returned to  Illinois 
and married as his second wife Priscilla Beasley, a native of Illinois. He 
took up his residence in Danville, where he met his death in a political riot in 
1863. Mrs. Payne died shortly afterward, leaving two children: J. B., now 
in the insurance business at Potomac, this state; and Hattie, now Mrs. J. M. 
Barrows. The subject of this review was the sixth of seven children born to 
J. Payne by his first wife, the names of the others being: William O., Alonzo 
G. and Malinda, all deceased; Permelia, Addison C., deceased, and George, 
who died in infancy. 

Until his mother's death Abel W. Payne continued with his parents. He 
had then arrived at the age of nine years, and from that time he has provided 
for himself. Up to the period of the Civil war he worked by the month among 
the farmers of the neighborhood. In 1861 he enlisted in Company C, Twelfth 
Illinois Volunteers, under Captain Samuel Frazier. At the close of the term 
of enlistment, which was for three rrionths, Private P a y ~ e  reenli~ter! in Com- 
pany K, Thirty-seventh Illinois Volv:ilteers, under Captain Charles Black. for 
a period of three years, but at the end of eight months was discllarged on zc- 
count of disability after participating in the battle of Pea Ridge. However, he 
quickly recovered and again enlisted, serving now in the Sixteenth Regiment 
of Illinois Cavalry under Captain Wolcott. At the battle of Jonesville, Vir- 
ginia, he and a number of companions were taken prisoners by the Confederates 
and confined at Andersonville prison, Georgia. At the close of the war he re- 
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ceived his honorable discharge, and in view of the sufferings through which he 
passed and the injuries he received in defense of his country, he was some years 
ago awarded a pension of twenty-four dollars per month. Returning home in 
1865, Mr. Payne began to work in the coal mines at Danville, where he con- 
tinued for fifteen years. He then rented land, which he cultivated until 1890, 
when he bought a farm of twenty acres, which he has since operated. He also 
owns a valuable property in Bismarck. 

On  October 10, 1865, Mr. Payne was united in marriage to Miss Harriet 
Balser, a native of Indiana. One child, Thomas L., who is now living a t  
Tilton, this county, was born to them. In 1890 Mr. Payne again married. the 
lady of his choice being Mrs. E. A. Payne, the widow of his brother and a 
native of Albany, New York. She has one daughter by her former husband, 
Hettie, now the wife of Nicholas Baty, of Bismarck. 

Mr. Payne has been throughout life an active supporter of the republican 
party, and he is at  the present time serving as justice of the peace in his dis- 
trict. He is a believer in the Christian religion, and is identified with that 
branch of Christianity which is represented by the Methodist Episcopal church. 
He is a self-made man and by perseverance and attention to duties from day 
to day he has attained the honorable position which he holds in his township, 
as a man who always does as he promises, who is true to his friends, and who 
is ever ready to do anything in his power to  advance the permanent welfare of 
his neighborhood. 

WILLIAM D. DARLEY. 

William D. Darley, identified with farming interests in Vermilion county 
since 1876 and the owner of his present farm of one hundred and fifty-seven 
acres in Side11 township since 1894, was born in Jacksonville, Morgan county, 
Illinois, January 24, 1852, and comes of English ancestry. His parents, Daw- 
son and Bessie (Smith) Darley, were both natives of Yorkshire, England, 
where their youthful days were spent and their marriage was celebrated. Soon 
afterward they decided to try their fortune in the United States and took up 
their abode in Morgan county, Illinois, where Mrs. Darley passed away when 
her son William was only a week old. The father afterward married Miss 
Sarah Dodsworth and made his home in Morgan county up to the time of his 
death, which occurred when he was sixty-five years of age. 

William D. Darley spent his youthful days in his father's home. His edu- 
cational privileges were very meager, being limited to two months' attendance 
at the common schools in the winter seasons. The necessity of providing for 
his own support forced him to start out in life a t  an early age, and after being 
employed as  a farm hand for a considerable period, he began farming on his 
own account by renting land in Morgan county in 1875. The following year 
he came to  Vermilion county and for twenty years cultivated rented land here. 
During that period he carefully saved his earnings until his economical ex- 
penditure and industry brought him sufficient capital to enable him to  purchase 
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one hundred and fifty-seven acres of land in Sidell township. He kcame the 
owner of this property in 1894 and two years later took up his abode thereon 
and has since made it his home. His labors are greatly advancing the work 
of improvement here. He carries on diversified farming and is very successful 
in his work. He is also a stockholder in the Allerton Creamery. 

On the 6th of October, 1874, Mr. Darley was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Walters of Morgan county, Illinois, a daughter of William and Hannah 
(Cooper) Walters, both of whom were natives of Yorkshire, England. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Darley have been born four children: Edwin D., living at Aller- 
ton, this county; Albert L., at home; Ralph W., who follows farming in Edgar 
county, and Bessie, deceased. 

In his political views Mr. Darley is a republican and as every American 
citizen should do, keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day, 
but has never sought office as a reward for party fealty. His wife is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church and during the years of their residence in 
this county b t h  Mr. and Mrs. Darley have gained the warm regard of many 
friends. 

PHINEAS T. REMSTER. 

Phineas T. Remster, of Hoopeston, Vermilion county, who owns a well im- 
proved farm of two hundred and forty acres, and is known as a competent 
business man who generally succeeds in what he undertakes, was born in 
Fountain county, Indiana, in November, 1862, a son of Phineas T. and Mary 
(Brown) Remster. The father was a native of New Jersey and removed to 
Indiana when a young man and enlisted in the Federal army at Covington, be- 
ing enrolled in the Sixty-third Indiana Volunteer Regiment. Shortly after his 
enlistment he died leaving a widow who was the mother of one child, the sub- 
ject of this review. 

Phineas T. Remster, at the age of one year was received into the household 
of his aunt on his mother's side, Mrs. Sarah Brown, the wife of Elias Brown, 
continuing with them until he was twenty-eight years of age. He was educated 
in the public schools, and as he grew up became familiar with farming opera- 
tions, beginning for himself on a farm at twenty-eight years of age. He located 
on section 23, Grant township, in 1891, and for nineteen years vigorously con- 
ducted operations and attained the success that usually attends effort when it 
is rightly directed. His farm is one of the valuable properties of the neighbor- 
hood, and he also owns two hundred acres of land in Prairie county, Arkansas, 
which gives promise of a handsome advance in value as time passes. 

On January IS, I@I, Mr. Remster was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
S. Rusk, a daughter of Josiah Rusk, a native of this state. She proved a faith- 
ful and loving companion and presided over one of the happy households in 
the county, but the unwelcome visitor, death, called her from the family circle 
May 12, 1910, leaving three children: Robert, Pearl and Ora. 

A few months later Mr. Remster rented his farm and 'took up his residence 
a t  Hoopeston, where he now lives. At the present time he is acting as presi- 
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dent of the Farmers' Grain Company of Hoopeston, the president having re- 
cently died. This company was organized in 1908 by the farmers of this region 
and has a capital stock of ten thousand dollars, the following officers being 
chosen at the time of its organization: N. E. Ross, president; P. T. Remster, 
vice president; and 0. M. Ross, secretary. 

Mr. Remster, ever since arriving at voting age, has been an adherent of the 
republican party and takes the interest of a patriotic citizen in the election of 
men whom he considers most competent to administer the laws. That he has 
the confidence of the farming community is evidenced in the office he holds in 
the Farmers' Grain Company, and during many years of active operations on 
the farm his dealings were always characterized by integrity and fairness lvhich 
were ari index of his character. All the property that he has was acquired by 
his industry and good management, and it is hardly necessary to add that he 
is one of the most highly esteemed citizens in this part of Vermilion county. 

ELLIOTT. 

J. H. Elliott, successfully engaged in the lumber business at Oakwood, is 
a young man of enterprise and good ability, who by his well directed efforts 
is steadily working his way upward. His birth occurred in Vermilion county, 
June 2, 1876, his parents being Richard and Jane E. (Jackson) Elliott, who 
were natives of Indiana and Kentucky, respectively. On coming from Illinois 
in 1863 they settled on a farm in Vermilion county and the father continued 
to engage in general agricultural pursuits until 1898, when he retired, and now 
the farm is being operated by his sons, while the father makes his home in 
Jamaica. At the present time he is the owner of two hundred and twelve acres 
of finely improved land and derives therefrom a substantial income. His family 
numbered seven children: William H., who is married and lives in this county; 
Grant H., who is married and makes his home in Vermilion county; Nancy A., 
the wife of 0. P. Sullivan, of Urbana, Illinois; Emma, the wife of Archibald 
Corington, of this county; J. H.; Josephus, who died in August, 1888; and 
Charles C., who is married and lives in Vermilion county. 

J. H. Elliott was reared upon the home farm, remaining there with his 
parents until twenty-three years of age. In the meantime he completed his 
education in the Northern Indiana Normal School and was graduated with the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in 1895. The following year he completed the 
surveyor's course and he took special work in pedagogy at the University of 
Illinois under Dr. Arnold Tompkins, in 1899. He has done excellent work as 
an educator, teaching in the country schools for six years and for five years in 
the city schools, acting as principal of the Oakwood school for four years. H e  
studied each pupil from the standpoint of the individual and adapted his method 
of instruction to the particular need so that his work was entirely satisfactory. 
After retiring from the teacher's profession he became a bookkeeper for the 
Trent Brothers Lumber Company of Oakwood, and still has charge of the 
books. In the meantime he has been admitted to a partnership and is now in 
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full control of the business which under his careful direction is constantly grow- 
ing, returning to the owners a gratifying annual income. - 

On the 22d of March, 1900, Mr. Elliott was mamed to Miss Verna Vil- 
lars, a native of Vermilion county, and a daughter of George H. and Martha . 

(Brewer) Villars, who were also natives of this county, their parents having 
been pioneer settlers of Illinois. Mrs. Elliott is one of five children, the others 
being: Victor V., who is mamed and lives in Champaign county; May, the 
wife of Edgar Darr, of Vermilion county; Clara, the wife of Alfred Waters, 
of Vermilion county; and Charlotte, at home. Of these, May, Victor and Mrs. 
Elliott have all been successful school teachers. The only child born unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Elliott died at the age of four months. In his fraternal relations Mr. 
Elliott is a Mason, belonging to Oakwood Lodge, No. 872, F. & A. M., and 
is also connected with Damascus Lodge, K. P., of Danville, and the Modern 
Woodmen camp at Oakwood. Both he and his wife are members of the Chris- 
tian church and their many good qualities have gained them a large circle of 
warm friends. 

Mr. Elliott is yet a young man, but has made steady progress in business 
and closely following such maxims as "honesty is the best policy" and "there 
is no excellence without labor," he has made steady progress and is now num- 
bered among the leading as well as prosperous merchants of Oakwood. 

VAN C. DAVIS. 

Van C. Davis, a well known farmer and stockman of Catlin township, is 
the owner of one hundred and fifty-six acres of rich and arable land, and has 
met with excellent success in its cultivation. His birth occurred on the farm 
where he now resides, his natal day being November 7, 1861. His parents, 
Cessie and Milving E. (Hyatt) Davis, were natives of Illinois and Kentucky, 
respectively. Both the paternal and maternal grandparents of our subject were 
pioneer settlers of this state, the father's parents coming here in 1826 and the 
mother's parents in 1834. Cessie Davis wedded Miss Milving E. Hyatt in 1859 
and established his home on a farm which he had purchased, devoting his at- 
tention to its cultivation and improvement throughout the remainder of his life. 
He prospered in his undertakings and at the time of his death, which occurred 
on the 4th of May, I-, he owned four hundred and thirty-five acres of val- 
uable land. His widow still survives and now resides in Catlin at the age of 
seventy-seven years. Unto this worthy couple were born four children, all 
all of whom are yet living. 

Van C. Davis remained under the parental roof until he mas married at 
the age of thirty-two years and then established a home of his own. Through- 
out his entire business career he has given his time and energies to the opera- 
tion of the farm on which he now resides, and at present owns one hundred 
and fifty-six acres of land in Catlin township. In addition to cultivating the 
cereals best adapted to soil and climate he makes a specialty of the raising of 
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stock and both branches of his business return to him a gratifying annual in- 
come. 

On the 1st of June, 1893, Mr. Davis was united in marriage to Miss Maggie 
May Tanner, who was born in Danville on the 20th of November, 1876. Her 
parents, Vanmeter and Mary E. Tanner, are natives of Illinois and still re- 
side in Catlin. Their children are five in number. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Davis 
have been born four children, as follows: Laurel J., whose natal day was 
July 19, 1895; Minnie E., whose birth occurred May 13, 1899; Forest V., born 
December 23, 1902; and Clarence, who died in infancy. 

I n  politics Mr. Davis is independent, supporting men and measures rather 
than party. The honors and emoluments of office have never had any attrac- 
tion for him, but he is a stanch friend of the cause of education and has been 
a member of the school board for twenty-eight years. Fraternally he is identi- 
fied with the Masons, belonging to Lodge No. 285 at Catlin. He is likedse 
a devoted and faithful member of the United Brethren church. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis enjoy a wide and favorable acquaintance in the county where they have 
always resided and the hospitality of the best homes is cordially extended to 
them. 

ALVA C. LEONARD. 

Alva C. Leonard, publishing the Potomac Record, is the youngest newspaper 
editor of Vermilion county and undoubtedly one of the youngest in the state. 
A spirit of progress actuates him in his connection with journalism and enter- 
prising methods are manifest in his conduct of the paper. He was born Jan- 
uary 4, 1889, on a farm about three and a half miles north and three-fourths 
of a mile east of Potomac. This was the home of his parents, Berry Franklin 
and Emma Jane (Swisher) Leonard, with whom he remained until after he 
had completed his education. He  attended the district schools until about 
twelve years of age and afterward pursued his studies in the Potomac schools 
until 1907, when he entered the Brown Business College at Danville. During 
the vacation periods he worked with his father in the fields and after com- 
pleting his business course in Danville he spent a short time in travel. Enter- 
ing the field of business, he was employed for a brief period in the shops of 
the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad at Danville, after which he returned 
to Potomac. The following summer he became bookkeeper and general yard- 
man in connection with a lumber business, and on the 1st of March, 1910, he 
purchased the Potomac Record from E. A. and C. R. Barnes. He is sole owner 
of the paper and, although the youngest editor of the county, has instituted 
progressive methods which are already manifest in increased circulation and 
advertising patronage. Following the lead of the city newspapers, he has given 
away a number of prizes, among these being a fine piano. Such a gift is very 
unusual for a newspaper in a town the size of Potomac. Already the circula- 
tion list has been increased by two hundred names and the able manner in 
which the paper is edited insures it a continued patronage. He  has a modern 
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plant and is publishing a paper that is thoroughly upto-date in every particular. 
While the Record is published as an independent paper, it takes a firm stand 
against the. liquor traffic and in favor of reform and advancement along all 
those lines relating to the welfare of the individual and the community. 

On the 4th of May, 1910, Mr. Leonard was mamed to Miss Charlotte 
Alma French, who was born February I, 1891, a daughter of Henry S. and 
Sarah (Endicott) French, who were among the early settlers of this county. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Leonard are members of the Church of Christ and are 
active in its work. Mr. Leonard is serving as one of the teachers of the Sun- 
day school and also as choir leader and is very prominent in the musical circles 
of this section. He belongs to the Potomac Band, of which he was at one 
time leader, and is now manager. He is also a member of the 
County Press Association. His wife is a member of the Eastern Star. In 
the social life of the town they are prominent and their home is a most hos- 
pitable one, whose good cheer is greatly enjoyed by their many friends. 

ALBERT GOODWIN. 

The commercial history of Hoopeston would be incomplete were there fail- 
ure to make reference to the mercantile interests of Albert R. M w i n ,  who 
is one of the proprietors of the only exclusive men's furnishing goods estab- 
lishment in the city, being the junior partner of the firm of Decker & Goodwin, 
proprietors of the Young Men's Clothing Store, as the establishment is usually 
termed. He is a native of Norton Center, Norton county, Kansas, and a son 
of Albert R. and Lucinda (Wright) Goodwin, the former a farmer by occu- 
patior,. The grandfather on the paternal side was a native of Pennsylvania 
and was a soldier of the Civil war. He served for three years and participated 
in many notable engagements, including the battles of Missionary Ridge, Pea 
Ridge, Lookout Mountain and Rocky Face Gap. In the maternal line Albert 
R. Goodwin is descended from an old Kentucky family. He began his educa- 
tion in the schools of Hoopeston and later attended the Northern Indiana Nor- 
mal School at Valparaiso, completing the commercial course there by gradua- 
tion in 1896, He has been a resident of Hoopeston since I@. Soon after 
leaving school, or early in the year 1898, he responded to the country's call 
for military aid and enlisted for active service in the Spanish-American war 
as a member of Company By Third Missouri Volunteer Infantry. He was sta- 
tioned at Chickarnauga for several months and continued in the army until 
late in the fall of 1898. 

Returning to Vermilion county, Mr. Goodwin was engaged in farming in 
Ross township, carrying on agricultural pursuits in his own interest for about 
three years. He then went to Chicago where he accepted a position with a 
complete outfitting company, remaining with that firm for about six months. 
He was afterward with the United States Express C~mpany in Chicago for 
about four years, and in 1907 he returned to Hoopeston, where he joined Joseph 
H. Decker in organizing the firm of Decker & Godwin, dealers in men's fur- 
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nishing goods. Their increasing trade forced them to seek more commodious 
quarters and they are now located at No. 210 East Main street, where they 
have a well appointed store, carrying a large and carefully selected line of 
men's furnishing goods. Their patronage is well merited, for they follow mod- 
ern and prugressive business methods that are bringing them substantial re- 
turns. 

Mr. Goodwin is still interested in military affairs and is now a corporal of 
his company in the Illinois National Guard. In politics he is a republican and 
belongs to the Christian church, His manly qualities, his rarnest purpose and 
his honorable conduct have given him a position in public regard that is most 
enviable, and his enterprise in business is also winning him satisfactory ad- 
vancement in commercial circles. 

GEORGE W. CUNNINGHAM. 

George W. Cunningham, who was a volunteer soldier of the Civil war 
and was for many years actively identified with the farming interests of Ver- 
milion county but is now living retired, was born in Newel1 township, May 18, 
1838, a son of Mr. and Mrs. John Cunningham, both of whom were natives of 
Kentucky. They were married in that state and came to Illinois in 1829. The 
father entered land in Newel1 township and there he and his wife lived in a 
log house, according to the primitive style of the early days. Mr. Cunningham 
redeemed his land from the wilderness. His wife was called from earthly 
cares in I&++. She was the mother of six children, three of whom are now 
living: George W., the subject of this review; Sarah, now Mrs. Philo Knapp, 
of Vermilion county; and Emily, the wife of Michael Furay, also of Vermil- 
ion county. A few years after the death of his first wife, Mr. Cunningham 
married a Miss French, a native of Illinois, who became the mother of three 
children, all of whom are living: Humphrey, Thomas and Samantha, now Mrs. 
T. J. Allison, all of whom are residents of Vermilion county. After a long 
and useful career Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham were both called to their fir,al 
rest in 1908. 

George W. Cunningham grew up upon the home farm, attended the dis- 
tract school in winter and assisted his father at the other seasons of the year. 
Just as he had fairly begun farming on his own account, the Civil war threw 
a shadow over the land, and with tens of thousands of patriotic young men 
he offered himself as a volunteer for the cause of the Union. He served in 
Company B, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry, under Captain 
Steward, for two years, four months and ten days, and many times was he 
found upon the firing line. He participated in many engagements, among them 
the battles of Perryville, Missionary Ridge, Tunnel Hill and Snake Gap, and 
at the battle of Kenesaw Mountain, one of the fiercest engagements of the 
war, he was desperately wou~ded, his right arm being shot off above the elbow. 
After a partial recovery from his wound, he was honorably discharged from 
service December 10, 1864. Returning to his home, he again took up farming, 
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continuing in business until 1887, when he retired to Danville, Illinois, but has 
made his home at Bismarck since 1894. He is the owner of a farm of one 
hundred and eighty-three acres, which under his care was finely improved and 
is now one of the productive farms of Newel1 township. 

On November 17, 1859, Mr. Cunningham was united in marriage to Miss 
Hallie A. Taylor, who was born in Illinois, February 8, 1837, her parents be- 
ing among the early settlers of this state. Mrs. Cunningham departed this 
life January 5, 1874, leaving the following children: George H., a resident of 
Newel1 township, who was born April 5 ,  1861; John \iT., who was born Feb- 
ruary 10, 1863, and is npw deceased; Etta A., born August g, 1865, who mar- 
ried C. Biteler, of Iowa, and died in 1910; Monroe s., a resident of Iowa, born 
in 1868; and Emarilla M., now Mrs. Thomas Tape, of Iowa, born March 24, 
1870. Mr. Cunningham was again married July 30, 1874, to l l rs .  Mary Lesher, 
who was called away in October, 1891. There were no children by that union. 
On July 27, 1892, Mr. Cunningham was united in marriage to a Miss Bates, 
who was born in Vermont, February 19, 1848, and was one of two children, 
having a brother, Myron Bates, still living in Vermont. 

Since arriving at his majority Mr. Cunningham has been identified with the 
republican party, although he has not permitted party lines to interfere in local 
elections with the selection of a worthy candidate. He has been honored by 
his fellow citizens in being elected to several public offices, among them that of 
tax collector, which he held for nine years, commissioner of highways for three 
years and also served as a member of the school board. He holds membership 
in the local post of the Grand Army of the Republic at Danville and in re- 
ligious views is in sympathy with the doctrines of the Christian church, being 
a contributor to that denomination. Mr. Cunningham was a true soldier and 
his honorable discharge entitles him to the confidence and respect of every lover 
of liberty. As a citizen he has always been conscientious in the discharge of 
his duties and is recognized by those who long have known him as a man whose 
example is worthy of imitation by the generation which is now arriving upon 
the scene and upon whose shoulders the responsibilities of the state and nation 
will soon be placed. 

EDWIN T. JONES. 

Edwin T. Jones, an enterprising and up-to-date agriculturist of Catlin town- 
ship, was born on the farm where he now resides, his natal day being December 
13, 1871. His parents, Thomas J. and Alice (Williams) Jones, were both na- 
tives of Wales. The latter, who was but seven years of age when brought to 
the United States by her parents in 1850, lost her mother the same year and 
twelve months later was left an orphan by the death of her father. Thomas J. 
Jones emigrated to the United States in 1854 and in the year 186g wedded Miss 
Alice Williams, the ceremony taking place in Summit county, Ohio. In 1870 
he took up his permanent abode in Vermilion county, Illinois, and began work- 
ing as a coal miner. Subsequently he bought forty acres of land in Catlin 
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township and later extended the boundaries of the farm by an additional pur- 
chase of twenty acres, making his home thereon until called to his final rest 
on the 27th of January, 1903. He won a gratifying measure of success in the 
conduct of his agricultural interests and was widely recognized as a substa.ntia1 
and respected citizen of the community. His remains were interred in the Oak 
Ridge cemetery. His widow, who still survives, belongs to the Congregational 
church and is well known and highly esteemed in the locality where she makes 
her home. Her children are three in number, namely: Margaret J., the widow 
of James Ramsey, of Tilton, Illinois; Edwin T., of this review; and Ruth, the 
wife of George Holcomb, of Catlin. 

In his youthful years Edwin T. Jones attended the common schools in the 
acquirement of an education. He has always remained on the farm where he 
was born and reared and the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agri- 
culturist early became familiar to him through the assistance which he rendered 
his father in the work of the fields. He now manages and operates the old 
homestead farm for his widowed mother and annually gathers rich crops which 
find a ready sale on the market. His political allegiance is given to the repub- 
lican party, but he has never sought nor desired office. Fraternally he is identi- 
fied with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to Lodge KO. 538 
at  Catlin. His life is upright and honorable, his many good qualities winning 
for him the high regard of all who know him. 

SANFORD R. BRATTON. 

Sanford B. Bratton has for the past six years served as chief of the Dan- 
ville fire department and as a public official has made for himself an honorable 
record. He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, January 29, 1859, and is a son of 
Sanford and Amanda (Ballard) Bratton, both of w h q  were of Scotch-Irish 
descent. The father was also a native of the Buckeye state, but the birth of 
the mother occurred in Kentucky. I t  was in 1865 that the former brought his 
family from Cincinnati to Danville and here he was engaged in the retail grocery 
business for some time. For twenty years he was also a member of the police 
force of this city, serving under its first mayor, Dr. Winslow, 

Sanford B. Bratton was a lad of six years when brought by his parents to 
Danville and he is indebted to the public schmls of this city for the early educa- 
tional advantages he enjoyed. Later he attended the high school at Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, and on the completion of his education served an apprentice 
ship to the plumber's trade, which he followed for a period of eighteen years. 
During twelve years of this time, however, he was enbaageed in the plumbing 
business on his own account and when he sold out at the end of that time 
turned his attention to contracting, in the line of laying water and gas mains in 
Danville and other towns. During his long residence in this city he has become 
actively and pmminently identified with public affairs and for ten years served 
as a member of the city council, during which time he gave his support to all 
worthy measures which he believed calculated to advance the general interests. 
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In 1904 he was appointed chief of the Danville 6re department under M ~ F  
John Beard and' has since been reappointed under each succeeding adminis- 
tration. His retention in this position plainly indicates his &ciency and the 
prompt and able manner in which he has discharged his duties. A democrat 
in politics, he has been very active in promoting the interests of that party 
and his aid cam always be counted upon to further any movement which he 
believes calculated to promote the public welfare. 

Mr. Bratton was married in Covington, Indiana, to Miss Emma Geiger, a 
native of that city and a daughter of Nicholas Geiger, one of the old and 
honored citizens of Covington. Her parents are both deceased and the only 
child born to our subject and his wife, a son, died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bratton are earnest members of the Presbyterian church and are held in the 
highest respect and esteem by all who know them. . 

WALTER D. ROGERS. 

The enterprising little town of Oakwood numbers Walter D. Rogers among 
its merchants, and closely applying himself to his business, his diligence and 
perseverance are bringing him a substantial and desirable measure of success. 
He was born in Oakwood township, March 16, 1876, and is a son of Robert 
M. and Jennie (Knox) Rogers, the former a native of New York and the latter 
of Vermilion county, Illinois. The father came to this state in 1858 and was 
married in 1860. When the Civil war broke out he responded to the country's 
call for troops, enlisting in the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois In- 
fantry, with which he served throughout the period of hostilities. He partici- 
pated in various hotly contested battles yet was honorably discharged without 
sustaining a wound. Following the close of the war he turned his attention 
to general farming, in which he was actively engaged until 1885, when he was 
appointed postmaster of Glenburn, Illinois, filling the position for sixteen years. 
He then retired to private life, occupying the old homestead until his death, 
which occurred on the 12th of October, 1,905. His wife had passed away in 
1893. Their family numbered nine children, namely: Annie, Fanny, Minnie, 
Arthur, James, Maggie, Myrtle, Walter D. and Martha, the latter dying in 
infancy. 

The youthful days of Walter D. Rogers were spent under the parental 
roof, where he remained until eighteen years of age, when he took up the pro- 
fession of teaching, which he followed for eight years. He then became editor 
of the O a k w d  News, which he published for three years, and at  the end of 
that time took up merchandising in Oakwood. He has since conducted his 
store. 

On the 1st of January, 1903, Mr. Rogers was rnamed to Miss Nettie M. 
Harrison, a native of Illinois, and a daughter of James H., and Mary A. 
(Doggett) Hamson, who were also born in this state. Her father engaged in 
fa& for a number of years and then took up the work of operating a 
steam shovel, making his home in Oakwucd. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Harrison 
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were born four children: Nettie M., Mabel, Homer and Goldie. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Rogers has been born one child, Pauline Virginia, whose birth occurred 
August 23, 1908. 

Mr. Rogers belongs to Oakwood Lodge, No. 564, I. 0. 0. F., and to Oak- 
wood Camp, No. 1727, M. W. A. Both he and his wife hold membership in 
the Christian church. 

WILLY FOWLER. 

Willy Fowler, a retired farmer and for many years the largest stock-raiser 
in Vermilion county, is now eight-three years old andl resides with his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. D. M. McCray on Hazel street, Danville. Though not in the best of 
health, he is still quite active and tells interestingly of his life in this county. 

A native of Ohio, Mr. Fowler was born at  Big Island, Marion county, Au- 
gust g, 1827, a son of Willy and Cynthia (Perkins) Fowler. His father was 
an Englishman by birth and came to this country in 18r8 but his mother was 
a native of Ohio. In that state our subject was reared and educated and there 
married Miss Diana Frederick, by whom he had three children. Alice, the 
eldest, is now deceased. She married Frank Campbell and had two children: 
Grace, deceased; and Mabel, who is now the wife of J. N. Learnard and has 
two children, Helen and Ralph. Robert Ellis Fowler married Ellen Dillon 
and to them were born five children: Albert Ellis, who is married and has two 
children, Esther and Helen; Nora, who is the wife of J. P. Learnardl and has 
one son, Robert; Robert Lambert, who is married and has a daughter, Georgi- 
ana; Pearl, deceased; and Willy. Olive, the youngest of the three children, 
married D. M. McCray-and to them were born five children: Grace and Ger- 
trude, deceased; Willy Fowler, who is marired and has two children, Ardith 
a d  Kermit; George M., who is married and has three children, Marian and 
Herman and Harold, twins; and Verla, the wife of R. G. Van Wren. 

Mr. Fowler came from Marion county, Ohio, to reside in Illinois in 1864, 
accompanied by his three motherless children and his widowed mother. On a 
previous trip to this county he rented the Pilot Grove farm of three thousand 
six hundred and eighty-six acres in Pilot township from William I. Moore, a 
pioneer of Danville. He  brought his family by rail to Paris, to which place his 
cattle and household goods had been shipped, and after a memorable drive of 
three days through the swamps of eastern Illinois they reached their desti- 
nation. H e  had his herd of four thousand sheep driven overland from Ohio 
and immediately began the raising of stock extensively, to which this country 
was so well adapted owing to the vast acres of prairie land over which the 
stock grazed. 

In 1865 Mr. Fowler returned) to Ohio and married Mary Dillon, a girl of 
unusual business ability and great energy, who made a beautiful mother and 
noble helpmate in that strenuous early life. The children born of this union 
were as follows: Willy Sherman, deceased; Ulysses Grant, who is married and 
has two children, Wiley Marion and Leland Stanford; Edward Dillon, de- 
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ceased; David Morton, who is married and has four children, Esther, Mary, 
David and Lillian; Mary Ellen, who married Dr. E. B. Coolley and has two 
children, Elmer Burt and Marion Fowler; Marion, deceased; and Myrtle Elma, 
also deceased. 

In 1868 Mr. Fowler bought the Pilot Grove farm for fifty-one thousand 
dollars, giving in payment ten thousand dollars in cash and forty-me thou- 
sand-dollar notes. Improvements were begun at  once but it required years to 
fence this farm with the facilities then at hand. Stock was herded through the 
day and corralled at night ; scarecrows were built to frighten the wolves, which 
played havoc at times with the sheep, often slaying large numbers in the most 
unique manner. They would set their sharp fangs into the jugular vein and 
suck the blood, leaving their victims dead with not even a stain on the wool. 
Wolf and fox chases were often indulged in when the snow was on the ground 
and always resulted in the capture and death of some of these pests. These 
were thrilling occasions for man and beast, in which participated all the men 
for many miles around, mounted on their fastest steeds. I t  would seem that 
with so many miles between the homes there would be no social life, but dis- 
tances meant little to these determined pioneers and large parties were some- 
times given and were greatly enjoyed by all. With these, the husking bees 
and quiltings, the singing and spelling schools, very little dullness was ex- 
perienced and Mr. Fowler's home was often the scene of these pleasant oc- 
casions as well as the stopping place of all travelers through that country. 
There was an unbroken Indian trail f r m  Pilot Grove to Rantoul, a distance 
of twenty-five miles, which the early settlers used; and Mr. Fowler says that 
there was not a bush or tree in that distance big enough to furnish a riding 
whip when he first settled there. There were no schools or churches in the 
vicinity and a private school was held in his home, which was attended by a 
neighbor's children and his own, but these conditions soon vanished as the 
population increased. Many discouraging elements entered into Mr. Fowler's 
business career. The failure of a partner in Ohio caused great financial losses. 
Diseases among sheep led to his abandoning for a time that heretofore v e v  
profitable business and devoting himself t o  cattle (which were never such 
money-makers as sheep) and to the tilling of the soil, which to do success- 
fully meant the laying of many thousands of tile. Notwithstanding these ob- 
stacles, which at times seemedl almost insurmountable, he continued success- 
fully in the farming and stock-raising business until 1891, when he retired, leav- 
ing one of the most beautiful country homes in eastern Illinois. He went with 
his family to New Mexico but remained only through the winter. On re- 
turning to Vermilion county he bought the Amos farm four miles west of Dan- 
ville and lived thereon for two years. On the expiration of that period he 
moved into Danville and became associated with the Palmer National Bank 
at its organization. H e  spent several years in Salt Lake City for the benefit 
of Mrs. Fowler's health, returning here in 1903. In 1905 Mrs. Fowler died 
and he has since resided with his daughter. 

His successful business career is simply an example of what a young, able- 
bodied, energetic man can accomplish unassisted. He possessed good judg- 
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ment. keen perception and a determined will and these, coupled with continuous 
effort, carried him to success. His experience with stock began when a mere 
boy and, barefooted, he drove cattle to market over the Alleghany mountains 
for eight dollars per month. His experience on these trips was his principle 
boyhood schooling. In his calculations he was a genius. H e  could determine 
the value of a large herd to a cent in less time than the modem mathematician 
with pencil wd paper. H e  has always been a great reader, with a wonderful 
memory. He has traveled extensively and possesses a storehouse of knowledge 
of our own country. This, combined with his jovial disposition and optimistic 
nature, makes him an interesting man today. 

RILEY CASS. 

Among the men who have come to be regarded as representative citizens 
and leading merchants of Danville Riley Cass was numbered, and his many 
a b i r a b l e  qualities entitled him to the high regard in which he was uniformly 
held. H e  was born December I, 1847, in Oakwood township, near Conkey- 
town, Vermilion county, and his life record covered the intervening years to 
the 5th of April, rgog. His grandfather, Richard Cass, came to Illinois in 
1836 and died in 1843. His wife and one son, Richard Carmen Cass, passed 
away in 1838. Richard Cass, the grandfather, was the first man buried in 
the Dolbey graveyard south of Muncie. The old log cabin in which the grand- 
father, grandmother and their son Richard C. died is still standing on the 
farm occupied by their grandson, James Cass. I t  was built by a man of the 
name of Stephen Crane, from whom Richard Cass purchased the place in 1836. 
James Cass still has the abstracts of the land. His father, James Cass, Sr., 
was at  one time the owner of the land where Conkeytown was built but sold 
the property to Dr. William and Otis M. Conkey in 1854, in which year the 
village of Conkeytown was established. James Cass also has the abstracts of 
this sale. The town flourished for a few years but when the Big Four Rail- 
road was built and it was left off the line its business enterprises removed to  
Fithian and Muncie and there is now left only a few dwelling houses. James 
Cass, the father of our subject, was born in Warren county, Ohio, in 1803, 
and died on the 10th of September, 1855. He came to Illinois in 1832 and 
was employed in the lead mines at Galena at the time of the outbreak of the 
BIack Hawk war. Finding it undesirable to live in a country where the In- 
dians were so numerous, he returned to Ohio but again came to this state in 
1835, and was thereafter identified with genera1 agricultural pursuits until his 
death. His political support was given to the whig party, his death mcuring 
the year before the republican party placed its first presidential ticket in the 
field. In  early manhood he married Ann Wilkerson, who was born in Warrexi 
county, Ohio, in 1813, a d 1  died June 20, 1884, having for almost three decades 
survived her husband. 

They were the parents of eight children. John W., the eldest, born in 
1832, devoted his life to farming and in his religious faith was a Presbyterian. 
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Mary E., born in 1834, died unmarried. Marion, born in 1838, enlisted for 
service in the Civil war but on examination failed to pass muster on account 
of heart trouble. Sarah, born ir, 1840, died when a year dd .  Henry, born in 
1842, died when seven years of age. James, born in 1% occupies the old 
homestead and to him we are largely indebted for the history of the family. 
After the outbreak of the Civil war he became a member of Company C, 
of the One Hundred and Thirty-third Illinois Infantry, and later served in 
Company K. While with that regiment he carried a gun. H e  had previously 
served, however, as a drummer of the Seventy-first regiment and in the One 
Hundred and Fifty-fifth regiment. Reared to the occupation of farming, he 
has mHde it his life work, continuously carrying on general agricultural pur- 
suits until he accepted the office of justice of the peace in Fithian, acting in 
that capacity from May 4, 1885, until May I, 1901. With a most creditable 
official record he then retired and resumed farming. He belonged to the Union 
League, which was organized in 1861 and existed throughout the period of the war. 
In his religious faith he is a Universalist. Riley Cass, whose name introduces 
this review, was the next of the family. Albert Cass, the youngest, born in 
1849, like all of his brothers, was reared to farm life and afterward began 
working in the shops of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad at Danville, 
where he remained for twelve years, or until his death, which occurred on the 
11th o i  March, 1910. He was a member of the Methodist church. Of this 
family, Marion Cass, his mother and his sister Mary were all members of 
the Baptist church. The home farm of the family was on the state road be- 
tween Danville and Champaign, and the Cass schoolhouse was built upon this 
land. The father entered from the government and improved most of his 
land. He became the owner of three hundred and forty-seven acres which he 
carefully cultivated and upon which his widow reared the family, making her 
home there until she, too, passed away. The sons, James and Marion, are 
still owners of a part of the home farm. All of the children were provided 
with good educational privileges, pursuing their studies in the Cass school. 

Riley Cass, whose name introduces this record, was reared on the old home- 
stead early becoming familiar with the duties and labor that fall to the lot of the 
agriculturist. H e  worked in the fields through the summer months and in the 
winter seasons attended school. After attaining his majority he carried on 
farming on his own account until about 1884. when he established the first 
lumber yard in Fithian. Later he sold that business and opened a grocery 
store in Danville, where he remained for some time. Later he removed to 
Ridge Farm, where he conducted a lumber yard for several years, and on the 
expiration of that period sold out and returned to Danville, where he again 
engaged in the lumber business until about two years prior to his death. He 
was very successful in that line and took great interest in handling all kinds of 
lumber. He  was very methodical and accurate in all of his business trans- 
actions and in the conduct of his interests knew exactly what was his stand- 
ing and planned everything so as to attain creditable and honorable success. 
He made an excellent record as a business man, enjoying the respect and con- 
fidence of all who knew him. 
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In 1872 Riley Cass was united in marriage to Miss Rebecca A. Matticks, 
a daughter of Jesse Matticks, who came to Vermilion county at an early day 
and was very prominent here. Her mother died May 3, 1910. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Cass were born five children: Nellie Wilkerson, born January 16, 1873, 
was married June 16, 1892, to Fred Draper and died June 21, 1893. Pharaba 
Clodell, born October 17, 1877, was married December 14, 1902, to Ralph 
Cowan and they reside in Chicago. Edward William, born March 19, 1880, 
was married October 7, 1903, to Mary E. Woody and lives in Danville. His 
wife died December 3, 1909, leaving one child, Catherine, born February 5 ,  
1907. Lucie Vennette, born October 4, 1887, died September 17, 1889. Irena 
Buchanan, born September 10, 18g1, died August 13, 1893. 

All of the brothers of the Cass family became republicans in politics and 
Riley Cass continued to give to the party his stalwart support until called to 
his final rest. . The elder brothers supported the party when Lincoln was the 
presidential candidate, and in the campaign of 1860 James Cass marched with 
the Wide-awakes, there being a company of sixty members at Conkeytown. 
Riley Cass belonged to the Modern Woodmen camp and also held member- 
ship in the First Presbyterian church. His many good qualities gained him 
the high regard and confidence of all who knew him and he was greatly esteemed 
as a merchant and as a citizen. His cooperation could always be counted upon 
to further movements for the public good and as the years passed on he won 
high regard from all with whom he came in contact. 

MRS. MARY HARTWELL CATHERWOOD. 

Mrs. Mary Hartwell Catherwood, in whose life the soul of genius has shown 
conspicuously forth and yet who regarded no routine daily duty as too unim- 
portant to claim her attention, left to the world a memory that is to many an 
inspiration. To those who knew her, her life was an expression of grateful 
remembrance for early kindnesses of high appreciation for all that is beautiful 
and ennobling in nature, in art and in literature, and of all that is ideal in the 
relations of home. 

I t  was in the little village of Luray, Licking county, Ohio, that Mary Hart- 
well was born, December 16, 1847, a daughter of Dr. Marcus and Pheba Hart- 
well. Her father was of Scotch-Irish lineage and in his youthful days ac- 
companied his parents to Licking county, Ohio, where he was reared upon 
his father's farm, but professional life proved more attractive to him than the 
work of the fields and in early manhood he took up the study of medicine 
under Dr. Thrall, of Kirkersville, Ohio. Later he entered Starling Medical 
College at Columbus, Ohio, and was graduated with the class of 1846. A brief 
time before his graduation he married Pheba, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
Thompson, of Hebron, Ohio, and for ten years after the completion of his 
college course practiced in Luray, during which period two daughters, Mary 
and Roxana, were born to them. In 1856 a removal was made to Milford, 
Illinois, where he was rapidly building up a substantial practice when he be- 
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came ill from the results of exposure in riding over the bleak prairies, and 
pneumonia terminated his life in 1857. Shortly afterward the only son of 
the family was born and was called Marcus for his father. The recent bereave- 
ment of the mother, however, so undermined her health that she passed away 
s m n  afterward and the three little children were thus orphaned. They were 
taken to the home of their maternal grandfather, Mr. Jesse Thompson, at  
Herbron, Ohio, and there Mary Hartwell entered the public schmls, which 
were inadequate, however, to  meet her desire for intellectual advancement. 

Even in her school-girl days she gave evidence of the literary and poetic 
spirit that marked her future life and brought to  her national fame as a 
novelist. I n  reply to the question: "How old were you when you first felt 
the impulse to write?' she one time replied: "I think it must have been when 
I was in my cradle." When still in school she was constantly writing verses 
which showed considerable merit for one of her years. She was always a 
precocious child intellectually and when but thirteen years of age obtained a 
teacher's certificate, although her youthful appearance prevented her from se- 
curing a school until the following year, when she was fortunate in securing 
an appointment as teacher in a school in Jersey township, Licking county. I t  
was there she earned the first money she could call her own. Her  nature was 
keenly susceptible to all the influences of her life, responding readily to the 
joys and pleasures as well as to the hardships and sorrows which were a por- 
tion of her youth. I t  was also characteristic of her that she never forgot a 
kindness, nor in the days when fortune smiled upon her did she forget in the 
slightest degree those who were friends of her youth. 

I t  was the custom in the days when she taught her first school for the 
teachers to "board 'round." As Judge Green, one of the school directors, was 
riding home one evening, he overtook Mary Hartwell, who was walking slowly 
along the frozen roadway in an apparently self-absorbed and dejected m o d .  
As the Judge approached he greeted her and inquired where she was going. 
She replied: "That's a query I have been trying myself to solve. I have just 
left the house of Mr. , where I was to be entertained next, and my 
reception was not in the least agreeable. I was told that they could not take 
me and I must find some other place." "How did you feel then?'inquired 
Judge Green, and she answered: "I felt that I was dismissed and took my leave 
unceremoniously. Now I am puzzled about where next to apply." The Judge 
at once invited her to take a seat in his buggy, telling her that supper would be 
waiting at home and that she would be cordially welcomed there by his wife 
and daughter. Throughout her future life she had the utmost affection for  
Judge Green and his household, and the fatherless young girl was on one oc- 
casion greatly cheered by the remark of the Judge-when she was accompany- 
ing him and his family. In reply to the question if the children wcre all his, 
he said: "Yes, all mine." Mrs. Catherwood aftenvard told him how glad she 
was to hear him say that, from that time on called him father. 

There were times of trial in her maidenhood, for she felt from early age 
that she must be dependent upon her own efforts and, moreover, she was 
denied by financial circumstances the privileges for intellectual advancement 
which she so much desired. However, the fruit of her work came to her at 
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times in later years. One such incident occurred after she had published her 
most successful novel, Lazarre. In the winter of 1863, when she had only 
reached her sixteenth year, she was teaching in a district school where there 
were several mischievous boys almost beyond control. The ring-leader, older 
than the teacher, insinuated by his conduct that he was too old and advanced 
in his studies to be instructed by her. d e  also whistled slightly during the 
school session and his conduct became infectious. General admonition had 
but temporary effect and one evening after school she requested the boy to 
stay and said: "Now, Con, I want to teach this school successfully, so that 
I can take a course in college and be prepared for the work I hope to do, I 
know you want to be a gentleman and not a rowdy. You can help me or you 
can spoil my dearest ambition by making me fail as a teacher. If I lose this 
school I may not be able to get another, and I do not believe you want to 
spoil my hopes by making my efforts here a failure." The appeal to the young 
man's reason and better nature was successful. He begged her pardon for 
former misconduct and from that time on 'not only caused no trouble himself 
but was an active factor in maintaining order in the school, and frequently as- 
sisted his teacher in mathematics, which she always acknowledged was her 
weak point. Years elaspsed and in the summer of 1902, after Mrs. Catherwood 
had published Lazarre, she received a letter from a prominent business man 
in Findlay, Ohio, referring to the incident just related and saying that he was 
the mischievous boy who had caused her the trouble in school until she had 
appealed to  his honor and manhood. He added also that he had watched her 
career, read her books as they were published and was proud of her accom- 
plishments. 

The impulse to express herself in writing made Miss Hartwell a contributor 
to the Newark (Ohio) American, and the editor thereof recognizing, as he 
expressed it, in "her local news items that which sparkled like the glint of a 
genuine diamond," published her contributions to the paper. He describes 
her at the time as of "youthful appearance, medium height, light brown hair. 
dark blue eyes, slenderly built, very plainly but neatly dressed, modest and 
retiring to diffidence." She continued her contributions to the paper and in 1863 
its editor sent a poem entitled "Pocahontas," which she wrote, to a Philadelphia 
publisher, and in due time had the satisfaction of giving her two dollars and 
a half in payment thereof. This was the first money she had received for her 
literary efforts and brought her a joy that was perhaps not exceeded by the liberal 
checks that followed her writings when she became a valued contributor to the 
best magazines of the country. In the early years she confined her writings 
chiefly to poetry, but the Newark editor, recognizing her genius in other directions, 
"advised her to apply herself to  prose, especially to 'story telling.' " 

All through the days of her early teaching she never wavered from her 
purpose of one day pursuing a college course, saying: "It must be. I feel it 
as essential to mind as bread and meat to the body." In 1865 arrangements 
were made whereby she cmld pursue a course in the Granville (Ohio) Female 
College, and meet the expenses of the course after its completion when she 
should be self supporting. Her close application and naturally receptive mind 
enabled her to master the entire curriculum in three years. At the end of that 
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time she found herself indebted to the sum of eight hundred dollars. An uncle, 
however, told her that if she would pay off the sum by her labors in four years 
he would make her a present of five hundred dollars. She did it and her uncle 
also kept his part of the contract. Her college days were marked by another 
event that gave color to her whole life. In her earlier years, when the restrictions 
of poverty and lack of opportunities seemed to hamper her, she had a t  times 
lost her faith but in her college days she united with the Presbyterian church 
and her interest in the broader teachings of religion never faltered throughout 
her remaining years. After leaving the seminary she became a teacher in 
the public schools of Granville, Ohio, was also recognized as a social and liter- 
ary leader in the little city and continued her own education by broad reading 
and study. One who knew her at that time said that her characteristics which 
impressed him most were "her wonderful memory, vivacity and charming man- 
ner as a conversationalist, commanding both attention and respect." From 
Granville she went to Danville, Illinois, to become a teacher in the schools 
there, and at the same time devoted her leisure hours to newspaper correspond- 
ence and other literary work. In 1873 she went to Galveston, Texas, to visit 
her sister, Roxana, who had gone there to live with their great-aunt, Mrs. 
Harrold. Her appreciation of beauty is noticed in a letter which she wrote back 
to her foster sister: ". . . . . .Have been down to the beach and gathered many 
beautiful shells. Nothing can describe these. I lie awake every night looking 
at long strips of it, glittering in the moonlight, until I fall asleep." 

After returning north Miss Hartwell wrote many short articles, chiefly 
stories for children, and later, going to New York, became a writer for Leslie's 
and other popular publications, at which time she resided at Newburg-on-Hud- 
son. She afterward removed to Cincinnati where she wrote for the Ladies 
Repository and Golden Hours. Her success with her children's stories and 
the advice of her friends caused her to turn her attention to literary productions 
for more advanced readers. She was making progress in this line when the 
financial panic that followed 1873 caused several of those who published her 
stories to fail and thus her employment was largely taken away from her. 
But it was about that time that the greatest happiness of her life came to her 
in her marriage. Miss Hartwell had previously visited her aunts, Mrs. Allen 
T. C a t h e r w d  and Mrs. Hattie De Volt, at Hoopeston, and there became ac- 
quainted with James Steele Catherwmd, to whoa she was married on the 
Perkins' farm near Hoopeston, on the 27th of December, 1877. They re- 
moved to Fairfield, Indiana, where Mr. Catherwood was engaged in business, 
but after a few months went to Indianapolis where better opportunities were 
presented for promoting her literary interests. She there became dramatic 
critic for the Review and at once was a prominent figure in the literary cir- 
cles of the city. She found great joy in her acquaintance with men and women 
of the brightest mind, such acquaintance resulting in friendships that con- 
tinued throughout her active life. While there she became acquainted with 
James Whitcomb Riley, from whom she said she gained much information 
and encouragement. During their Indianapolis reesidence Mrs. Catherwood 
wrote for Lippincott's Magazine and also for the Atlantic Monthly, and the 
acceptance of her articles by these high grade magazines greatly stimulated 
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her ambition. It was also while living there that she became acquainted with 
Benjamin S. Parker, who was then American consul at Sherbrook, Canada, 
and who invited her to pay a visit to his family. While enjoying the hospitality 
of his Canadian home she witnessed the celebration of St. John's day, July 
17, 1884, and it was this unique and attractive event, in which there was a float 
representing Dollard and his sixteen men, that brought to her the idea of 
portraying this character in a story. She spent some months in Canada study- 
ing characters and scenes which subsequently found place on the pages of her 
interesting story, the Romance of Dollard. 

In 1882 Mr. and Mrs. Catherwood removed from Indianapolis to Hoopes- 
ton, Illinois, which remained her home to the time of her death, although in 
her last years she also maintained a home in Chicago for the purpose of being 
near her daughter, who was in school. One of her biographers has said of 
her: "Mrs. Catherwood's vitalized sensibilities would sometimes see her char- 
acters imaged before her as in the mirror of her mind and of ten before describ- 
ing them. Her  husband once asked: 'Where did you get the character of Le 
Rosignol, the dwarf-girl, in the Lady of Fort St. John?' She replied most 
earnestly: 'Why, I was sitting here and she came into the hall and walked 
right up to my side: she stood there on the register.'" 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Catherwood were born two children but the little son 
died in infancy. Then came a little daughter, Hazel, and between husband, 
wife and child there was an attachment seldom equalled in its strength. In 
1891 Mrs. Catherwood went abroad with her little daughter for the purpose 
of collecting material for a new story, spending some months in travel in 
England, Scotland, France and Germany, and gaining much material which 
she afterward used. Her writings were notable for their historical accuracy. 
She was accorded national recognition when, in 1893, at the congress of authors 
held in Chicago during the Wor1d"s Columbian Exposition, she was asked 
to prepare a paper which she presented to  the congress under the title of 
The Technic of Fiction or Form and Condensation in Novel Writing. She 
greatly enjoyed meeting with the notable personages of the literary world. The 
circle of her friends was constantly widening and few writers held a higher 
place in literary circles and in public favor than did Mrs. Catherwood. She 
never forgot the friendships of her earlier years, however, and her greatest 
happiness came when with her husband and daughter she would travel to 
points which for beauty or historic association were particularly interesting to 
her. In 1894 she again went abroad, accompanied by her husband and daugh- 
ter, having been commissioned by the Century Company to visit France and 
make a particular study of the life association of Joan of Arc for publication 
in the Century Magazine. In the preface to her articles she wrote: ''This book 
is the outcome of many months of patient study and collection of material in 
America; the rejection of much of this in Paris; of journeys over the Maid's 
country, following her path from Domremy to Rouen, in voitures, in carts, 
and on foot; of careful study of the fifteenth century,-and, at the risk of 
creating a smile, I will confess it is the result of a Divine hint." While abroad 
she also wrote an article for the Atlantic Monthly on French Roads and Road- 
making, which was copied in part or at length by the press throughout the 
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country. While she studied closely all that might help in the faithful execution 
of her mission abroad she also greatly delighted in the humorous situations 
which always abound for the American in c'foreign" travel. She did not speak 
German but expressed herself most fluently in French. 

A desire to provide better educational facilities for her daughter, and also 
to be in closer touch with her publishers, led Mrs. Catherwood to establish a 
temporary home in Chicago in 1899. Her husband's business connections made 
i t  impossible for -him to be in that city all the time, but he paid weekly or semi- 
weekly visits to his wife and was interested in her literary work as she 
was in the business activities with which he was connected. During the sum- 
mer months the family always took their outing in some northern summer 
resort, usually Mackinac Island and vicinity. Mrs. Cathenvood entered into 
the sports and games that provided mental and physical diversion with the 
greatest zest. Mrs. Cathenvood at times appeared before literary societies 
in Chicago, Indianapolis and elsewhere where she would give readings, but she 
regarded literary production as her chief work and often had to refuse the 
social invitations proffered her. Her deeds of benevolence were many and yet 
they were of the most unostentatious character. During her residence in Hoopes- 
ton there was organized a literary society called the Mary Hartwell Cather- 
wood Club, and during the second year of its existence she was elected its 
president and so served until her removal to Chicago. 

She is perhaps best known to the world at large through her writings which 
include, beside the Romance of Dollard, The Story of Tonty, The White Islander, 
The Days of Jeanne D'Arc, Heroes of the Middle West, Dogberry Bunch, Old 
Caravan Days, Rocky Fork, Secrets of Roseladies, The Lady of Fort St. John, 
Old Kaskaskia, The Choice of St. Castine, The Spirit of an Illinois Town, 
Little Tienault, Bonny and Ben, Mackinac and Lake Stories, Spanish Peggy, 
and last, but not least, Lazarre. Few works of modem times have been so 
enthusiastically received as Lazarre. The distinguished actor, Otis Skinner, 
recognizing its dramatic merit, prepared it for the stage and it was as suc- 
cessful before the footlights as it had been in novel form. The play was first 
produced by Mr. Skinner a t  Green Bay, Wisconsin, where the historical events 
were supposed to have taken place. On that occasion Mrs. Catherwood was 
present--one of a large and fashionable audience that also included many peo- 
ple whose names are well known in the literary world. The friendship between 
the actor and the author continued throughout her life. While she was prepar- 
ing another work to be called Tippecanoe, for publication, death came to her. 

Her old time Newark friend and editor, later her biographer, said: "She 
could not realize that her rheumatism would have a fatal termination so soon, 
and continued to devote her mental and physical energies to the work in hand. 
Living in the glow of her fertile genius and in the warm atmosphere of her happy 
family and social relations she was beaming in the happiness of present achieve- 
ments and the glow of a hopeful future." She passed away at her Chicago 
home, December 26, 1902, the evening previous to the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of her marriage. After preliminary funeral services in St. Paul's Episcopal 
church in Kenwood, which she had attended, her remains were brought back to 
Hmpeston for interment. Among the beautiful funeral pieces sent were con- 
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tributions from James Whitcomb Riley, Otis Skinner and other literary friends. 
There also stood near the bier the banner of "The little Rose-Bud Class," a 
banner which she made with her own hands when she was teacher of the "Rose- I 

Buds" in the Sunday school of the Universalist church at Hoopeston. 
She had come to a point where her literary work won her recognition. from 

the highest sources in America. James Whitcomb Riley wrote of her: "Mrs. 
Catherwood was a dear friend of mine. I first knew her in Indianapolis, and 
her death is a great shock to me. I had a high appreciation of her fine mental 
endowment. Her death, in my mind, is a distinct loss to the fraternity of 
letters." From H. H. Howland, of Indianapolis, came the following: "My 
feelings over my personal loss are such that I cannot give a carefuIly thought- 
out appreciation of Mrs. Catherwood's worth, and society's loss. I heard from 
her daughter, telling me of her mother's condition, and saw from her letter 
that the child did not realize the seriousness of her mother's illness. In spite 
of this, the news of her death is a shock to me. . . . She was a lover o l  
nature, and saw all of its beauties with the eye of an artist. She would go into 
raptures over a sunset, and clap her hands in childish delight at  the discovery of 
the first spring flowers. Mrs. Catherwood was a mother by instinct. I t  was 
a benediction to go into her home. Her Iove went out to every one, and 
every thing good. She was thoughtfulness, gentleness and salf-sacrifice per- 
sonified. She had her full share of trials but met them with a high courage and 
bore them with unending patience." 

"Mrs. Catherwood's death was a great shock to me," wrote Hobart Chat- 
field-Taylor. "She occupied a unique place in American literature because of 
her inclination toward the historic features regarding the early settlement 
and exploration of the middle west and northwestern portion of America. 
HZr books appealed to me with peculiar force and I think they have earned 
for themselves a prominent usefulness. I have known Mrs. Cathenvood 
for some years and have a distince personal sorrow in her sudden death." I t  
is safe to say that the memory of no one in Hoopeston is cherished with greater 
tenderness, Iove and reverance than that of Mary Hartwell Cathenvood. 

ROBERT R. BOOKWALTER. 

By the consensus of public opinion Robert R. Bookwalter is classed with 
the leading, although one of the younger, representatives of the Danville bar. 
He was born in this city April 8, 1885) a son of Hon. Ferdinand and Hannah 
M. Bookwalter. The father, born in 1846, was a native of Fountain county, 
Indiana. A lawyer by profession, he gained a position of distinction at the 
Danville bar and his record as circuit judge from 1891 until 1902 reflected credit 
upon the judicial history of the state. H e  continued an  honored representative 
of the bench until his death, which occurred on the 13th of August, 1902. At 
the time of the Civil war he had enlisted in the Union army and served for 
one year as a member of Company H, Sixtieth Indiana Infantry, until honorably 
discharged following the cessation of hostilities. 
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Liberal educational advantages were afforded Robert R. Bookwalter, who 
attended the University of Michigan and the University of Illinois, pursuing 
courses in literature and the arts, and afterward in law to  the time of his 
graduation from the Illinois State University with the class of 1909. He is 
now following in the footsteps of an honored father, the stimulus of whose 
example is manifest in the excellent work being done by the son who, locat- 
ing for practice in Danville, has made steady progress and has already beccrme 
well established among the younger representatives of the Vermilion county bar. 

Mr. Bookwalter gives his political allegiance to the republican party and 
his membership relations are with the Kappa Sigma, a college fraternity, and 
the Phi Delta Phi. a legal fraternity, together with the Benevolent and Pr+ 
tective Order of Elks. H e  is widely known in this city where his entire life 
has been spent. 

HENRY L. BUSHNELL. 

Henry L. Bushnell, engaged extensively in the grain and coal trade at Hoopes- 
ton, where he has made his home for  a quarter of a century, is today one of 
the oldest grain merchants of eastern Illinois. He has built up a very satis- 
factory and substantial business which he is now conducting under the name of 
the Hoopeston Grain &r Coal Company, of which he is the president. His suc- 
cess is such that his methods are of interest to the commercial world and care- 
ful analyzation of his life work indicates the fact that he has ever followed 
the rules which govern unfaltering industry and strict and unswerving integrity. 

Illinois numbers him among her native sons, his birth having occurred in 
Peoria county, October 2, 1843. His father, Horace Bushnell, was born in 
Catskill, New York, July 16, 1816, and was of English and Welsh descent. The 
family was represented in the Revolutionary war and the grandfather of Henry 
L. Bushnell was a soldier in the war of 1812. Horace Bushnell spent the period 
of his youth and early manhood in the Empire state but in 1839 removed west- 
ward to Peoria county, Illinois, where he remained until 1850, when he went 
to Chicago. The following year, however, he returned to Peoria county, where 
he resided until 1865, when he took up  his abode in the city of Peoria, where 
he made his home until 1892. He then came to Hoopeston, where his last 
days were passed, his death occurring July 16, 1899, when he had reached the 
venerable age of eighty-three years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of 
Margaret H. Crouter, was born in New York city in May, 1817, and was of 
Holland Dutch descent. She died in 1897 at the home of her son, Alvin R. 
Bushnell, a resident of Monterey, Mexico. Horace Bushnell afterward made 
his home with his son Henry L. in Hoopeston. They were the parents of 
seven children, six sons and a daughter. Charles C., born in Peoria county, 
September 2, 1839, died August 27, I-. Omer, born in Peoria county, 
October 30, 1841, is now living in Monterey, Mexico. Henry L. is the next of 
the family. Mary H., born March 11, 1845, in Peoria county, was married 
at Gilman, Illinois, September 27, 1873, to David B. Cook. and for manv years 
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they were residents of Kansas and at the time of Mr. Cook's death were liv- 
ing in El  Reno, Oklahoma, where he had been engaged in the banking busi- 
ness for ten years, from 1892 until 1902. Horace, born in Peoria county, Illi- 
nois, became a soldier of the Civil war and died the day following his muster 
out at Springfield, Illinois. William M., born in Peoria county, passed away 
at Monterey, Mexico. Alvin R., born in Peoria county, is engaged in business 
at Munterey. 

Henry L. Bushnell pursued his education in the public schools of his na- 
tive county, completing the high-school course in the city of Peoria with the 
class of 1858. H e  displayed special aptitude in his studies, being graduated 
when but fifteen years of age. He then went to work on his father's farm, 
where he remained until eighteen years of age, when he enlisted for service 
in the Civil war on the 3d of July, 1862. He was at the front throughout the 
remainder of hostilities, became second lieutenant of Company E, Seventy- 
seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and on the 1st of July, 1863, when but 
nineteen years of age, was commissioned second lieutenant. H e  participated 
in all of the principal engagements of the war and for fourteen months was 
a prisoner of war at Tyler, Smith county, Texas. H e  twice escaped from 
prison but was recaptured on each occasion and held until the close of hostili- 
ties. H e  was also twice wounded and although but twenty-one years of age 
when mustered out, had had military experience that equalled that of many a 
veteran of twice his years. All of the hardships of war were familiar to him, 
together with the difficulties of campaigning. H e  returned home with a most 
creditable military record and is now a valued member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, being connected with the local post at Hoopeston. 

Following the close of the war Mr. Bushnell engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness in Peoria, Illinois, until October, 1867, when he sold his interests at that 
place and removed to Gilman, Illinois, where he conducted a similar business 
and also extended his activities to include the grain trade. In 1878, how- 
ever, he withdrew from those lines and entered the service of the Chicago & 
Eastern Illinois Railroad Company as general agent, with headquarters at Terre 
Haute, Indiana. He remained with that company from the 28th of March, 
1878, until July I, 1885, when he came to Hoopeston and here established a 
grain and coal business, which he has since conducted, covering a period of 
a quarter of a century, which makes him the oldest grain merchant in eastern 
Illinois in years of continuous connection with the business. He is now presi- 
dent of the Hoopeston Grain & Coal Company, which is controlling a good 
business and which returns a gratifying annual income. H e  closely watches over 
all the details of his business to insure its successful management and his 
discernment is keen, his judgment sound and reliable. 

Mr. Bushnell was married at Peoria, Illinois, on the 18th of September, 
1867, to Miss Hatttie A. Littell, a daughter of Isaac F. Littell. She was born 
in New York city, March 18, 1844, and by her marriage became the mother 
of twelve children but all are now deceased with the exception of one daugh- 
ter, Jessie A., who was born at Terre Haute, Indiana, April 21, 1882, and is 
now the wife of John H. Jones, a native of Champaign county, Illinois, who is 
connected with her father in the grain and coal business. The marriage of Mr. 
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and Mrs. Jones was celebrated January 16, 1902, a t  Hoopeston, and they have 
become parents of four children: Henry L., born April 19, 1903; Robert A., 
hlarch 12, 1906; and Francis and Florence, twins, born November 26, 1908. 
All were born in Hoopeston. Mrs. Bushnell and Mrs. Jones are members of the 
Illinois chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the latter 
is entitled to the highest honorary degree from the fact that her ancestors on 
both sides were represented in the American army in the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. Bushnell has been in public office the major portion of his life. At 
Gilrnan he served as a member of the school board and in 1885 was elected 
mayor of Hoopeston, in which position he served until 1888. At the close 
of his term he entered the city council and served continuously for fourteen 
years, beginning in 1889. No higher encomium concerning his worth as a man 
and a citizen could be given than the fact that for seventeen years he was 
continuously in office. For six years he has been a member of the school 
board and during four years of that time was its president. In politics he is 
an earnest republican and still takes an active part and interest in public af- 
fairs. He belongs to  the Hmpeston Commercial Club and cooperates in all 
its projects for the general good. The underlying motive force of his life is 
found in his Christian faith. He  has long been a devoted member of the Baptist 
church and for ten consecutive years m a s  superintendent of the Sunday school. 
He is justly accounted among those who have largely made Hoopeston the model 
city which it is today. Few cities of the size have such a splendid record for 
all those things which are uplifting elements in the life of men, and the muni- 
cipal standing in this regard is due to the efforts and influence of such citizens 
as Henry L. Bushnell. 

MRS. MARGARET MILLER. 

Mrs. Margaret Miller, a highly respected resident of Danville, is a daugh- 
ter of Samuel and Jane (Evans) Porter. Her father was born in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1802, and made his home in Brown county, Ohio. He was a son of 
John Porter, of Scotch descent. Her mother was a native of Ohio and a 
daughter of George Evans. The brother of our subject, Samuel Porter, Jr., 
was one of the valiant defenders of the Union in the Civil war. He joined the 
Thirty-third Illinois Volunteer Infantry at  Normal, Illinois, but later was dis- 
charged from service on account of ill health. After returning home, he as- 
sisted in organizing the One Hundred and Fourth Illinois Infantry and was ad- 
vanced through the various grades from private to brigadier general in the 
army, g-aining a record which reflected the highest credit upon himself and 
his country. He  lost an arm at the battle of Chickamauga. Personally he was 
greatly liked by his brother officers, and Generals Custer and Canby claimed 
him among their warmest friends, he having served as a staff officer under the 
latter general. After the war he took up law and was admitted to the bar in 
Kentucky and became the legal adviser of the McKay Sewing Machine Asso- 
ciation, which was a very large corporation. He was a good business man and 
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acquired large farming and mining interests, also becoming a holder of gov- 
ernment bonds. H e  departed this life in Boston, April 21, 1880, and his re- 
mains were deposited in a cemetery at Bloomington, Illinois. CI 

Margaret Porter was educated in the public schools of Tonica, La Salle 
county, Illinois, and grew to womanhood under the sheltering protection of 
the paternal roof. She was happily united in marriage to Horace Miller, who 
was born in La Salle county in 1839, being the second child born in that county. 
He was the son of Horace K. and Eunice (Newton) Miller, pioneers of that 
county. H e  received his education in the public schools of Ottawa and after - 
reaching manhood engaged in the wholesale lumber business. Being a man 
of marked ability and good jud,gnent in business affairs, he was highly success- 
ful and gained a reputation as one of the reliable and progressive citizens of 
Vermilion county. In political belief he was a liberal democrat, often voting 
for a candidate irrespective of the party to which he belonged. Fraternally he 

1L 

was identified with the Masonic fraternity and the Cornrnerical Travelers Asso- 
ciation of America. He departed this life in 1903 and the universal regret 
expressed in the community attested the esteem in which he was held by those 
who knew his worthy qualities. Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller, Leo Porter and Mary Margaret, both of whom were educated in the 
Danville schools, completing the high-school course. 

Mrs. Miller took up her residence in Danville in 18go. She remembers 4 

that there were three street car lines in operation at the time and the cars were 
drawn by mules. The city was illuminated at night by electric lights on towers 
and when the family moved to No. 916 Walnut street, they found themselves 
in the extreme northern limit of the city. She has lived to witness many in- 
novations and improvements in Danville and during her life in this city has 
gained many friends by her sympathetic d i s ~ i t i o n  and generous attitude to- 
ward all good works. The world is in need of men and women of intelligence 
and culture who will assist in smoothing the rough ways and making life happier 
for those who carry its burdens. To  this class belongs the lady whose name 
stands at the head of this review. 

DOUGLAS D. GILMAN. 

In the field of insurance as well as banking, with which he was formerly 
connected, Douglas D. Gilman has made a creditable name for himself, his 
work in this connection standing in evidence of his ability, keen discernment 
and unfaltering enterprise. Moreover, where the best interests of the city are 
involved he is always found, his influence being given on the side of progress 
and improvement, justice and truth. Covington, Indiana, claims him among 
her native sons, his birth having there occurred on the 11th of October, 1858. 
The father, too, was a native of Covington and was of English lineage. H e  
learned and followed the cabinet maker's trade, manufacturing spinning wheels 
and other articles of household furniture. He wedded Mary Harbert, whose 
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birthplace was a short distance north of Covington, Indiana. She was of 
Dutch lineage, a representative of one of the early families in the vicinity 
of Covington. 

Both parents are now deceased, Douglas D. Gilrnan being left an orphan 
at the age of fourteen years, at which time the responsibilities of life devolved 
upon him. In fact he had earned his living from the age of eight years, for 
at that time his father died. His first work was picking berries for the farm- 
ers when a child at twenty-five cent per day. He carried them two miles to 
the town of Perrysville and was obliged to row across the river. He attended 
the district school for about three months in the year, his education, however, 
being extremely limited. His knowledge has been obtained through his own 
personal efforts and practical experience but he has been a keen observer of 
men and measures and possesses, moreover, a retentive memory. He worked 
as a farm hand until twenty years of age and during that period, eagerly read 
the newspapers and magazines, thus adding largely to his education. H e  has 
ever been fond of reading, devoting his leisure hours thereto and in this way 
he has gained much valuable information. When he ceased to engage in farm 
labor he located at Bismarck, Illinois, where he entered the employ of 
the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, becoming .assistant operator 
and agent of that place. He remained in the railroad service until 1889, 
when he accepted the position of assistant postmaster under Charles 'tV. War- 
ner, filling the positi~n for four yeaE. H e  next became connected with the 
Hamilton-Cunningham Bank as assistant cashier and remained with that in- 
stitution for sixteen years, his ability and worth constantly increasing, so that 
he contributed in large measure to the successful management of the instituti- 
tion. On account of ill health, however, he was obliged to resign his position 
in the bank. In the meantime he had organized an insurance agency, with 
office in the Hamilton-Cunningham Bank building, and since his retirement 
from active connection with the bank he has devoted his entire time to the in- 
surance business, in which he has met with substantial success. He had be- 
come widely known during his banking experience, so that an extensive 
acquaintance helped him in the establishment of an insurance business which 
has constantly grown in volume and importance. 

On the 20th of October, 1880, in Hoopeston, Mr. Gilman was married to 
Miss Lucinda Whitsett, a native of Vermilion county and a daughter of John 
Whitsett, an early settler of this locality. Her father is now deceased, while 
her mother lives in Riverton, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Gilman have become 
parents of three children. Mary Gertrude, born at Gessie, Indiana, is the wife 
of William J. Ward, postal clerk for the Chicago &- Eastern Illinois Railroad, 
residing in the E n g l e w d  district of Chicago. Suie W., born in Hoopeston, 
is now a teacher in the Lincoln school. Charles D., born in Hoopeston in June, 
1888, is engaged in mechanical lines and in dealing in automobiles in Chicago. 

Mr. Gilman and his wife are members of the First Methodist Episcopal 
church and he belongs also to Star Lodge, No. 709, A. F. & A. M., and to the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity. In politics he is a republican and was formerly 
central cornmitteman for a number of years but in later years has taken no 
active part in politics. He was, however, city treasurer of Hoopeston, in 
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which connection he proved a most capable and a c i e n t  officer, discharging his 
duties with promptness and fidelity. He certainly deserves much credit for 
what he fias accomplished in life. Starting out for himself at an early age 
of eight years and working first at  a salary of twenty-five cents per day, he has 
gradually advanced in business circles, winning not only a substantial return 
for his labors, but also an untarnished name. His life has ever measured up 
to a high standard of manhood and honorable purpose and the years have 

* brought him a circle of friends almost coextensive with the circle of his ac- 
quaintance. 

VICTOR LESEURE. 

In the record of those who have shaped the history of Danville and Ver- 
milion county definite consideration should be paid to Victor Leseure, who for 

many years was closely associated with business interests here. His name for 
twenty-eight years has been upon the roll of Danville's honored dead, but 
through that period his memory has been enshrined in the hearts of those who 
knew him A native of France, he was born in Nancy in the year 1813, his 
parents being Pierre and Anne (Desiree) Le Seure, who were also natives of 
that country, the father there engaging in manufacturing. He resided in 
France until 1833, when he determined to seek the opportunities offered by 
the new world and with his family sailed for America, taking up his abode 
near Covington, Kentucky, where he lived for a number of years. He  after- 
wards became a resident of Clark county, Illinois, where he also spent several 
years, removing thence to Vermilion county. Upon a farm south of Danville 
in Danville township he took up his abode and to its further development and 
improvement he devoted his remaining days, both he and his wife living on that 
farm until called to their final rest. Of their children some died in France and 
Edward is the only one now living. 

Victor Leseure acquired his education in his native country and was a 
young man of about twenty years when the family sailed for the United States. 
In the different localities in which they lived Victor Leseure assisted his 
father in the development and improvement of the home farm, and after com- 
ing to Vermilion county turned his attention to commercial pursuits, becoming 
proprietor of a dry-goods store in Danville, which he conducted successfully 
for several years. Later he turned his attention to other pursuits, becoming a 
partner in the Danville Gas Works, the management and control of which 
claimed his further attention until his demise. In all of his business affairs he 
manifested keen discrimination and a spirit of enterprise that enabled him to 
utilize every opportunity to the best advantage. Moreover, his commercial 
integrity was never a matter of question for in every business relation his 
methods and his policy were such as would bear closest investigation and 
scrutiny. 

I t  was after coming to Vermilion county that Mr. Leseure was married to 
Miss Caroline B. McDonald, who died in the year 1872. Five children were 
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born of that union: Catherine, now the wife of Charles T. Yeemans, of Dan- 
ville; C. Frank, who married Jennie Sidell, of this city and is now deceased; 
Louise, the wife of W. K. Palmer, of New Rochelle, New York; Minnette, 
the wife of Thomas Elliott, of Danville; and Caroline, who died in childhood. 
Having lost his wife Mr. Leseure was again married in 1879, the lady of 
his choice being Mrs. Mary J. (Smith) McDonald, a sister-in-law of his first 
wife. Mrs. Leseure is a native of Virginia and a daughter of David and 
Susan (Hunsicker) Smith, who were also natives of the Old Dominion. On 
leaving the south they made their way to Vermilion county, Indiana, and settled 
upon a farm near Perrysville, Mr. Smith being recognized as one of the active, 
influential and highly respected citizens of that community up to  the time of 
his death. His sons, J. F., 'IVilliam P., David and Thomas H. were all en- 
gaged in merchandising there for many years, the firm being conducted by them 
for over half a century. They thus took an active and important part in public 
progress by promoting the business activity of the community. 

The death of Mr. Leseure occurred on the 9th of August, 1882, and was 
the occassion of deep and widespread regret, for he not only had firm hold 
upon the affections of his family but had also established himself in the high 
regard of many friends. He  gave his political support to the republican party 
and ever kept well informed on the questions and issues of the day, but had 
no ambition for office, preferring always to concentrate his interests upon his 
business affairs, which enabled him to leave his family in comfortable circum- 
stances. Mrs. Leseure still makes her home in Danville and holds member- 
ship in the Presbyterian church here. She derives a substantial income from 
good property investments left her by her husband. 'IfThen called to his final 
rest Mr. Leseure had been a resident of this city for thirty-one years and 
throughout that period his life was in harmony with principles that constitute 
the basic elements of honorable and upright manhood. 

J. G. CLARK. 

J. G. Clark, who for thirty-eight years has been a resident of Vermilion 
county, identified for a considerable period with farming interests but now 
well known as the president of the First National Bank of Georgetown, 
was born in North Carolina on the 2nd of May, 1836. He was a son 
a son of Samuel Clark, who was born, reared and married in the same state, 
the lady of his chose being Miss Hussy. They continued to reside in North 
Carolina until 1840, when they removed westward to  Indiana, settling upon 
the frontier. J. G. Clark was then only about four years of age. His educa- 
tion was acquired in the Hoosier state and he there resided until 1872, when 
he came to Illinois and settled upon a tract of land near Ridge Farm. For 
a number of years thereafter his attenion was given to general agricultural 
pursuits but in 1886 he left the farm and for the past ten years has lived in 
Georgetown. While agricultural and financial interests have largely claimed 
his attention, he was by profession a dentist, and following his marriage en- 
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tered upon active practice in Covington, Indiana. He had suceeded in build- 
ing up a good business there when impaired health caused him to leave the 

1, 

a c e  and enter upon some occupation which would keep him in the outdoor 
life. H e  therefore began farming near Crawfordsville, Indiana, where he re- 
mained for some time. H e  afterward located for practice of dentistry in Tho-=- 
town, Indiana, but svbsequently again followed farming. He came to Vermilion* 
comty in the early '70s and took up his abode upon a farm in E l w d  town- 
ship, which he developed and improved for sorne time. On leaving the farm 
he settled at Vermilion Grove, where he lived for five years, at the end of 
which time he became the president of the First National Bank of George- 
town, with which institution he has since been closely associated. 

Mr. Clark was united in marriage to Miss Mary Holaday, a daughter of 
William Holaday, who was born in North Carolina and in the paternal line . 
traced his ancestry back to the Penn colony. He too became one of the early 
residents of Vermilion county, establishing his home here when his daughter 
Mary was a young girl. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Clark were born two sons and 
a daughter: Oliver P., who is cashier of the First National Bank at George- 
town; S. Murray, attorney at law who is now serving as assistant district at- 
torney for the eastern district of Illinois and lives in Danville; and Emma, 
the wife of Professor C. E. Cosand, of Wichita, Kansas. 

For many years Mr. Clark was a leading member of the Friends church at 
Vermilion Grove and was one of the founders of the Friends Academy there. 
His deep interest in the religious organization with which he is connected has 
been manifest in helpful support and in close conformity to its teachings. 
His life has been an active and useful one and, although to sane extent diffi- 
culties and obstacles have barred his path, he has made continuous and con-. 
secutive progress and is now one of the honored residents of Georgetown, 
while in financial circles he enjoys an unassailable reputation. 

JOSIAH RUSK. 

The life record of Jmiah Rusk is not only written in the terms of success 
but also in the terms of enterprise and honor, for while he has attained pros- 
perity, becoming one of the extensive landowners of this part of the state, he 
has also been ever mindful of his obligations to his fellowmen and his influence 
has ever been on the side of justice and truth. 

He was born in Fountain county, Indiana, a son of Benjamin and Mary 
(Cook) Rusk. The Rusk family is of Irish lineage, while the Cook family 
comes from Baltimore, Maryland. The parents of Mr. Rusk, on removing to 
Ohio, settled near Franklin, now Carlisle. The father was a pioneer farmer 
of that locality and there carried on general agricultural pursuits until he re- 
moved to Fountain county, Indiana. The Rusk family was prominently rep- 
resented in the Union army during the Civil war by David and James Rusk, 
while Edward Rusk was a soldier in the Confederate ranks. 
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Spending his youthful days in his native state, Josiah Rusk attended the 
district schools through the winter months, while in the summer seasons he 
worked upon his father's farm, early becoming familiar with the best methods 
of tilling the soil and cultivating the crops. At length he inherited a part of 
the old homestead and subsequently purchased many acres more, adding to his 
holdings by reason of his economy and industry. His practical methods of 
developing his farm resulted in the harvesting of good crops annually and for 
his prducts he found a ready sale on the market. In 1889 he left Indiana and 
ca,me to Hoopeston, having purchased considerable farm land in this locality. 
Upon his removal here he retired from active work and leased some of his 
land to tenants but divided much of it among his children. H e  had become the 
owner of twelve hundred acres, constituting a very valuable property, and he 
also owns considerable real estate in the city. His judgment concerqing the 
worth of property has been found most sound and his investments have brought 
to him a substantial return. 

Mr. Rusk married Miss Miranda Brown, a daughter of Jacob and Susan 
Brown, the former a farmer of Jay county, Indiana. In 1910 Mr. Rusk was 
called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who died in June of that year. She 
had gained many friends during her residence in Hoopeston, for she possessed 
sterling qualities of heart and mind. The children of this marriage are: Jacob 

- B. and Mrs. Sarah S. Dernpster, both now deceased; John, who is engaged in 
the automobile business in Hoopeston; Albert, a fanner residing in Ligonier, 
Indiana; Ellen, the wife of Charles B. Reynolds, of Carbondale, Illinois; and 
Miranda, the wife of Carl Mathis, of Spokane, Washington. 

Mr. Rusk was reared in the faith of the Christian church but in 1890 be- 
came a member of the Christian Science church and has taken an active part 
in its welfare and upbuilding, contributing generously to its support. His 
stalwart advocacy of the temperance cause is indicated in his allegiance to the 
prohibition party. He  is fond of music, is a lover of home and is devoted to 
his friends. His record is that of a self-made man and his history is one which 
should serve as a source of encouragement to others, indicating what may be 
accomplished when one has the will to dare and to do. He  has never feared 
to venture where favoring opportunity has led the way and by his business 
ability and perseverance has come into important relations with the agricul- 
tural interests of this section of the country. 

JAMES STEELE CATHERWOOD. 

A permanent resident of Hoopeston since 1882, the activities of James 
Steele Catherwood have contributed to the upbuilding of the city as well as to 
his individual success. He was born in Belmont county, Ohio, on the 12th of 
April, 1845, a son of James and Lydia ( ~ u s s e ~ )  Catherwood. The father 
was of Irish lineage. He died in 1854, but was long survived by his wife, who 
passed away in March, 1898. She was born in Pennsylvania, May 18, 1% 
and came of German ancestry. The district schools afforded their son James 
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Steele his early educational privileges and later he spent one year as  a student 
in the Concordville (Pa.) Academy, putting aside his text-books a t  the age 
of twenty-two years to become an active factor in business circles. In early 
manhood he was employed for a year as clerk in a country store in Christian 
county, Illinois, after which he went to Kansas, residing at different times in 
Saline, McPherson and Ellsworth counties, where he herded cattle between the 
years 1869 and 1874, spending five years as a cowboy upon the open plains of 
the west, during which period he had many exciting experiences. There is 
something in that life, when the individual is thrown upon his own resources, 
that brings out the real nature and develops that which is substantial and worth 
while. 

For three years after his return from Kansas Mr. Catherwood was a travel- 
ing salesman and then, embarking in business on his own account, he purchased 
a country store in Fairfield, Howard county, Indiana, which he conducted for 
about two years. H e  then removed to Indianapolis, Indiana, where he opened 
a grocery store, of which he was proprietor for three years, removing in 1882 
to Hoopeston, where he accepted employment with his brother, A. T. Cather- 
wood, as bookkeeper. H e  thus became connected with the grain and elevator 
business, in which he continued until April, 1885, when he was appointed post- 
master of Hoopeston during President Cleveland's administration. while fill- 
ing that position, the duties of which he discharged most capably, promptly and 
efficiently, he formed a partnership with Charles A. Allen for the conduct of a 
brokerage and real-estate business, the business relation between them being 
maintained until 1890. In that year he entered into partnership relations with 
Dale Wallace under the firm style of Wallace & Catherwood, real-estate brokers, 
and has thus been connected with the business interests of Hoopeston to the 
present time. They incorporated under the name of the Wallace & Cather- 
wood Company, of which Mr. Catherwood is vice president and treasurer. He 
was also one of the organizers of the North Vermilion Loan & Savings Com- 
pany, of which he has been secretary for twenty-three years, or since its organ- 
ization. Success has attended his efforts as the years have passed by, his in- 
telligent direction of his interests resulting in the attainment of a substantial 
and creditable measure of prosperity. He is today the owner of a large num- 
ber of buildings in the city and has a half interest in a four hundred acre farm 
about six miles from Hoopeston. 

On the 27th of December. 1877, in Hoopeston, Mr. Catherwood was united 
in marriage to Miss Mary HartwelI, who already was becoming recognized 
among publishers as a writer of promise and who afterward attained national 
distinction as a novelist and especially as a writer of romances having to do 
with the early history of the middle west. Extended mention of Mrs. Cather- 
wood is made on another page of this volume. They became the parents of 
a son, who died in infancy, and a daughter, Hazel, who was born November 
7, 1884- 

Two years before he attained his majority Mr. Catherwood joined the 
Union army, enlisting as a member of Company E., One Hundred and Forty-Fifth 
Illinois Infantry, in April, 1864. He served for six months with that command, 
being engaged on duty in Missouri most of the time. He is a praminent mem- 
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ber of the Commercial Club of Hoopeston, of which he was formerly president, 
and he attends the Universalist church. 

While business interests have made heavy demand upon his time and en- 
ergies. Mr. Catherwood has yet found opportunity for  recreation in an annual 
outing among the northern lakes, where he has ample opportunity to indulge 
his love of fishing. He  is today recognized as one of the strong and forceful 
business men of Hoopeston, whose initiative spirit and executive ability have 
found expression in the upbuilding of extensive business interests. 

PROSPER LESEURE. 

The name of Prosper Leseure is on the list of Danville's honored dead. 
H e  was for many years prominently connected with the business interests of 
the city wherein his intelligently directed effort rvon him substantial success. 
H e  is perhaps best remembered, however, because of his many kindly acts and 
his ready and generous aid to  those in need of assistance. I t  has been said 
"It is not from the few conspicuous deeds of life that the blessings chieflly come 
which make the world better, sweeter, happier, but from the countless lowly 
ministries of the everydays; the little faithfulnesses that fill long years." It 
was the kindly acts and the word of encouragement which Mr. Leseure spoke 
that gave him the firm hold which he had upon the affection of his fellow towns- 
men. 

A native of France, P r ~ s p e r  Laseure was born in Nancy, on the 26th of 
May, 1820, and his parents, Pierre and Anne Le  Seure, were also natives of 
that place. He was ten years of age when the family crossed the Atlantic to 
the New World and for a brief period resided in Philadelphia. Subsequently 
the father took his family to Cincinnati, Ohio, and afterward to an estate in 
southern Indiana, where he lived the life of a country gentleman. I t  was on 
this estate that the children grew to manhood and womanhood and here they 
were instructed in the branches of English learning. 

Amid the environment of a cultured home Prosper Leseure spent his 
youthful days and when yet a young man came to Danville, where he was soon 
joined by his brother, with whom he embarked in business under the firm style of 
V. & P. Leseure, conducting a large general mercantile store, which proved a 
profitable undertaking from the beginning. As the years passed their business in- 
creased and they enlarged their stock to meet the growing demands of the 
trade. For a long period theirs was regarded as one of the leading general 
stores of the time but in 1868 the partnership was dissolved and for a period 
Prosper Leseure engaged in no business. Later he formed a partnership 
with Geo. Yeomans and conducted an extensive lumber yard but eventually 
disposed of his interests to his son-in-law, J. G. Shedd. H e  also became a 
prominent factor in financial circles of the city, becoming one of the organizers 
of the State Bank of Danville, of which he was chosen vice president, con- 
tinuing in that position for a number of years, or  until he retired f r m  active 
business in 1889. In the spring of 1892 he removed to  California and lived re- 
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tired in Los Angeles to the time of his death, which, however, occurred in Dan- 
ville on the 23d of November, 1897, when he was visiting his children in this 
city. 

Mr. Leseure was twice married and there were three children of the first 
union, of whom they yet survive: Helen L., who is the widow of J. G. Shedd, 
for many years superintendent of the Danville schmls; and Oscar, a prominent 
surgeon of Detroit, Michigan. The wife and mother having passed away in 
1858, Mr. Leseure was again married in 1863, when Miss Harriet Crane, of 
Danville, became his wife. The only child of this marriage is Ernest X. Le 
Seure, president of the Danville National Bank. - 

Mr. Leseure took little part in public affairs as a politician yet was never 
remiss in the duties of citizenship and his cooperation and aid were freely 
given in support of projects for the public good. In the field of charity 
and philanthropy, however, he was an untiring, yet most unostentatious worker. 
H e  gave freely where assistance was needed, yet there were few outside the 
recipients of his bounty who knew aught of his charity. He never mentioned 
it himself, his generosity being prompted by a sincere interest in the welfare 
of his fellowmen and a deep sympathy for those who were suffering from an 
untoward fate. The Presbyterian church found him one of its most active, 
devoted and helpful members and his life was the exponent of his Christian 
belief. It was with the deepest regret the people learned of his death. Dan- 
ville citizens had long known and honored him and the circle of his friends 
here was coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances. 

JOHN LEEMON. 

Viewed through the perspective of the years it is possible to take an im- 
partial view of the work of any individual and to judge correctly of its value 
to the community. When considered in this way the labors of John Leemon 
are recognized as of marked importance to Vermilion county, where as a pio- 
neer settler he located, being among the first to plant the seeds of civilization 
upon the prairies that are now peopled by a prosperous population. H e  had 
the sound judgment to recognize the fact that this district must eventually be- 
come thickly inhabited because of the natural resources of the country and as 
the result of his labor and sound judgment he made extensive investments and 
in time became one of the most successful agriculturists of the community. 
H e  was a native of County Armagh, Ireland, although of Scotch descent. He 
was born on the 8th of May, 1829, a son of Thomas Leemon, whose ancestors 
had settled in the north of Ireland when religious persecution drove them from 
Scotland. Thomas Leemon wedded Miss Elizabeth Thompson and unto them 
were born six children. In 1857 they crossed the Atlantic to establish their 
home in America., where John Leemon had already settled three years before. 
For a time they resided in Jersey county, Illinois, and subsequently took up 
their abode in Christian county, where the father passed away in 1862. The 
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mother made her home in her later years with her son John and was called to 
her final rest in 1882. 

The schools of Ireland afforded John Leemon his educational privileges 
and at the age of twenty-two he bade adieu to family and friends and made his 
way to the new world. Favorable reports had reached him concerning busi- 
neses conditions here and the opportunities afforded to industrious ambitious 
young men. After a brief stay on the Atlantic coast he became a resident of 
Jersey county, Illinois, and sought and secured work as a farm hand at twelve 
dollars per month. In the winter season he was employed at husking corn at 
two cents a bushel and board. Close economy enabled him to save some money 
from his meager earnings and he invested in a team. Desiring that his labors 
should more directly benefit himself he rented land in Jersey county and there 
carried on general farming until 1857. In the meantime, however, he invested 
in property in Vermilion county, purchasing four hundred and forty acres of 
wild land from the government. The greater part of the territory now com- 
prised within the borders of this county was still unclaimed and uncultivated 
but Mr. Leemon recognized the richness of the soil and knew that earnest labor 
would convert the prairie land into productive fields. The only man living in 
the neighborhood at the time was Thomas Hoopes, with whom he boarded, 
walking to his place each morning, a distance of two and a half miles and re- 
turning in the evening. He felt that this consumed too much time, however, 
when there was so much to be done upon his farm, and in April, 1857, he built 
a little house thereon and managed the household affairs as well as the fields 
until the time of his marriage. That happy event in his life occurred August 
26, 1865, in Rossville, Miss Lodema Brown, of Butler township, becoming his 
wife. She was born near Lackport, Niagara county, New York, and when 
about seventeen years of age accompanied her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Brown, to Indiana. Five years were there passed and the family removed to 
East Lynn, Vermilion county, Mrs. Leemon being then a young lady of twenty- 
two years. Her father spent his last days in Marysville, Tennessee, where he 
died a number of years ago. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Catherine 
Bears, remained with Mrs. Leemon until shortly before her death in 1888. 

At the time of their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Leemon began their domestic 
life in the little home which he had already prepared and he bent his energies 
with renewed effort to the development of his farm until his labors has wrought 
a wonderful transformation. He placed acre after acre under the plow and in 
time golden harvests rewarded his cultivation of the fields. He also set out 
many varieties of fruit trees and planted hedge fences. His labors were not 
only of a most practical but also of a most progressive character and when 
invention brought forth improved machinery to facilitate the work of the fields 
he was quick to secure such and thus add to the productiveness of his farm. 
H e  had two windmills and a feed mill placed upon his farm and his barn was 
underlaid with water pipes which led to various tanks wherever water was re- 
quired for stock. Tiling converted wet land into cultivable fields and the Lee- 
mon farm came in time to be recognized as one of the finest in all eastern 
Illinois. H e  prospered as time passed on and as his financial resources increased 
added to his landed interests until he was known as one of the most extensive 
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land holders of this part of the state. H e  owned in Vermilion and Iroquois 
counties more than eighteen hundred acres of land in addition to a twethirds 
interest in eighteen hundred acres in Scott county and also property in Christian 
county. Since his death a division of his property has been made among his 
heirs. He was likewise associated with banking interests as one of the or- 
ganizers of the Hamilton, Leernon & Lateei- Bank of Hoopeston, with which 
he was associated up to the time of his death. Since then the bank has been 
reorganized under the name of the Hamilton & Cunningham Bank. 

As the years passed on six children came to brighten the household and 
sorrow also entered its portals when their eldest child, a daughter, Izele, passed 
away a t  the age of twelve years. Tlre others are: May Eliza, Robert A*, John 
A., Charles N. and Edith L. Of these Robert married Bessie Gilson, of Chi- 
cago, in 1895, and makes his home in Hoopeston. He was a student in Quincy, 
Illinois, and equally good advantages were afforded the other children, May 
Eliza pursuing her education in Onarga, John and Charles in Galesburg and 
Chicago, and Edith at Lake Forest, Illinois. The family circle was again 
broken by the hand of death, when on the 17th of December, 13g0, Mr. Leemon 
passed away, his death resulting from a runaway accident. He  had ridden to  
Hoopeston for a load of lumber and on returning home his team became un- 
manageable. He was thrown to the ground, the wagon passing over his body. 
For two days he lingered and then departed this life, his remains being in- 
terred in Floral Hill cemetery. His death caused a feeling of intense sorrow 
throughout the community. He was a man of genuine personal worth, of 
generous disposition, kindly spirit and unassailable honor and these qualities 
had endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. H e  had been reared 
in the Presbyterian church and his life embodied high and honorable prin- 
ciples. He  was a strong temperance man, using neither liquor nor tobacco, and 
his influence was always found on the side of progress, truth and right. Mrs. 
Leemon holds membership in the Universalist church and Mr. Leemon's gener- 
osity enabled her to give liberal assistance thereto. In 1897 she left the farm 
and now occupies an attractive home in Hoopeston, the family being very promi- 
nent in the social circles of the city. The sons of the family are all now 
well known and prosperous business men of Hoopeston. Mr. Leemon was 
devoted to his family and found his greatest happiness in contributing to the 
welfare and comfort of his wife and children. In politics he was always a 
democrat in support of political principles but at local elections, where no issue 
was involved, he regarded only the capability and fitness of the candidate. He 
was called at various times to public office and faithfully discharged his duties 
in those connections. For eight years he served as justice of the peace and 
his decisions were always strictly fair and impartial. He served as super- 
visor for four years and was a school director and trustee. 

Mr. Leemon had lived to witness remarkable changes in the county, for 
the work of civilization had scarcely been begun when he took up his abode on his 
Vermilion county farm. I t  was no unusual thing to see as many as seventy- 
five head of deer at on? time and he engaged with his neighbors in many a wolf 
hunt when hunger had made the wolves so venturesome that they would steal 
to the very doors of the cabin in order to get the venison found hanging by 
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the side of the house. In  many winters he killed from fifteen to twenty head 
of deer and the last deer known to have been slain upon the prairies fell before 
his rifle. As settlers came in the evidences of pioneer life were done away 
with, yet for some years after his arrival the prairies were starred with millions 
of wild flowers in June and in the winter were covered with one unbroken, 
dazzling sheet of snow. The roads were in poor condition and many of the 
now well kept highways had not yet been laid out. In all the work of progress 
and improvement Mr. Leemon bore his party and his aid could be counted upon 
to further any public project that promised to benefit the county at large. 

H e  was a man of strong character and marked individuality, faithful to 
his friends, loyal in citizenship, yet his best traits of character were ever re- 
served for his own home and fireside and in the circle of his family he was 
known as a loving. considerate husband and father. His wife and children 
still sacredly cherish is memory and the sons, following in his footsteps, have 
become recognized not only as progressive but also as honorable business men 
of the county. 

CHARLES A. ALLEN. 

Charles A. Allen, a resident of Hoopeston, is known as one of Illinois' r e p  
resentative and honored citizens. He has left and is leaving his impress upon 
public thought and action and is well qualified by nature for the position of 
leadership to  which he has attained. H e  stands in preeminent position in 
the ranks of the republican party in Illinois and his legislative history, cover- 
ing almost two decades, constitutes an important chapter in Illinois politics. 
Moreover, in all the private relations of life he has commanded the respect and 
confidence of those who know him and is most highly honored where best 
knowr., a fact which indicates that his record is one which will bear close in- 
vestigation and scrutiny and contains no esoteric chapters. 

Mr. Allen was born in Danville, Vermilion county, Illinois, July 26, 1851. 
His father, William I. Allen, was a native of Plain City, Madison county, Ohio, 
and devoted his life to farming. Removing westward to Illinois, he entered 
land at Hoopeston and adding to his possession from time to time, became the 
owner of three thousand acres in this county. He also practiced law in the 
early days, becoming a member of the Danville bar at the time when Abraham 
Lincoln was often seen in the courts of that city. Later he became interested 
in banking and at the time of the "wild cat" currency his financial affairs be- 
came involved and he lost all that he had made. His bank was located a t  
Perrysville, Indiana, where he lived for a number of years. He  was one of 
the first settlers of East Lynn and owned all of the land upon which the town 
of East Lynn now stands. At that time his nearest neighbor was about three 
miles away, a fact indicative of the unsettled condition of the country. In  early 
manhood Mr. Allen was united in marriage to Miss Emily Newell, a native of 
Flemingsburg, Harrison county, Kentucky, and a daughter of Squire James 
Newell, a prominent early settler of Vermilion county, in whose honor the 
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township of Newell was named. He took an active and helpful part in the 
work of development and progress in this portion of the state and was one of 
the most respected and honored of the early settlers. He  died at  an advanced 
age and was laid to rest in Grove cemetery in the town of Newell in 1846. As 
stated, his daughter Emily became the wife of William I. Allen and unto them 
were born six children: Hugh, a native of Vermilion county, is now a resident 
of the Elkhom Valley, of Nebraska, where he owns extensive landed inter- 
ests and is also a member of the ~eb ra ska  legislature; Mary, who was born 
in this county, is the wife of Thomas Van Brunt, a farmer of Dakota; Emily 
is still a resident of Vermilion, her native county; Klimena is the widow of 
George Koerner and still resides in Vermilion county; Anna, who was born in 
this county, has passed away. 

The other member of the family is Charles A. Allen whose youthful days 
were spent upon the home farm in Ross township, Vermilion county, where 
his education was acquired in the district schools of that township, in the pub- 
lic schools of Danville and in Michigan University. While teaching school he 
provided the money necessary to defray the expenses of a college educatio~ 
and with a desire to become a member of the bar, he matriculated in the law 
department of the State University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, from which 
he was graduated on the 25th of March, 1874, on the completion of a two 
years' course. Admitted to practice before the Illinois bar, he settled at Ross- 
ville, Vermilion county, where he remained for about six years and then came 
to Hoopeston where he has since followed his profession in connection with 
the supervision of his farming interests which are extensive and valuable, rep- 
resenting a large investment. In his chosen profession he has made con- 
tinuous progress. Although advancement at the bar is proverbially slow, no 
dreary novitiate awaited him. Almost immediately he proved his worth in. 
solving the intricate problems of law and also in directly applying legal prin- 
ciples to the points in litigation. His analysis has ever been clear, his de- 
ductions logical and his arguments strong and forceful and he has long been 
recognized as one of the able lawyers practicing in this section of the state. 

Mr. Allen is not alone well versed in the law, however, being equally well 
informed on those questions which are to the statesman and man of affairs of 
grave import. Few men possess wider information concerning the leading 
issues of the day or have discussed with greater clearness from the hustings 
and in legislative halls the questions which are up for consideration and settle- 
ment. His fellow townsmen, appreciating his ability and his loyalty to the 
public welfare, elected him as their representative to the state legislature in 
1884 and for twenty-two years he thus served as a member of the general as- 
sembly. No higher encomium could be pronounced concerning the ability with 
which he safeguarded the interests of his constituents and of the common 
welfare than the fact that he was again and again reelected. H e  was chosen 
speaker of the house during the "revolt" in 1902. A contemporary historian 
has said: "His name figures conspicuously and prominently upon the legisla- 
tive records and he has been the promoter of many measures which have found 
their way to the statute books of the state. He is a fearless champion of 
whatever course he believes to be right and his loyal defense of his honest 
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convictions is one of the strong elements of his success in political circles. Per- 
haps his name came into more general prominence in connection with what is 
known as the Allen bill than through any other measure. This was the street 
railway bill which he promoted, giving to the city councils and boards of su- 
pervisors the right of granting franchises not exceeding fifty years. The 
present law limits this term of franchise to twenty years. The bill 
which Mr. Allen promoted and fathered was carried by both houses and 
signed by the governor but was repealed with the next session of the legisla- 
ture, Mr. Allen being the only man who voted against the repeal. Vermilion 
county has profited largely by his efforts in its behalf and upon the floor of the 
house Mr. Allen is known as an active working member deeply inerested in 
his party's success, but placing the general good before personal partisanship." 

Mr. Allen was married April 4, 1878, in Rossville, to Miss Mary Thomp 
son, a daughter of Louis M. Thompson, who was born in this county where 
his people were early settlers. Their children are: John Newell; Lawrence T., 
attorney at law and county judge of Vermilion county; and Esther Mary, who 
was born in Hoopeston in 1897 and is now attending the public schools. The 
family residences on Washington street in Hoopeston is one of the attractive 
homes of the town and justly celebrated for its warm-hearted hospitality. In 
addition to this property Mr. Allen has extensive landed interests in Ver- 
milion county and fifteen hundred acres in Fulton county. His patriotic de- 
votion to his country is indicated in the fact that at the time of the Spanish- 
American war he raised the Sixteenth Illinois Regiment, of which Governor 
Tanner commissioned him colonel. 

In his fraternal relations Mr. Allen is a Mason, a Knights of Pythias and 
a Modern Woodman. His wealth has been wisely shared with churches, chari- 
ties and benevolent institutions and the deserving poor find in him a friend. 
He is often a visitor at the Old Settlers Home and takes great interest in pre- 
serving the records of the early development and progress of the state. He? 
is well known as a republican speaker in campaigns and is an orator of ability 
who is frequently called upon to address public gatherings. Few men have 
been so long connected with public service and the record of none has been more 
faultless in honor, fearless in conduct and stainless in reputation. 

STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS HARRY. 

Steghen A. Douglas Harry, president and treasurer of the Hoopeston Car- 
rizge Company, is at the head of the only enterprise of this kind in Hoopeston, 
and the business is largely a monument to his enterprise and progressive spirit 
and his well defined and carefully executed pIans. His life history had its be- 
ginning in Coles county, Illinois, on the 24th of May, 1860. His father, Jacob 
Harry, was descended from Welsh Quaker ancestry, the family beiig founded 
in America soon after the amval of William Penn. At that time the family 
home was established in Pennsylvania The great-grandfather of S. A. D. 
Harry removed southward to North Carolina about the time of the surrender 
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of Cornwallis and as  a volunteer of the American army assisted in preventing 
the British troops from continuing their march from the south. H e  gave his 
life in defense of the cause of liberty, being killed at the battle of King's 
Mountain. Jacob Harry, the father of our subject, was a sative of Ohio, devoted 
his life to farming, and died in Coles county, Illinois, on the 9th of March, 1899. 
In early manhocd he had wedded Suzanna Tobey, a native of Maryland, who 
died in Coles county, in April, 1902. 

At the usual age Stephen A. Douglas Harry began his education in the dis- 
trict schools of his native county and aftenvard had the benefit of instruction 
in the normal school at Ladoga, Indiana, and in the Eastern Illinois College 
at Danville, devoting much of his attention to the acquirement of an education 
until he reached the age of twenty-four years. After leaving school he took 
up the profession of teaching. which he followed for five years in the district 
schools of Coles county, while for four years he was superintendent of schools 
at Covington, Indiana. He then accepted the position of assistant principal 
of the Danville high school and after a year's service in that capacity was made 
principal, thus serving for five years. He came to Hoopeston as superin- 
tendent of schools and for eight years was at the head of the educational in- 
terests of this city, his zeal and enthusiasm in his work being an inspiring in- 
fluence for the development and growth of the schools. In 1906, however, he 
turned his attention from educational to commercial pursuits, becoming asso- 
ciated with the Thornton Buggy Company, of which he was general manager 
until the business was reorganized under the name of the Hoopeston Carriage 
Company, in December, I@, when he was chosen president and treasurer of :he 
company, with W. H. Schwartz as secretary. They are manufacturers of 
bad weather carriages and a various line of light vehicles. They conduct both 
a wholesale and retail trade and are doing business all over the United States, 
their annual sales amounting to about fifty thousand dollars. They employ on 
an average of twenty skilled workmen, and theirs is the only establishment of 
the kind in Hoopeston. The enterprise and progressive spirit of Mr. Harry 
are salient features in the continuous growth and success of this undertaking. 
He is also engaged in farming in Indiana, his interests covering about six hun- 
dred and forty acres in Marshall and Fulton counties. 

Mr. Harry was married in Charleston, Illinois, on the 5th of August, 1884, 
to Miss Madge iJTyeth, a native of Coles county, and a daughter of Thomas E. 
'CVyeth. They became the parents of one daughter, Zola. who was born in 
Coles county, January 30, 1886. and in September, ~gog, became the wife of 
Lawrence A. Bremer. They are now residents of Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, Mr. Bremer being engaged in the leather goods business. In 1901 in a 
railroad accident near BIarshall, hiissouri. on the Chicago & Alton. Mrs. Harry 
was injured and died eighteen hours aftenvard, her death being deeply de- 
plored by many friends as well as her immediate family. On the 14th of July, 
1904, Mr. Harry was again married, his second union being with Eunice Sater 
whom he wedded a t  Atlanta. Illinois. She is a native of Ohio and a daughter 
of Dr. Charles C. Sater. They now have one child, Suzama, who was born 
in Hwpeston, May 14, I@, and was named for her paternal grandmother. 
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Mr. Harry has never ceased to feel a deep interest in the schools and is 
now a member of the board of education. While at Covington, engaged in 
school work, he was accorded a life state certificate for Indiana. His political 
allegiance is given to democracy and he belongs to the Commercial Club. He 
is now master of the Masonic lodge and is a Knight Templar, belonging to 
Mary Commandery a t  Watseka. He  has also taken the degrees of the Lodge 
of Perfection in Danville and his religious faith is indicated in his membership 
in the First Methodist Episcopal church at Hoopeston. H e  is a t  present and 
has been for a number of years, superintendent of the Methodist Sunday 
school. His has been an active useful life, imbued with high principles, his 
acts and motives at  all times balancing up with truth and honor. 

JAMES A. MEEKS. 

James A. hleeks, attorney at law of Danville, was born in Washington county, 
Ohio, March 7, 1864. His father, Moses ?*leeks, was likewise a native of that 
county, born August 13, 1820. His parents emigrated from Virginia to Ohio 
when the latter state was a wilderness and the lfeeks family were thereafter ac- 
tively and helpfully connected with the growth of Washington county and its 
development from primitive conditions. Moses Meeks was there reared among 
the wild scenes and environment of pioneer life, assisting in the arduous task of 
developing a new farm, hence early cultivated those habits of industry and thrift 
which remained with him through life. In April, 1848, he was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Susan Hackathorn, a native of Beaver county, Pennsylvania. and 
they began their domestic life upon a farm in Washington county, Ohio, where 
they resided continuously until 1865, when they traveled westward to Illinois, 
arriving in XTermilion county in April. At that time they took up their abode 
upon a farm which remained the home of Mr. lleeks until his death, which oc- 
curred in 1910, after he had passed the ninetieth milestone on life's journey. He  
came of a family noted for longevity. One of his grandfathers, John Gray, 
lived to be more than one hundred years old and is believed to have been the last 
survivor of the Revolutionary war. Mr. Jleeks appeared much younger than 
he was, retaining his mental and physical capacities largely unimpaired for many 
years, and even in his closing years he did not present the enfeebled appearance 
of most men of his age. H e  and his wife had celebrated their golden wedding 
at the family home in -April. 1898, and on the 23d of Sovember of that year the 
death of his wife occurred. Mr. lleeks was greatly zffected by the demise of his 
companion but he remained in vigorous health until a few days prior to his own 
death. H e  was as supple in his movements as most men twenty years his junior 
and he never walked with a cane. Some of the chiidren of JIr.  and Mrs. Moses 
>leeks \%-ere born in Ohio. while others were added to the household following 
the removal to the 1-ermilion county farm, which is situated in the McKendree 
neighborhood about three and a half miles northeast of Georgetown, a t  the sta- 
tion Meeks of the Chicago, Terre Haute & Southeastern Railroad. The sur- 
riving children are: George ly.. now living in Beaver, Oklahoma; Samuel, a 
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resident of Galveston, Indiana; James A., of this review; Ida V., living in San 
Diego, California; and Mrs. Sarah Ellen Vincent, whose home is at Meeks. 

James A. Meeks was only about a year old when the family came to Illinois, 
and upon the old homestead he spent the days of his boyhood and youth. He  at- 
tended the Wingard school nearby, then became a pupil of Westfield College and 
later of Illinois College at Jacksonville. Determining early upon the practice of 
law as a life work, he b e e  reading in the office and under the direction of E. R. E. 
Kimbrough, who is now on the circuit bench. I n  November, 1890, Mr. Meeks 
was admitted to the bar and on the 1st of October of the following year opened 
a law office in Danville. H e  was in partnership with Judge Kimbrough for ten 
years prior to the election of his former preceptor to the bench. He has always 
continued in active connection with the bar as a general practitioner and in Oc- 
tober, 1903, he was appointed master in chancery of the circuit court for Ver- 
milion coulity, which position he has filled without interruption to the present 
time. . 

O n  the 27th of August, 1898, Mr. Meeks was married to Miss Frances RL 
Pearson, a daughter of Gustavus and Hattie (Brown) Pearson, natives of Ohio 
and New York respectively, who are now living in Danville. Her father was 
for many years a commission merchant of Chicago and prominent on the Board 
of Trade. He is a member of the Chicago Pioneers and of the California Pioneers 
of Chicago. His father Judge John Pearson was for a time on the circuit bench 
when the district in which Danville was located also embraced Cook county. At  
length he retired from the bench to accept the office of state senator in the same 
district. He was one of Danville's pioneers and most honored and respected 
citizens. The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Meeks was also a lawyer at Ogdens- 
burg, New York, and likewise served upon the bench. Her father, Gustavus 
Pearson, in early manhood was employed by Joel Matteson, of Joliet, Illinois, 
who afterward became governor of the state. I n  1849, following the gold ex- 
citement, he went to California and in addition to his mining interests he operated 
with a party of twelve a flouring mill at Vallejo, near San Francisco. While 
prospecting, he discovered the Yosemite valley. Since 1880 he has made his home 
in Danville. 

In  his political views Mr. Meeks is a democrat, thoroughly versed on the ques- 
tions and issues of the day. He  belongs to the Knights of Pythias fraternity and 
to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He  is, moreover, a very public- 
spirited man and one of the foremost members of the Danville bar. 

JOSEPH G. CANNON. JR. 

Joseph G. Cannon, Jr., who for three years has been connected with the 
Illinois Traction System and makes his home in Danville, was born in Tuscola, 
Ilinois, November 28, 1870, a son of William and Anna (Warnsley) Cannon, 
who removed to Danville when he was about five years of age. Their family 
numbered two sons and a daughter, the brother of our subject being 0. W. 
Cannon, of this city, while the sister, Anna, is the wife of G. W. Helm of Los 
Angeles, California. 
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Joseph G. Cannon, Jr., acquired his early education in the Danville schools 
and afterward attended the Pennsylvania Military school at Chester, Pennsyl- 
vania. Upon completing his course there he secured a position in the Second 
National Bank of Danville of which his father was for a number of years 
president. There he remained for several years, his ability and fidelity win- 
ning hirn promotion through various positions. He then became associated 
with the Illinois Traction S~S&, with which he has now been connected for 
three years. 

On the 12th of June, 1893, Mr. Cannon was married to Miss Claribel Dur- 
ham, who was born January 27, 1871, in W a k e e ,  Illinois. In 1875 she was 
brought to Danville by her parents, John and Mary (Cassidy) Durham, the 
former a native of Indiana and the latter of this city. The ancestors of the 
family came from Virginia. George Washington Cassidy, the grandfather of 
Mrs. Cannon, was one of the pioneer residents of Vermilion county. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Durham are now deceased. There are two living sons, however, 
and two daughters: J. C. Durham, a resident of Borden, Indiana; Myra, also 
living at Borden; J. H Durham, of Bloomington, Indiana; and Mrs. Cannon, 
who by her marriage has become the mother of one son, John William, bow 
March 7, 1898, and now a pupil in the Garfield school. Mrs. Cannon com- 
pleted her education in the Danville high school. She is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and she presides with gracious hospitality over her 
attractive home at No. 1018 North Vermilion avenue. 

JOHN E. P. BUTZ, M. D. 

Dr. John E. P. Butz, who since 1878 has engaged in the practice of medicine 
at Potomac, has wan for himself a favorable place in professional circles and 
at the same time has been recognized as a leader in political lines. H e  was 
born July 12, 1849, at Little Sandusky, Ohio, a son of Samuel and Alcinda 
Helen (Foulke) Butz. The father was born in Easton, Pennsylvania, in 1824, 
and the mother was a native of Virginia. They were married in 1848 at Little 
Sandusky, Ohio, and on removing from that place became residents of Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, Mr. Butz entering land in Pilot township in 1852, 
since which time the family has resided in the same neighborhood. 

Dr. Butz was reared upon the old homestead farm and the usual experi- 
ences of agricultural life were his in his boyhood and youth. He supplemented 
his early educational training by study in the high school at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, from which he was graduated with the class of 1875 and then en- 
tered the Rush Medical College of Chicago, where he completed a three years' 
course and was graduated in 1878. Locating for practice in Potomac, he has 
remained here continuously since and in the intervening period, covering a 
third of a century, he has always been recognized as one of the leading and 
able members of the profession in this part of the county. Broad reading and 
wide research have kept him in touch with the advanced work that is being 
done by the profession and he is quick to adopt any new idea or  method of 
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practice which he believes will have vital worth and significance in his pro- 
f essional duties. 

On the 24th of June, 1880, in Ladoga, Indiana, Dr. Butz was united in 
marriage to Miss Mabel F. Buckingham and they have one son, Homer E., 
who married Beryl M. Osborn and has two sons, Edmund and Frederick. Dr. 
Butz holds membership in the Unitarian church and in every relation of life is 
a man of broad and liberal views who recognizes' that there is much good in the 
world and at the same time recognizes the opportunity for further progress 
and advancement, toward which he is lending his aid and influence. He be- 
longs to both the Masonic and Odd Fellows lodges and the Modern Wood- 
inen and in his political views is a democrat, supporting the party since age 
conferred upon him the right of franchise.  hat he is recognized as one of 
its leaders in local ranks is indicated in the fact that he was honored with 
election to the state legislature and served in 1897-8. In that office, as in 
other relations of life, he gave careful consideration to every question that 
came up for settlement and by his support or opposition to any measure, as 
the case might be, sought the welfare and benefit of the state at large. 

REV. FREDERICK GAHLMAN. 

Rev. Frederick Gahlman, pastor of St. Anthony's church at Hoopeston, 
was born at Clyman, Wisconsin, March 28, 1871, a son of Frederick and 
Josephine (Bauerichter) Gahlman, both of whom were natives of Westphalia, 
Germany. They came to America in 1841, settling in Wisconsin. They were 
then in the period of childhood and in 1856 they were married in Watertown, 
Wisconsin. The father was a lifelong farmer, following general agricultural 
pursuits until his death, which occurred October 6, 1909. His widow still 
survives and is now living in Clyman, Wisconsin. 

Frederick Gahlman attended the country schools and afterward pursued a 
commercial course at Sacred Heart College in Watertown, Wisconsin. He 
studied the classics and philosophy at  St. Joseph's College in Dubuque, Iowa, 
where he was graduated and then entered upon further preparation for the 
priesthood by pursuing a theological course at  Mount St. Mary's Seminary at  
Cincinnati, Ohio. Following his graduation there he was ordained in I ~ I ,  
in Peoria, Illinois, by Bishop OYReilly and was assigned to the assistant pas- 
torate of the Church of the Immaculate Conception at  Gilman, Illinois. In 
March, 1902, he was appointed pastor of St. Anthony's church at  Hennepin, 
Illinois, by Bishop Spaulding and while there built the new church-St. Pat- 
ricks. In July, 1903, he was transferred to St. Anthony's church in Hmpes- 
ton and under his charge also has the Watseka out mission. Through his 
diligent labors he built up the Hoopeston parish so that they were able to 
support their own pastor. In 1907 the new St. Anthony edifice was dedicated, 
all debts were liquidated and the church started out clear of any financial 
obligations. The Hoopeston parish was established about 1880 and was for 
many years attached to the Gilrnan parish. About I&$ Father Mainville was 
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placed in charge, being the first resident pastor. Father Selk succeeded as the 
second pastor, then came Father Welters and at  the present time Father Gahl- 
man is in charge. There are seventy families members of the parish and they 
are numbered among the best and most substantial citizens of Hoopeston and 
the surrounding country. 

LORENZO D. WOOD. 

Lorenzo D. W d ,  proprietor of a livery and sales barn a t  Hoopeston, was 
born in Iroquois county, Illinois, December IS, 1869, a son of Lorenzo D. and 
Martha Ann (Hill) Wood, both of whom were natives of Indiana. The father 
was born December 22, 1841, and on the 28th of February, 1864, was united 
in marriage to Miss Martha Ann Hill, whose birth occurred February 21, 1846. 
They became the parents of eight children, namely: Augusta, who was born 
November 26, 1865, and is now living in Clinton county, Indiana; William T., 
who was born January 19, 1868, and is now a resident of Danville; Lorenzo 
D.; Jefferson, who was b r n  June 27, 1873, and is living in Hoopeston; hlai 
haska, who was born December 22, 1875, and is now the wife of Charles 
Murray, of Hoopeston; Maud, who was born April 12, 1879, and is the wife 
of Richard Eddy, of Chicago; Claude, who was born March 12, 1883, and died 
May 21, 1908; and Piner, who was born October 16, 1885, and died October 
30, 1890. The mother of these children passed away October 9, I@, and in 
February, 1910, the father married Mrs. John Sabon. 

At the age of eleven years Lorenzo D. W d ,  whose name introduces this 
record, came with his parents to Vermilion county, the family settling on a 
farm near Hoopeston. The father continued to engage in general agricultural 
pursuits in this county until 1904, when he sold his farm and turned his at- 
tention to the dairy business, since which time he has made his home in Hoopeston. 

Lorenzo D. Wood assisted his father in the work of the home farm until 
he had attained his majority and during that period acquired his education in 
the public schools. When he had reached adult age he began working for 
the Illinois Canning Company, with which he remained for three years and 
then turned his attention to buying, baling and shipping hay and straw. For 
nine years he engaged in that business and in 1902 established a livery and 
sales barn in Hoopeston, in which connection he has built up a successful busi- 
ness not only in the rental of horses and vehicles but also in buying and sell- 
ing horses. 

On the 12th of April, 1892, Mr. Wood was married to Miss Laura B. 
Pickerell, a daughter of John W. and Lizzie Jane (Renaker) Pickerell. Her 
father is now deceased but her mother is living in South Dakota. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Wood have been born two daughters: Edith, born December 9, 1896; 
and Ruby C., July 28, 1901. Both are now students in the schools of Hoopeston. 

John W. Pickerell, the father of Mrs. Wood, was born April 17, 1852, 
and died on the 12th of June, 1908. He  was married December 10, 1874, to 
Lizzie Jane Renaker, who was born February zo, 1856, and is now the wife 
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of G. V. Hill, living in South Dakota. By her first marriage she had five 
children. Laura B., who was born October 3, 1875, is now the wife of our 
subject. Tremont, born March 3, 1878, Albert, born April 13, 1880, and 
Edward, born September 13, 1883, are all residents of Hoopeston. Martha 
Agnes, born December 6, 1887, married Jess McKibben September 20, 1903, 
and died leaving two daughters, Florence and Frances. 

Mr. Wood belongs to the Modem Woodmen camp and to the Odd Fellows 
lodge and enjoys the favorable regard of his brethren of those fraternities. 
His life has been an active and useful one and the success he has achieved 
is attributable entirely to his own efforts, for his close application and energy 
have enabled him to work his way steadily upward. 

JOHN L. HAMILTON. 

Jchn L. Hamilton is the only man chosen from the ranks of those in con- 
trol of private banking institutions to become president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Bankers, and in that organization other honors of almost equal promi- 
nence have been accorded him, giving proof of his standing among those who 
are foremost in controlling the financial interests and solving intricate money 
problems of the country. His local business connection is now that of presi- 
dent of the Hoopeston National Bank of Hoopeston, yet his business activities 
reach out into various fields and wherever progress, reform and public honor 
are to be conserved his interest is awakened and his cooperation becomes 
a forceful element. 

A farm in Macoupin county, Illinois, was the birth place of Mr. Hamilton 
and his natal day was May 8, 1862. His parents, John L. and Anna Eliza 
(Leemon) Hamilton, removed to Wellington, Illinois, in 1864, and became 
residents of Watseka in 1875. The father, who devoted many years of his 
life to general agricultural pursuits, was afterward selected to the position of 
county treasurer of Iroquois county and proved a most faithful custodian of 
the public funds. He was also four times honored with election to the state 
legislature and was connected with much important constructive work that 
found its way to the statute books of the state. While a stanch advocate of 
republican principles, he ever placed the interests of the commonwealth be- 
fore that of party and the general good before personal aggrandizement. 
Loyalty characterized all of his public service and sound judgment made his 
work of practical value and of far-reaching and beneficial effect. In business 
affairs, too, he displayed keen discernment and making judicious investment 
in property became the owner of twenty-four hundred acres of land in Iroquois 
county and seventeen thousand acres in Texas. H e  died in Watseka, Illinois, 
in May, 1900, and is still survived by his widow, who is yet a resident of 
that place. Both were of Scotch and English lineage and the traits of a worthy 
ancestry are manifest in their descendents. The family of Mr. and Mrs. John 
L. Hamilton, Sr., numbered seven children, of whom the subject of this re- 
view is the eldest. The other sons are William A., Edward C. and George 
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H.. all residents of Iroquois county and extensively ecgaged in the cattle busi- 
ness in Texas. 

The publir-school system of Watseka provided John L. Hamilton of this 
review with his educational privileges. H e  left the high school when in his 
eighteenth year and from 1879 until 1886 filled the office of deputy county 
treasurer, under his father, in Iroquois county and also the office of deputy 
county clerk. He resigned the latter position in 1887 to  become one of the 
organizers of the Citizens Bank of Watseka, with which he was connected 
until the spring of 1889, when he disposed of his interests and on the 1st of 
April removed to Hoopeston. H e  has since been prominently identified with 
the banking interests of this city. H e  was first cashier in the banking house of 
Burwell, Hamilton & Morgan and when change in ownership occurred the 
name of Hamilton & Cunningham was assumed, Mr. Hamilton becoming vice 
president of the institution and so continuing until the 1st of June, I-. On 
that date he organized the Hoopeston National Bank and was elected its presi- 
dent. His operations at Hoopeston, however, do not compass the scope of 
his activities, for he is now vice president of the American Bank & Trust 
Company of Danville and in other connections has render2d service of marked 
value to the banking interests of the state. 

There are few representatives of the banking business in Illinois who have 
so wide and favorable an acquaintance, and the labors of none have been more 
effective and beneficial in upholding the high standard of service or  in more 
closely safeguarding the interests of banking institutions and depositors. He  
has served for fifteen years on the executive council of the Illinois Bankers 
Association and was for three terms its chairman. In the years 1898 and 1899 
he was honored with the presidency. H e  served for  eight years on the execu- 
tive council of the American Bankers Association and during one year of that 
time was chairman. H e  was also made chairman of the Fidelity Bond Com- 
mittee, which is considered one of the leading, if not the most important, com- 
mittees of the association. In this connection the local press said: "The con- 
ferring of these honors upon Mr. Hamilton without solicitation upon his part 
Qmes as the strongest possible official endorsement of the valuable work he has been 
doing for the association fur many years. The honors in this instance have 
fallen upon shoulders well worthy of receiving them. No man in the asso- 
ciation takes a deeper interest in looking after all that tends to improve the 
present system of banking than Mr. Hamilton. His careful and conscientious 
study of the financial problems with which all banking institutions must 
necessarily come in contact has supplied a fund of information that has earned 
for him the well merited' distinction of being one of the ablest and most 
conspicuous authorities on financial questions in the association. In  June, 1901, 
he went to England as the representative of the American Bankers Associa- 
tion to study financial conditions in that country." The task occupied about 
two months and the able and exhaustive report he rendered the association 
on his return elicited from its members the most favorable comments. Still 
higher honors came to him in 1905 in his election to the presidency of the 
American Bankers Association. This was a mark of special distinction, for 
he is the only private and country banker that has ever been called to  the 
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presidency of the National Association, which has eleven thousand members. 
H e  is now a member of the currency commission of fifteen members, who 
were appointed to assist congress in revising the banking laws of the United 
States and is member of the federal legislative committee of five of the Ameri- 
can Bankers Association, to whom is referred 211 federal legislation affect- 
ing bankers in the United States. He is likewise chairman of the fidelity and 
burglary insurance committee of the American Bankers Association, which has 
in charge the bonding and pensioning of employes of the members of the Ameri- 
can Bankers Association and the insurance interests and protection against 
burglary. 

Aside from his banking business and his insurance service in the State and 
National Bankers Associations, Mr. Hamilton is widely known in business cir- 
cles, being treasurer and director of the Federal Life Insurance Company of 
Chicago, secretary and treasurer of the Hoopeston Horse Nail Company and 
the owner of extensive landed interests which include property in Iroquois 
county and large holdings in Texas and Georgia, having about thirty thousand 
acres of yellow pine in the latter state. In other connections he is also promi- 
nently identified with the organization of movements for the benefit of trade 
and commerce. He is a member of the Association of Commerce of the city 
of Chicago and is a director of the Illinois Manufacturers Association. Hoopes- 
ton, too, has benefited by his efforts in its behalf. He rendered signal 
service to the city as a member of the council from 1895 until 1897 and in 
the latter year he was chosen mayor, remaining as chief executive of the city 
for four years. His administration was characterized by the same prompt dis- 
patch of municipal business that has marked his management of private in- 
terests and he also wrought along the lines of reform and progress, his capable 
service receiving endorsement through his reelection. He is recognized as one 
of the leading republicans of the state and has been a delegate to all its con- 
ventions since 1892. The call of benevolence and charity has never found him 
unresponsive and where the interests of humanity are to be conserved he is 
ready to lend his aid and influence, being now one of the seven commissioners 
of the National Red Cross Association of America, of which President Taft 
is the head, while Governor Deneen is the state chairman. 

On the 9th of February, 1892, in Tolono, Illinois, Mr. Hamilton was mar- 
ried to Miss Mary A. Hall, a daughter of James A. Hall, and a native of 
Onarga, Illinois. They have become the parents of five sons: John Lawrence. 
Donald H., Robert L., Howard and Thomas J., a11 born in Hoopeston. The 
family attend the Presbyterian church. Mr. Hamilton is also prominent in 
the Masonic fraternity having taken all of the degrees of the York and Scottish 
Rites up to and including those of the commandery and the consistory. He is 
likewise a member of the Mystic Shrine and belongs to the Knights of Pythias 
lodge, in which he has filled all of the offices. H e  is likewise a member of 
the Commercial Club of Hoopeston and maintains pleasant social relations with 
leading business men of Chicago through his membership in the Union League, 
the Hamilton and the Bankers Clubs of that city. 

He has been the strong center of the community in which he moves and 
his business balances up with principles of truth and honor. His interests' and 
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activities have never been self centered but have reached out to that broad 
field of usefulness wherein the public is a benefactor. He  believes in the main- 
tenance of the highest possible standards in the field of banking and his cleat 
judgment and sound opinions have been influencing factors in the solution 
of vital financial problems and the conservation of banking interests. 

JOHN BRADY. 

John C. Brady, manager of extensive milling interests at Danville owned by 
the Charles Herenden Milling Company of Chicago, was born in Danville town- 
ship, October 14, 1869, and is of Scotch, Irish and German descent. H e  is a 
representative of one of the old pioneer families of the county. His grandfather, 
John Brady, was one of the early settlers here and was closely identified with 
the development and progress of the county for many years. He was born in 
Virginia but when very young was taken to Ohio, his parents becoming pioneer resi- 
dents of Brown county, where he was reared to manhood and married. Instead of 
settling there he decided to come further west and made a prospecting trip on 
horseback. He  was so pleased with the country in eastern Illinois that he re- 
turned to Ohio for his family and by team they traveled westward to Vermilion 
county. This section was very sparsely settled at  the time, most of the land be- 
ing owned by the government and for sale to whomsoever cared to buy it at  a 
dollar and a quarter per acre. Mr. Erady very soon made claim to a tract of 
land three miles south of the city of Danville, or rather of the present site of 
the city, and entered it from the government at the land office at Palestine. He 
built there a round log house for a temporary residence but soon afterward put 
up a more substantial hewn log house, and it was in that home that John Brady, 
Jr., the father of our subject, was born. Later the grandfather erected a frame 
house which was first put up in South Danville by a party who intended it for a 
hotel but who failed before it was completed. John Brady, Sr., then purchased 
the frame and erected the I~ouse on his homestead. The side-boards, casings, 
window frames and in fact all of the finishings were made of black walnut, and 
it was in that house that John C. Brady was born. This building remained stand- 
ing until a few years ago. wt-hen it was destroyed by fire. ;is the years passed 
John Erady. Sr., converted his claim into a good and producti~e farm and resided 
thereon until death closed his useful career. The maiden name of his wife was 
Rosanna Kratzer, and she was a native of Ohio. Her father, Henry Kratzer, 
removed from Ohio to Indiana, becoming a pioneer settler of Marion county, 
where he developed a farm from the wilderness. the place being about a mile 
from Indianapolis. Upon that farm he spent his remaining days. His daughter, 
the grandmother of John C. Brady. died at the old family homestead in Vermilion 
county. Both Mr. and Mrs. John Brady, Sr., were people of sterling worth and 
were very influential in their neighborhood, all holding them in high esteem and 
respect. 

John Brady, Jr., the father of John C. Brady. was born in Danville township, 
February 1. 1837, and the old homestead, which was his birthplace, is still in his 
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possession and from its rental he derives a good income. H e  is now living in 
retirement a t  No. 1124 North Logan avenue, in Danville, having accumulated a 
handsome competence by his capable management and judicious investments. He 
remembers well the incidents of pioneer life here and the primitive style of 
living necessitated by the distance from the centers of older civilization. He 
acquired his education in the pioneer school which was held in one of the old 
time log schoolhouses with its rude benches for seats. He continued upon the 
old homestead until after the outbreak of the Civil war, when, in July, 1862, he 
answered his country's call and enlisted in Company A, One Hundred and Twenty-i 
fifth Illinois Infantry, taking part in all of the important engagements in 
which the company participated, including Sherman's campaign from Chat- 
tanooga to Atlanta and the march to the sea. After being mustered out in 
1865 he returned io the old homestead and again took up the work of farrn- 
ing, which he followed continuously until 1883, when he removed with his 
family to Tilton. After making his home in that village for  several years he 
took up his abode in Danville, where he now resides. 

John Brady, Jr., was married in February, 1859, to Miss Mary Conlin, 
a native of the state of New York, and unto them were born ten children, of 
whom four are now living: Margaret, John C., Charles N. and Edith. The 
mother was born August I, 1839, on what is now Broadway, New York city, 
and there resided with her parents for several years, thence going to New 
Orleans, where they lived for a few years before coming to Illinois to make 
their home, Mrs. John Brady, Jr., has a brother and two sisters living and they 
have all done their part toward shaping the history of Vermilion county. 

John C. Brady, whose name introduces this record, acquired a country 
school education and then began work in a grocery store a t  Tilton, Illinois. 
In 1892, deciding to follow commercial pursuits, he went to Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, where he pursued a business course in the Kentucky University. After 
completing his education he accepted a position as bookkeeper for Bookwalter 
Brothers, lumber manufacturers, of Farmer City, Kentucky, from which posi- 
tion he resigned to become paymaster for the Columbia Rolling Chair Com- 
pany, which had a concession at the World's Columbian Exposition in Chi- 
cago. At the close of the exposition he returned to Danville and became con- 
nected with the Consolidated Coal Company of St. Louis, Missouri, as Man- 
ager and buyer for their general store at Mission Field, Illinois. 

While living there Mr. Brady became acquainted with and married Miss 
Eva Estelle Speakman, the wedding being celebrated September 23, 1896. She 
was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Speakman, who resided on a farm near 
Danville, and her death occurred April 25, 1899. On the 10th of January, 
1906, Mr. Brady was again married, the second union being with Mrs. Sadie 
B. Amour,  of Danville, a daughter of Mrs. Lucinda Boston. She was born 
April 10, 1879, on a farm near Homer, Illinois, and when she was about seven 
years of age her parents removed to Indiana. After residing there for sever& 
years they returned to Illinois, her father, John W. Boston, dying soon after- 
ward. Her mother, Mrs. Lucinda Boston, is still living and makes her home 
most of the time with her daughter, Mrs. Brady. 
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After the death of his first wife in 1899, Mr. Brady resigned his position 
at Mission Field to accept a position with M. W. Wright & Company, mer- 
chant millers of Danville, and it is with these mills that he is now employed as 
manager. Since becoming connected with the enterprise he has held his posi- 
tion under three different companies: M. W. Wright & Company; the Ameri- 
can Hominy Company; and the present owners, the Charles Herenden Milling 
Company, of Chicago. He is interested in no other business in Danville other 
than with the grain and milling business, devoting all of his time to this par- 
ticular work, in which connection he has built up an extensive trade. 

At the age of twenty-one years Mr. Brady joined the Odd Fellows lodge 
a t  Tilton and has since continued his membership in this order, being now 
affiliated with Danville Lodge, No. 6, of which he is past grand. He is also 
a member of the Danville encampment of Odd Fellows and of the Daughters 
of Rebekah, and belongs to the Danville lodge of Elks. I n  1901 Mr. Brady 
enlisUed in Battery A of the Artillery Battalion of the Illinois National Guard, 
and he was later appointed commissary sergeant by Major Oscar P. Yeager, 
commander of the battalion, to serve on the battalion staff. On the 3d of March, 
1903, Governor Richard Yates commissioned Mr. Brady as quartermaster of 
the Artillery Battalion, Illinois National Guard with a rank of first lieutenant; 
which position he still retains. H e  has always been a democrat but has never 
taken an active part in politics. H e  is, however, well  know^ in military circles 
and is regarded as a prominent representative of the Odd Fellows Society of 
Danville, while in business life he has made for himself a creditable position. 

E. W. CASS. 

E. W. Cass, president: of the Danville Lumber Company, is a worthy repre- 
sentative of the business interests of the city. He is one of Vermilion county's 
native sons, his birth occurring here, March 19, 1880, and he belongs to an 
old and honored pioneer family, being a grandson of James Cass, who came 
here at an early day from Dayton, Ohio, and by occupation was a farmer. 
Our subject's father, Riley Cass, was born near Fithian, this county, and de- 
voted his early life to agricultural pursuits, but about fourteen years ago he 
embarked in the lumber business in Danville as a member of the firm of Cass 
& Swisher. Business was carried on under that style for six years and at the 
end of that time the Danville Lumber Company was organized, with Riley 
Cass as vice president. He served in that capacity until his retirement from 
business in 1908, and in April of the following year he passed away. H e  had 
married Anna Matticks, a native of Danville and a daughter of Jesse Matticks, 
who was also one of the prominent old settlers of this region. A more ex- 
tended sketch of the parents appears elsewhere in this volume. 

Reared under the parental roof, E. W. Cass obtained a good practiqcal educa- 
tion in the public schools and later was fitted for a business career by a course 
in the Danville Business College. Since leaving school he has devoted his en- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



882 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

tire time and attention to the lumber business and was one of the organizers 
of the Danville Lumber Company, of which he became president and is still 
filling that office. The success of the company is due in large measure to his 
energetic and untiring eff~rts,  for he is a wide-awake business man, of known 
reliability. 

Mr. Cass was married October 7, 1903, to Miss Mary Woody, a native of 
Homer, Illinois, who died on the 2d of December, 1909, leaving a little daugh- 
ter, Catherine, whose birth occurred February 5, 1907. In  his social relations 
Mr. Cass is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America. Although still a 
young man he today occupies an enviable position in business circles and is 
regarded as one of the most successful and influential citizens of the community. 

WILLIAM CREIGHTON. 

William Creighton, a well known farmer of Middle Fork township, Ver- 
milion county, is numbered among the sons of pioneers and represents the 
third generation of a sturdy line extending from the war of the Revolution to 
the present time. He has been a resident of Vermilion county since his child- 
hood and has been a witness of many of the changes that have been wrought 
in Illinois and other states since the Civil war. 

H e  was born in Cumberland, Ohio, December 4, 1859, a son of Isaac L. 
and C. M. (Cary) Creighton. He  is a descendant of Scottish ancestry, the 
founder of the family in this country having arrived on these shores previous 
to the Revolutionary war. He came to this state with his parents when he 
was seven years of age and was reared on the old homestead and educated in 
the district schools. Under his father he gained a practical knowledge of farm- 
ing operations; was early taught habits of industry; and has always been a 
conscientious worker. By self-denial and concentration on the various duties 
of the farm in the course of years he accumulated property which enabled him 
to live in comfort. He continued at home until he was twenty-five years of 
age, when he began for himself by renting a farm which he conducted with 
good results for six years. At the end of this time he purchased the farm in 
Middle Fork township where he now lives, consisting of eighty acres on section 
17, which he has brought to a fine state of development. He  is also the owner 
of eighty acres on section g of the same township and is recognized as one 
of the thorough agriculturists of his region. 

On March 26, 1885, Mr. Creighton was united in marriage to Miss Olive 
J. Warren, a native of Ross township, Vermilion county, and a daughter of 
William and Mary J. (Wisett) Warren, who were both natives of Indiana. 
She was one of a family of fourteen children, eleven of whom are now living. 
Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Creighton, three of whom are living. 
Hazel, born July 24, 1889, who is a graduate of the Danville high school and 
is now- the wife of George Furrow, of Pilot township ; Harold ; and Ruth. 
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Mr. Creighton and his children were called upon to mourn the departure of 
the wife and mother, who was sumrnond from earthly cares March I, 1909, 
and was summoned from earthly cares March I, 1909, and was laid to  rest in 
Armstrong cemetery. 

Mr. Creighton is affiliated with the democratic party but has never sought 
political preferment, his attention being occupied mainly by his own private 
affairs. He is recognized as one of the substantial agriculturists who have 
won their way by attention to their work and the application of sound prin- 
ciples which almost invariably produce gratifying results. By many years 
of industry he has gained the respect of his neighbors and he has the satis- 
faction of knowing that the farm which he has so well developed will now 
provide liberally and yield a handsome revenue to its fortunate owner. 

GEORGE R. C-4TLETT. 

T o  some men one talent is given but occasionally men are met with who 
have several talents and they appear to be equally successful in whatever they 
undertake. T o  the latter class belongs George R. Catlett, banker, farmer and 
business man of Fairmount, a native of Vermilion county, who has been mak- 
ing rapid strides in the financial and business world and is recognized as one 
of the energetic and progressive men of the county. 

H e  was born August 23, 1864, and is a son of Hiram H. and Lorinda 
(Roudebush). Catlett, the former a native of Charlottesville, Virginia, and the 
latter of Ohio. The Catlett family is one of the well known pioneer families 
of Vermilion county, its progenitors being natives of Virginia, where one of 
the early me11 of the family owned the land on which the University of T7ir- 
ginia now stands. Lawrence T. Cztlett, the grandfather of our subject, was 
married to Sally Harinon and they lived in Charlottesville until 1828. He was 
educated for the law but not liking the profession after a short experience at 
the bar, he abandoned it for the saddler's trade. He  livecl at Bloomingburg, 
Ohio, from 1S3j to 184b, but he possessed pioneer instincts and on October 18, 
1846, arrived in 1-errnilion ccunty with his famil}-. where he engaged in farm- 
ing with a large degree of success. He died July 7. 1861. and his wife departed 
this life January 10. 1571. They were the parents of tx-elve children. six boys 
and six girls. He was a profcundly religious man and \-,-as noted for his 
generosity and unselfish life. 

Hiram H. Catlett, tbe father of our subject. mas born at Charlottesville. 
Virginia, October 21. 1823. and came to this county with his parents at twenty- 
two years of age. He  and his brother Harold became highly successful as 
agriculturists and stock-raisers and acquired fifteen hundred acres of land, 
upon which there grazed a fine herd of live stock. Hiram H. Catlett departed 
this life in 1903 and his wife was called to  her final rest April 30, 1910. Six 
children blessed their union. At the time of his death Mr. Catlett was the 
owner of six hundred acres of land in Trance township and a farm of three 
hundred and twenty acres in Nebraska. He  was a man of unusual energy 
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and intelligence and by a life of fair and honorable dealing won the respect of 
all who knew him. H e  was an adherent of the Baptist church, a denomination 
with which the family for several generations has been identified, and in poli- 
tics he favored the democratic party, although he had strong prohibition 
tendencies. He was essentially a leader and was fearless and self-reliant in 
anything he undertook, but he never sought to advance his own interests at 
the expense of others. 

George R. Catlett was reared in a well conducted home and was educated 
in the public schools, later matriculating in the State University of Mississippi, 
where he continued for two years. H e  completed his collegiate education at 
Franklin College, Franklin, Indiana, and upon leaving college devoted his at- 
tention to the farm. I n  his twenty-first year, his father recognizing the in- 
terest which he had displayed in various operations of agriculture and stock- 
raising, presented him with a farm of one hundred and six acres, to which he 
devoted his attention, also associating with his father for six years in an ex- 
tensive cattle-feeding business, handling as many as two hundred head of cattle 
in a year and delivering them at the highest prices. H e  continued in various 
farming operations until 1906, since which time he has made his home at Fair- 
mount. In  1905 Mr. Catlett purchased the interest of C. F. Iles in the bank- 
ing business of Iles & White, the name of the firm being changed to Catlett 
& White. By the application of sound and progressive methods the business 
of the firm has grown to handsome proportions and it is known as one of the 
substantial and prosperous financial concerns of eastern Illinois. In 1908 Mr. 
Catlett purchased a grain elevator at Fairmount, which had been the property 
of C. F. Crow, and he has since operated this elevator with a success that at- 
tends his efforts in any direction to which he devotes his attention. H e  is at 
present the owner of a well improved farm of two hundred and fifty acres 
north of Fairmount and the owner of a half interest in two hundred and forty 
acres of land south of the town, both properties being in Vance townsiiip. He 
also owns twe residences in Fairmount and a half interest in a bank building. 
At the present time he is renting his farming land, as his attention is devoted 
mainly to the banking and grain business. 

In 189 Mr. Catlett was united in marriage to Miss Bertie Tilton, of Cat- 
lin, and shortly afterward his father removed to Franklin, Indiana, and he 
brought his bride to the old home, where they lived for five years. At the end 
of that time he built a residence upon his own farm and there they continued 
until their removal to  Fairmount. Two children have been born to them: 
Shirley T., now attending the State University of Illinois; and Kemp R. 

Mr. Catlett is identified with the democratic party but in local affairs is not 
confined to party lines, often voting for the man rather than the party. Some 
one has said that a common-school education adds one hundred per cent to a 
man's efficiency, a high-school education adds two hundred per cent, while a 
college education increases his efficiency by four hundred per cent. Judging 
by the success that has attended the efforts of Mr. Catlett, a college education 
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may have performed an important part in his career. However, it may be said 
that he possesses innate elemegts of capacity and character that contkiiute 
largely toward success--elements of perseverance, self-reliance and good judg- 
ment, without which the highest talents in the world would be unavailing. Mr. 
Catlett is now one of the leading men of his region and unless all signs fail, 
the future will witness greater victories for him than he has known to the 
present time. 

GEORGE W. PATTERSON. 

Geoi-ge W. Patterson, who for seven years past has been engaged in the 
real-estate business and as an architect in Danville, is a native of Covington, In- 
diana, where he was born February 2, 1871. He is a son of John W. and 
Margaret (Isler) Patterson, also natives of Indiana. Mr. Patterson, Sr., took 
up his residence in Danville about 1885 and became one of the well known 
contractors and architects of this city. He was the builder of the Plaza Hotel 
and of many of the most substantial structures of Danville and is now living 
retired in this city. The beloved mother departed this life in 1904. Of the 
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Patterson, two are now living: George W., our 
subject; and Alice, who is a teacher in the Washington school in Danville. 

George W. Patterson grew up under the favorable influence of a kindly 
home and gained his preliminary education in the public schools of Covington. 
At the age of fourteen years he came to this city with his parents and entered 
the high schml from which he later was graduated. Aiter laying aside his 
school books he assisted his father in the contracting business until 1898, when 
fie secured a clerkship in the office of the war department at  Washington D. 
C. Five years' experience at the national capital convinced him that he should 
seek his destiny on his own account and not as a salaried employe of the gov- 
ernment. Accordingly, in 1903 he gave up his position and returned to Dan- 
ville, entering the real-estate business. Being a man of sound judgment and 
of good address, he soon acquired a standing among real-estate men and to- 
day is at the head of one of the flourishing offices of the kind in Danville. He 
has met with gratifying success and as an architect he has also gained a fine 
reputation. He designed and erected the Odd Fellows building and many of 
the fine residences and business structures, showing a talent which gives bright 
promise for his work along this line in years to come. 

On the 16th of May, 1908, Mr. Patterson was united in marriage to Miss 
Helen H. Schroeder, a daughter of John C. and Johanna (Person) Schroeder, 
the father being the owner of the Silver Moon restaurant. Mrs. Patterson 
was born November 19, 1889, at Blue Island, Illinois, and has been a resident 
of Danville since she was two years old. She received a good education in the 
public schools of this city. She has one sister, Edna, who was born March 
20, 1898, and is now living at  home. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Patterson 
has been blessed by the birth of one child, Margaret, whose natal day was 
April 23, 1909- 
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Mr. Patterson gives his political adherence to the republican party. His 
attention is devoted principally to his business interests, which have grown 
in importance under careful management and require most of his time. He 
is  not S l i a t e d  with any club or social organization, as he is a great lover of 
his family and home. H e  is recognized as an upright, honorable man and a 
progressive citizen--one who is fully worthy of the confidence and respect of 
the entire community. 

13. S. COPELAND. 

H. S. Copeland, a prosperous farmer and business man of Potomac, i-er- 
milion county, was born on a farm within three miles of Potomac, May 18, 
1862. H e  has grown up in this county and all his life has been actively identi- 
fied with its interests. He is a son of William H. and Rachel (Stearns) Cope- 
land. Grandfather Copeland came west from Ohio with his family, also bring- 
ing a flatboat loaded with salt, which he landed at lTincennes. H e  located in 
Middle Fork township, this county, and there spent the remainder of his life. 
William H. Copeland was a farmer, but in his later years associated with the 
subject of this review in the undertaking and furniture business at Potornac, 
under the title of \IT. H. Copeland & Son. In politics Mr. Copeland was a 
stanch republican and for years served on the board of supervisors, being a 
member of the board when the courthouse a t  Danville was built. H e  was an 
active member of the Baptist cl~urch and n-as known as a high-minded citizen 
and an industrious and capable man in everything that he undertook. Six 
children were born to Mr. and 3Irs. Copeland: Eli H.. now of Potomac; A. Z., 
a farmer of Liicldle Fork township; George JY.. now in the hotel business a t  
Garden City, Kansas ; Nancy, the wife o i  IT. I-I. Duncan. of &fiddle Fork 
township; Elizabeth, now Mrs. 1. E. Chambers. whose husband is engaged in 
the real-estate business at Danville, Illinoi.;; and W. S.. the subject of this review. 

Educated in the comnlon schools and reared so as to becorne thoroughly 
familiar with all the duties pertaining to the farm, H. S. Copeland began his 
active career in the restaurant business in Potomac, in which he continued for 
one year. In  1887. being twenty-five years of age, he associated wit11 one of 
his brothers in the furniture and undertaking business under the title of E. 
H. Copeland cC: Brother. b:~t a year later the brother removed to  Kansas and 
the father of the family took his place in the firm. the title becoming iV.  H. 
Copeland & Son, which remains unchanged to the present time. The business 
has prospered from the start and the store carries a fine stock of furniture. wall- 
paper, carpets. etc., and meets the clemand of a wide region in this part of the 
county. Afr. Copeland is a man of large observation and experience and has 
applied to  his business the principles that ha\-e proven in numberless instances 
to be successful. He years ago found that energy. application, persistence and 
good jud,gnent are important elements in any successful business career and 
by example and precept he has made practical use of these ideas. His talents, 
however, a re  not limited entirely to  commercial affairs as he has from youth 
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been engaged in farm operations and is now the owner of a farm of three 
hundred and five acres in Middle Fork township and a handsome residence 
in Potomac. 

On  Christmas day, 1883, Mr. Copeland was united in marriage to Miss 
Lizzie A. Chambers, and immediately thereafter, she being in poor health, 
they went to Florida, where they remained during the winter. The following 
winter the condition of Mrs. Copeland's health required a second trip to 
Florida, but change of climate proved of no avail and she passed away from 
earthly scenes June 7, 1885. Mr. Copeland was again married, February 24, 
1886, the lady of his choice being Miss Nettie Iiilliams. Two children have 
been born to this union: Flossie, now the wife of Lee McCusker, who is en- 
gaged as a traveling salesman; and Rachel, living at home. 

Mr. Copeland is of social characteristics and holds membership in the Modem 
Woodmen of America and the Knights of Pythias. H e  is not a member of any 
religious denomination but is a liberal supporter of the local churches. H e  
has been an extensive traveler and has spent considerable time in the south 
hunting and fishing and otherwise enjoying outdoor diversions. He  is a lover 
of birds and of the automobile and is a believer in rational enjoyment of life 
as one goes along "for we many not pass this way again." 

JOSEPH H.  BARNHART. 

Joseph H.  Barnhart, one of the leading lawyers and prominent citizens of 
Danville, was born in the city on the 27th of January, 1880, his parents being 
Joseph and Elizabeth (Torrance) Barnhart. On the maternal side he is a repre- 
sentative of an old and honored family of Vermilion county, his grandparents 
having settled here in 1864, and they now lie buried in Danville cemetery. Our 
subject's father was born near Cincinnati, Ohio, and in early life came to this 
state, later becoming a conductor on the Wabash Railroad, which position he filled 
for a period of fifteen years. He met his death on the 18th of November, 1875, 
at St. Charles, Missouri, the bridge giving way as the train was crossing it. This 
accident caused the death of quite a number of those on board. His remains 
were brought back to Danville for interment. Our subject's mother, who was 
born near Columbus, Ohio, is still living and continues to make her home in Dan- 
ville. 

Joseph H. Barnhart, the only child of his parents, obtained his early education 
in the public schools of Danville and after leaving the high school entered the 
law department of Columbia College at Washington, D. C.. now known as George 
Washington University. H e  was graduated from that institution in the class 
of 1903 and in the same year began the practice of law in Danville, first being 
associated with R. Allen Stephens for about three years. He was next in partner- 
ship with George T. Buckingham for two years, but since then has been alone in 
practice, his office being in the Daniels building. H e  enjoys a large practice and 
is well versed in the principles of jurisprudence. H e  is a strong advocate with 
the jury, concise in his appeals before the court, and much of the success which 
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has attended him in his professional career is undoubtedly due to the fact that 
in no instance will he permit himself to go into court without careful and thorough 
preparation and, therefore, his presentation is forceful, being characterized by 
terse but decisive logic and correct application of the law to  the point at issue. 

Mr. Barnhart was married on the 4th of October, 1905, to Miss Nellie De 
Champ, a daughter of Joseph De Champ, of Henderson, Kentucky. They now 
have a little daughter, Martha Elizabeth, who was born July 19, 1907. Mr. Barn- 
hart was reared in the Methodist faith, his mother being a member of that church, 
and he is descended from a long line of ardent republicans, which party also re- 
ceives his endorsement at the polls. He has ever used his influence toward se- 
curing good government and has taken quite an active and prominent part in 
public affairs. His fellow citizens have honored him with official preferment 
and in 1905 he was elected city attorney and so acceptably did he fill that office 
that he was reelected in 1907. Two years later he was appointed a member of 
the board of election commissioners and is now serving as chairman of the same 
to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. He  is also chairman of the One Hun- 
dred Thousand Club and is a worthy member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and the Modem Woodmen of America. 

GEORGE BUCHANAN. 

George Buchanan, the owner of a valuable and well improved farm of three 
hundred and seventy-two acres in the township of Georgetown, has met with ex- 
cellent success in the conduct of his agricultural interests and is a highly respected 
citizen of the county in which his entire life has been spent. His birth occurred 
on a farm three miles east of Georgetown, his parents being V. J. and Sarah 
(Craig) Buchanan. The father, whose natal day was September 3, 1826, passed 
away on the 13th of September, 1888, while the mother, who was born July 8, 
1847, was called to her final rest on the 16th of September, 1901. Our subject 
has two sisters and a brother, namely: Melvina and Sarah R., who make their 
home in Georgetown, Illinois ; and Mahala, a rancher of Montana. 

George Buchanan obtained his education in the schools of his home locality 
and since putting aside his text-books has devoted his time and energies to general 
agricultural pursuits. The farm on which he now resides has always been his 
home and at present it embraces three hundred and seventy-two acres of the 
most valuable land in the county. I t  is lacking in none of the improvements and 
equipments of a model farm of the twentieth century and the well tilled fields 
annually yield bounteous harvests in return for the care and labor which is be- 
stowed upon them. In connection with the tilling of the soil Mr. Buchanan like- 
wise raises stock and this branch of his business adds materially to his income- 
H e  also owns a tract of land comprising eleven hundred and eighty acres in Ohio 
which is situated in the corners of three counties-Hardin, Logan and Auglaize. 
The prosperity which he now enjoys is but the merited reward of his indefat- 
igable energy and good management and his record may well serve as a source of 
inspiration and encouragement to others. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VEPtMILION COUNTY 889 

On the 9th of November, 1893, at Indianapolis, Indiana, Mr.. Buchanan was 
joined in wedlock to Miss Margaret Richards, who was born near New Albany, 
Indiana, on the 4th of June, 1857. A man of progressive and modem ideas, Mr. 
Buchanan stands high in the estimation of his fellowmen who are acquainted with 
his life record from his boyhood days, and his sterling integrity and honorable 
manhood have won for him a circle of friends which is almost coetensive with 
the circle of his acquaintances. 

PERCY L. CATLETT. 

Among the prosperous and progressive citizens of Fairmount, Vermilion 
county, representing the younger generation of one of the well known families 
of the county, is Percy L. Catlett, whose name stands at the head of this re- 
view. He is a native of Vance township, born December 18, 1871, and is a 
son of Hiram H. and Lorinda (Roudebush) Catlett, the former a native of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and the latter of Ohio. The father was born Octo- 
ber 21, 1823, and was a son of Lawrence T. and Sallie (Harmon) Catlett, who 
were both natives of Virginia. The grandfather was educated as a lawyer, but, 
finding that he had no taste for the profession, he learned the saddler's traae. 
He came to Vermilion county in 1846 and became widely known on account 
of his great benevolence and his profound religious belief. He was an un- 
compromising believer in the authority and inspiration of the Bible and was 
a thoroughly earnest Christian, carrying his benevolence almost to a fault. 
The nobility of his character was made manifest in many deeds of kindness. 
He departed this life July 2, 1861, and his beloved wife followed him to the 
grave January 10, 1871. Twelve children were born to them, six boys and 
six girls. 

Hiram H. Catlett, the father of our subject, was educated in the public 
schools of Virginia and came west with his parents at twenty-two years of 
age. He passed through the hardships and trials of the early settlers and he 
and his brother Harold became widely known as successful farmers and busi- 
ness men and accumulated over fifteen hundred acres cjf land and a great deal 
of live stock. Mr. Catlett was a strong advocate of education and patronized 
nine colleges in educating his children. H e  died in 1903 and Mrs. Catlett de- 
parted this life April 30, 1910. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Cat- 
lett, four of whom are living: Nellie, George R., Percy L. and Corrinne. By 
lives of usefulness and unselfishness the parents were greatly beloved and 
made an impression for good upon the community which will continue to exert 
a beneficent influence long after the generation that knew them has passed 
away. 

Percy L. Catlett was reared on tkc farm and received his preliminary edu- 
cation in the public schools and later became a student at Shurtleff College, 
Upper Alton, Illinois, and at Franklin College, Franklin, Indiana, graduating 
from the latter institution with the degree of Ph. D. in 1894. Returning home, 
he devoted his attention to farming for about six years, at the end of which 
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time he moved to Escanaba, Michigan, where he entered the banking business, 
organizing the People's Bank, of which he was made president. Owing to i m  
paired health he found it necessary to give up the banking business and, clos- 
ing out his interests, he came to Fairmount and entered the land business, 
handling Canadian property. Since 1902 he has been identified with the tim- 
ber business and also with farming in this county. He is the owner of a valuable 
farm of two hundred and forty acres in Vance township, which under his 
management has become one of the paying properties in the township, and 
he also owns timber lands in Michigan and the handsome residence in which 
he lives in Fairmount. In his various operations Mr. Catlett has displayed 

! 
-4 

excellent jud,gment and has many friends who regard his opinion as to business 
matters with great respect. 

On August 31, 1904, Mr. Catlett was united in marriage to J/liss Elizabeth 
Fairclough, of Scranton county, Pennsylvania, who possesses many estimable 
qualities of mind and heart and has been a constant inspiration to her hus- 

e 
band. To  them one son, Donald Bryan, has been born. Mr. Catlett holds mem- 
bership in Fairrnount Lodge, No. 590, A. F. & A. ill., and in politics is iden- 
tified with the cause of prohibition. He' is recognized as one of the independent 
thinkers of the community, whose mind has been broadened by education and 
by contact with the world and who possesses a more than ordinary grasp of 
affairs, whether of business, politics or those philosophical questions which 

tl 

have interested the thinkers of every age. i t  is scarcely necessary to say that 
Mr. Catlett is a student and that much of his happiness is found in his books, 
his entire energy not being devoted to money-getting. He is a man of un- 
questionable integrity, high aims, and is an honored representative of the sub- 
stantial interests of Vermilion county. 

FRED BOWMAN PENWELL. 
4 

Fred Bowri~an Penwell, who since the first of January, 1905, has been prac- 
ticing at the Danville bar as a member of the firm of Lindley, Penwell & Lind- 
ley, was born in this city, September 2, 1878, a son of Frank Mr. and May (Eow- 
man) Penwell. The father was long recognized as a distinguished member of 
the Vermilion county bar, practicing for a quarter of a century as senior member of 
the firm of Penwell & Lindley, the connection continuing from 1882 until 197.  a 

His professional record was a creditable chapter in the history of the courts of 
Vermilion county. 

Fred Bowman Penwell, after attending the public and high school, entered 
the University of Illinois in preparation for a professional career and was gradu- 
ated LL. B. with the class of 1905. Immediately afterward he became a law 
clerk in the office of Penwell & Lindley, of which firm his father was the senior 
partner, and upon the father's retirement he became a partner, on the 1st of 
January, 1907, as a member of the firm of Lindley, Penwell & Lindley. His 
practice is now extensive and of an important character. 
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In his political views Mr. Penwell is a republican. H e  belongs b the Sigma 
Chi, a college fraternity, to the Knights of Pythias and to the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. Well known in the city where his entire life has been 
passed, he has a large circle of friends and is popular with a large number of his 
fellow townsmen. 

CHARLES C. ANDREWS. 

For five years past identified with banking interests, Charles C. Andrews, of 
Oakwood, has shown an adaptability for financial pursuits that has been highly 
satisfactory to the officers and stockholders of the institutions with which he has 
been connected. Courteous and gentlemanly in address, he makes friends where- 
ever he is known and is therefore a valued member of the community. A native 
of Holden, Missouri, he was born July 14, 1868, and is a son of Dewitt Clinton 
and Nannie (Snedeker) Andrews, the former of whom was born in Ohio in*1821 
and the latter in McLean county, Illinois, in 1831. 

Having lost his mother at seven years of age, Charles C. Andrews made his 
home with an uncle. Here he continued for nine years, during which time he re- 
ceived his preliminary education in the common schools. Desiring to advance 
further with his studies he began work on his own account at the age of sixteen, 
working for his board in the winter while attending school, and on the farm by 
the-month in summer. As soon as he had advanced sufficiently to secure a cer- 
tificate as a teacher he began teaching schcol, attending Valparaiso University, 
at  Valparaiso, Indiana, for one year, during which time he devoted his attention 
assiduously to the teacher's course. After spending several years as a teacher 
in the country schools, he became connected with the graded schools and served 
as principal of the Fithian school, at Catlin, and also in a similar capacity a t  
Dalton City and Bethany, Moultrie county, this state. In 1901 he left school 
work for a time to assist his father in the hardware business, but owing to the 
advanced age of the father the store was closed out and Mr. Andrews resumed 
his worn in the school rm.  His attention, however, had not been wholly de- 
voted to educational affairs as he had assisted in organizing the State Line City 
Bank at  State Line, Indiana, and, having been offered the position of cashier, 
he retired permanently from school work and opened the bank for business in 
February, 1905. On November I, 1907, he resigned as cashier of the State Line 
City Bank and accepted a similar position with the bank of Oakwood, newly or- 
ganized, and has since filled the position of cashier of this institution. Through 
the hearty cooperation of the other officers of the bank and the support of the 
general public Mr. Andrews has been instrumental in building up a steadily grow- 
ing business at  Oakwood. 

On the 20th of Ferbuary, 1896, Mr. Andrews was united in marriage to Miss 
Clemmer A. Taylor, of Catlin, Illinois, a daughter of Thomas A. and Mary 
(Acre) Taylor. who are both natives of Illinois and are now living at Catlin. 
Five children have come to brighten the home of Mr. and Mrs. Andrews : Aldyth 
M., born April 28, 1897; Frances L., born December I, 1900; Robert E., born 
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May 23, 1904; Thomas Elwin and Dewitt Harmon, twins, born November 2, 

1906. 
Although Mr. Andrews was a successful teacher he has proved equally suc- 

cessful in a field that calls for clear judgment and keen discrimination and has 
attracted many of the brightest minds in America. He keeps thoroughly in- 
formed as to investments and his judgment is often sought by persons who wish 
to place their money where it will be safe and at the same time produce a reason- 
able income. Politically Mr. Andrews has since attaining his majority bee identi- 
fied with the republican party and he is an earnest supporter of its candidates 
and principles. In  1894 he became connected with the Modern Woodmen of 
America and has served in various offices in that organization, filling the position 
of clerk of State Line Camp for over five years. He has been a member of 
the Odd Fellows since 1900 and is a past grand in that order. He  has been a mem- 
ber of the Disciples church since boyhood and the reputation which he has at- 
tained for fidelity to every trust reposed in him is largely the result of the teach- 
ings of the great Book on which this church is founded. 
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